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HE Penang government, through
the Penang Green Council (PGC),

will take a youth-focused approach
in its climate change initiatives with an
upcoming summit this year.

To be held from Oct 14 to 18, the
Youth Climate Summit (YCS) Southeast
Asia 2024 will take place at the Univer-
sity of Wollongong (UOW) George Town
campus.

With the theme “Empowering Action
for Nature”, the programme is spon-
sored by Think City Sdn Bhd and em-
powered by The Wild Center, a natural
history museum in New York.

During a courtesy call on Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow at his office in
Komtar recently, PGC general manager
Josephine Tan Mei Ling said the YCS
programme was initiated by The Wild
Center in 20009.

“It has been implemented in nine
countries worldwide and has garnered
recognition from the White House.

“YCS 2024 also marks the first time
this programme is introduced to the
Southeast Asia region.
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Youth power In

climate summit

(From left) Yogeswary, Khong, Tengku

Nasariah, Chow, Tan, Farah Hanim and

Kretser (foreground, present virtually) in a

group photo after the courtesy visit.

“The objective of the programme is to
increase awareness about the impact of
climate change and the role of youth in
addressing environmental challenges.

“Through this programme, we aim to
provide a platform for educating youth
about sustainable practices and climate
change while empowering them to take
action in their communities,” she said.

Tan added that the event organising
committee will also involve PGC, Think
City, PowerSains, state Education De-
partment, UOW Malaysia, WorldFish,
Tropical Spice Garden, Penang Hill Bio-
sphere Reserve, Green Educators’ Work-
group (GREW), Water Watch Penang,
Penang Youth Development Corporation
(PYDC), The Habitat Penang Hill, Entopia
by Penang Butterfly Farm, and Centre For
Marine & Coastal Studies (CEMACS),
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM).

She said the summit will serve as a

platform to convene, engage, connect
and empower young people aged 15 to
25 in Southeast Asia to take action on
climate change.

“This summit focuses on equipping
participants with the knowledge and
skills necessary to become effective
climate leaders, while also empowering
youth to generate climate action plans
that they can implement in their schools
and communities.

“We expect around 300 participants
(Malaysian and international youth) to
join this summit.

“The event will also feature various
exciting activities, such as expert shar-
ing sessions, workshop sessions, booth
and exhibition showcase, excursion,
and climate action plan,” said Tan.

Tan also invited Chow to officiate the
summit.

Meanwhile, Chow expressed his

full support for the programme and
hoped for its success in achieving all
its objectives.

“Climate change is a very impor-
tant matter that needs to be ad-
dressed as the impact can be felt by
all of us nowadays.

“Thus, through this programme, |
am confident that it can facilitate col-
laboration among youth organisations,
community leaders, and environmental
experts to develop effective climate so-
lutions,” he said.

Also present during the courtesy
visit were PGC environmental education
executive Farah Hanim Mohd Sharif,
PowerSains managing director Prof Dr
Khong Yoon Loong, PowerSains director
Tengku Nasariah Tengku Syed Ibrahim,
Think City senior manager Dr Yogeswary
Chellappan and The Wild Centre director
Jen Kretser (present virtually).
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project not

under Gurney Bay

H'ng (fourth from left) and Bharathi (fifth from left) showing the government reserve land (opposite
Gurney Plaza) which is not affiliated with the Gurney Bay project.
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HE land earmarked for the

Thotel and condominium

project is not included

in the Gurney Bay component

projects, says Penang Local

Government, Town and Country

Planning Committee chairman
Jason H’'ng Mooi Lye.

H'ng clarified that two parcels

of government reserve land,

spanning 21 acres (opposite
Gurney Plaza) and seven acres
(near the future Gurney Bay
hawker centre), have been ap-
portioned and are distinct from
the Gurney Bay development.
“The mixed-use development
near Gurney Bay, situated on
government reserve land (a por-
tion of 21 acres opposite Gur-
ney Plaza), is not affiliated with
the Gurney Bay project. This de-
velopment, comprising a hotel
and residential units, is under-

taken by a developer who ac-
quired the land from the Penang
government as land replace-
ment for the three paired roads
project currently underway,” he
said during a media conference
in Komtar on May 9.

H'ng said the state govern-
ment was still committed to
providing the components of
Gurney Bay as planned.

The Gurney Bay development

project is a Penang government
initiative to provide a public rec-
reation park and other facilities.

Gurney Bay was handed over
to the state government as a
component under the Seri Tan-
jung Pinang Phase 2 (STP2) rec-
lamation project.

“The Gurney Bay, spanning
101 acres, will be developed
in two phases.

“Phase One (27 acres of

land) has been fully developed
and was opened to the public
on Feb 4.

“Development  work  for
Phase Two (74 acres of land)
has reached 48% and is ex-
pected to be completed next
year,” he said.

Also present was Penang
Chief Minister Incorporated
(CMI) general manager Datin
S. Bharathi.

Energy transition amid booming
industrial growth

THE global community is in-
creasingly turning to renew-
able energy resources, with
solar power leading this trans-
formation.

As a state that has seen rap-
id industrial growth for several
decades now, Penang is poised
to lead the charge towards a
renewable energy future within
the region, supported by its sus-
tainability agenda, policies and
vision to thrive.

According to Malaysian Pho-
tovoltaic Industry Association
(MPiA) president Davis Chong,
the renewable energy adoption
rate within the industrial zones
in Penang is now at an average
of between 20% and 30% of the
overall capacity.

“This is due to the robust
industrial growth that Penang
has experienced over the past
years, making the state one of
the leaders in the country em-
bracing renewable energy re-
sources.

“Penang is clear in its vision
and is committed to support-
ing the federal government’s
policies and agendas towards
achieving a higher adoption rate
of renewable energy across the
nation,” Chong (pix) said in his
speech during the MPIA So-
lar Roadshow 2024 in Bayan
Lepas on May 14.

With over 300 participants

representing various sectors of
industries, academia and gov-
ernment entities, the opening of
the event was graced by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He was joined by representa-
tives from government bodies,
such as the Sustainable Energy
Development Authority (SEDA),
Bursa Malaysia, Malaysian In-
vestment Development Author-
ity (Mida) and others.

Chow, during his speech, said
the renewable energy sector is
making significant strides in Ma-
laysia, with Penang’s economy
playing a vital part in further
boosting this transformation.

“The industry is growing be-
cause of increased awareness,
government policies, compli-
ance issues, incentives and an
ecosystem of suppliers and con-
sultants in the state.

“Industry players in Penang
have frequently sought solutions
regarding renewable energy, and
many have committed to transi-
tioning their energy mix, leading
to a booming industry here.

“For instance, the Penang In-
ternational Airport’s solar roof-
top installation is one of the ex-
amples we are moving towards
the energy transition, which not
only reduces carbon emissions
but also demonstrates our com-
mitment to sustainable avia-
tion,” Chow said.

Additionally, ~Chow  reaf-
firmed the state’s commit-
ment to supporting the federal
government’s target of achiev-
ing 20% renewable energy by
2025, aiming to reduce water
consumption, and waste gen-
eration and increase renewable
energy utilisation.

In a related development,
Chow said the Penang Water
Supply Corporation (PBAPP) is
exploring the use of floating so-
lar farms at Mengkuang Dam,
covering 25% of the entire dam.

“Again, there are many re-
strictions, barriers and regula-
tions that must be worked out
before we can facilitate this pro-
cess,” he added.

Among those present dur-
ing the event were SEDA chief
operating officer Koh Keng
Sen, TUV Rheinland Malaysia
director Manfred Lottig, Chint
New Energy Technology general
manager — APAC (global sales
department) David Zhang, Pe-
kat Group Berhad managing di-
rector Chin Soo Mau and MPIA
treasurer Samuel Soon.

Penang receives briefing on
pier redevelopment plans

A MALAYSIAN tuna fishing and
trading enterprise is spearhead-
ing efforts to enhance agro-tour-
ism in Penang.

Its ambitious plan involves
transforming the warehouses
surrounding Swettenham Pier
into a vibrant tuna landing
port, alongside other innova-
tive ventures.

Alpha Ocean Resources
Berhad (AORB) deputy chief
executive officer Sylvester Pua,
at a courtesy visit, briefed Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow about
the company’s preliminary con-
ceptual design proposal for the
Cove by the Pier project.

“The Cove by the Pier project
proposal highlights six zones —
a tuna landing zone (Zone One),
Maritime Legacy (Zone Two),
Heritage Luxe (Zone Three), Cu-
linary Bay (Zone Four), Urban
Retreat (Zone Five), and Market
Wharf (Zone Six).

“We are additionally sug-
gesting the creation of a des-
ignated strip to foster bazaar-
style commerce,” Pua said in
his briefing.

Pua expressed the com-
pany’s aspiration to enhance
the initial impression of
cruise passengers as they
disembark from their ships
and promote entrepreneur-
ship among the locals.

He added that the company

took note of the heritage com-
ponents of Swettenham Pier
and its vicinity.

During the meeting, AORB
project manager Nosly Wazid
Kasmani also presented the
company’s super-frozen (-60°C)
tuna and seafood export project
proposal to Chow.

“This project, following the
Organisation For the Promotion
of Responsible Tuna Fisher-
ies (OPRT) standards, comple-
ments the proposed Cove by
the Pier project,” he said.

Chow thanked the company
for briefing the state about the
proposals.

He said this was not the first
time the state was briefed on
the proposal to transform the
warehouses surrounding Swet-
tenham Pier and its vicinity.

“Nevertheless, the Penang
Port Commission (PPC), a statu-
tory body under the purview of
the Transport Ministry, is re-
sponsible for the administration
of Penang Port, encompassing
its development and utilisation.

“I believe the company had
also presented its proposals
to PPC, Penang Port Sdn Bhd
(PPSB), and the Transport
Ministry.

“I hope they will be given
due consideration by the min-
istry and the relevant bod-
ies,” Chow said.
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New smart school in
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HE upcoming SJKC Kuang Yu is
poised to embrace the Industrial

Revolution 4.0 (IR4.0) concept
upon the completion of its construction.

Bukit Tambun assemblyman Goh
Choon Aik, who is also the school’'s ex-
ecutive adviser, said the two-storey build-
ing would be designed with an IR4.0 con-
cept, as the school operates within an
Industry 4.0 ecosystem in Batu Kawan.

“The school is anticipated to attract
many residing in the vicinity of the Pen-
ang Science Park and the Bukit Minyak
Industrial Park.

“The facilities may differ from tra-
ditional schools, focusing on science,
technology and artificial intelligence (Al),
adopting a smart school setup,” he told
reporters after attending the ground-
breaking ceremony of the school in Batu
Kawan on May 11.

Batu Kawan

Choon Aik said the establishment of
this school is essential.

“This is because, in this area, we al-
ready have SK Batu Kawan, SJKT Batu
Kawan, SMK Batu Kawan, and two uni-
versities — UOW Malaysia KDU Penang
University College and The Ship Campus.

“There is a gap in having an SJKC
here. The relocation of SJKC Kuang Yu is
timely,” he added.

Choon Aik said the cost to build the
new school was RM22 million.

“A total of about RM15 million has
been raised so far.

“SJKC Kuang Yu will continue its effort
to raise the needed funds.

“We look forward to the school being
ready for classes by early 2027,” Choon
Aik said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
the SJKC Kuang Yu, now located in Pena-
ga, has only 27 pupils.

“Therefore a decision was made a few
years back to relocate the school.

Chow, Goh (squatting, second from right) and representatives from the school and
EcoWorld at the groundbreaking ceremony of SJIKC Kuang Yu.

“The Penang government and Penang
Development Corporation (PDC) offered
a six-acre land, designated for education
purposes, for the relocation of the school
from Penaga to Batu Kawan.

“The school committee is raising
funds to construct the new school in Ba-
tu Kawan and it is expected to take two
years to complete. This marks the begin-
ning of a new ecosystem to continue the
school’s role,” Chow said.

On student enrollment, Choon Aik said
Batu Kawan, when fully developed by
PDC, would have approximately 30,000
housing units.

“If we estimate that 10% of residents
choose to enrol their children in SJKC
Kuang Yu, we could potentially accom-
modate around 3,000 pupils,” he said.

After the groundbreaking ceremony,
Eco Horizon Sdn Bhd also contributed
RM500,000 in support of the develop-
ment of SIKC Kuang Yu in Batu Kawan.

EcoWorld (northern region) general
manager Datuk Chan Soo How present-
ed a mock cheque to the school’s Board
of Directors chairman Datuk Goh Kim
Heong after the event.

The presentation was witnessed by
Chow and Choon Aik.
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ET us celebrate the na-

tion’s unity in diversity and

ace the challenging tasks
ahead with fortitude.

This was the core message
of Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow in his speech at the Vai-
sakhi celebration at Fort Corn-
wallis on May 4.

Graced by Yang di-Pertua Neg-
eri Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak,
his consort Toh Puan Khadijah
Mohd Nor and Chow, the festi-
val had everything from colour-
ful performances to sumptuous
Punjabi food.

Vaisakhi commemorates the
formation of the Sikh identity
and the harvest season in India.

Thousands of Sikhs were
joined by people from different
backgrounds at the Fort Corn-
wallis which was lit up for the
celebration.

Fort Cornwallis holds a very
dear place in the hearts of the
Sikh community in Penang as
it was their initial settlement in
years past.

up Fort Cornwallis

Chow said Vaisakhi is a time
of great joy and renewal, a time
to reflect on the values of unity,
service and selflessness.

“These are tenets that are
central to the Sikh faith. The
teachings of Guru Nanak es-
pouse all human beings to be
equal and that we should treat
each other with kindness and
respect.

“It is evident that values such
as compassion, honesty, and
community work are more im-
portant today than ever before.

“In a world that is often
marked by division and con-
flict, the message of Vaisakhi
is one of unity and solidarity.

“It is about looking out for
one another and working to-
gether.

Jagdeep (second from right) presenting a souvenir to Ahmad Fuzi,
as Chow and Ramkarpal (left) look on.

Vaisakhi festival lights

These drummers enthralled the crowd with their pounding and
energetic performance at the event.

A fiery and vibrant performance on display during the celebration.

“The state government is
committed to the spirit of this
nation and the progress of all
races.

“l implore the Sikh communi-
ty to continue working with us to
strengthen national unity. Let us
together take Penang to greater
heights,” Chow said.

Also present during the pro-
gramme were Deputy Chief
Minister 1l Jagdeep Singh
Deo, Bukit Gelugor MP Ram-
karpal Singh, state Social De-
velopment, Welfare and Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs Com-
mittee chairman Lim Siew
Khim and Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk
A. Rajendran.
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Appreciating

mum’s

sacrifices

=Story by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Siew Chia En

VERY day should be Mother's
E Day, says Tan Lean Kee, the wife of
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.
“We should not wait for a whole year
to appreciate the sacrifices of the first
woman in our lives for always being there
for us,” she said in her speech at the
Mother’s Day programme at New World
Park in George Town recently.
The programme known as, “Terima ka-

sih lbu, Kau Inspirasiku”
(Thank you, Mother, You
Inspire Me), was held in conjunction with
the recent Mother’s Day.

It was organised by the Padang Kota
Women and Family Development Com-
mittee (JPWK Padang Kota) and offici-
ated by Tan.

“Everyone should appreciate their
mothers because they are willing to sacri-
fice anything for their children.

“They ensured you had the best, even
during their toughest times. They put ev-

Participants joining the towel
art competition. (INSET) Tan

erything aside and took care of you when
you were sick.

“So, | hope the people will remember
this and show respect to their mothers,
not forgetting them when they achieve
success in life. Cherish every moment
with them while they are still with you,”
she added.

JPWK Padang Kota chairman Datin An-
na Yeoh Phaik Suan said the objective of
the programme was to raise awareness

in the local communi-
ty about the sacrific-
es mothers make in
raising their children.

Zumba and line dances, towel art and
singing competitions and other interac-
tive activities for women and their chil-
dren were featured at the event.

Also present during the programme
was Batu Kawan Parliamentary Service
Centre director Ewe Chee Way.

Mosque receives Unesco

restoration aid

THE Kapitan Keling Mosque’s manage-
ment recently received RM200,000 in
funds from Unesco through the George
Town World Heritage Incorporated (GT-
WHI) to repair and conserve the Unesco
Category 1 heritage site.

Datuk Faruk Raja Mohamed, chairman
of the Kapitan Keling Mosque, said the
funds came just in time after roof dam-
age caused discomfort for worshippers.

“During heavy rainfall lasting 45 min-
utes, water would seep into the main
prayer hall.

“As time passes, the damage wors-
ens, with leaks affecting nine areas of
the mosque’s roof.

“During today’'s Friday prayers,
mosque staff had to resort to using
buckets and rolling up carpets to pre-
vent them from becoming wet and dam-
aged,” said Faruk during an interview
with Buletin Mutiara on May 3.

According to Faruk, this marks the
second time Unesco has provided fund-
ing to Kapitan Keling Mosque, the first
being 15 years ago.

The earlier grant was used to engage
a contractor from Australia to repair the
mosque’s dome.

He expressed his gratitude to Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow for playing a
pivotal role in securing support from GT-
WHI for the repair work.

“As this is one of Penang’s iconic
sites, we aim to minimise disruptions
to worshippers and other activities dur-
ing the restoration works.

“We need to coordinate with the con-
tractor to ensure a smooth repair pro-
cess without significant disruptions.

“Furthermore, as a Category | heri-
tage building, meticulous repairs are

necessary due to specific material re-
quirements. For instance, the original
roof utilises sea sand and clay for opti-
mum heat absorption, sourced specially
from Kerala, India.

“To enhance the mosque’s functional-
ity, new buildings are planned to replace
the old ones in the surrounding areas,”
shared Faruk, who also disclosed the
estimated repair cost of approximately
RM395,000. — Story by Nur Syakirah
Mohd Basri

The Kapitan Keling
Mosque needs some
repair work.
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No Tel/ No Faks

YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -261 8715

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.01 PENAGA PENANG CARE SOCIETY Hotline
YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M ?T) 04-2910123
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
N.37 BATU MAUNG YB Bukhori Ghazali M DAP PENANG@ HQ _ m 04 - 228 8482
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid ET% 04 - 626 1442 dappenang@dapmalaysia.org F) 04 -228 8514
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 1442 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04- 3970115
N.29 DATO' KERAMAT YB Mohd Sobri Salleh M)

N.15 PADANG LALANG

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff

M

YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 397 3600

YB Gooi Zi Sen () 012- 500 1571 N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
izisen@penan v.m YB Azmi Alang (M
N.16 PERAI

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
ni19dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04 - 594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah

(M

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol

n2Isgachehpk@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 593 2408
F

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim

M

N.12 PENANTI
YB Zulkefli Bakar

U

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Nor Zamri Latiff

U]

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah

M

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwail 973@gmail.com

EB 04 - 826 1898

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

M

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol

EB 04 - 293 7545

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ﬂ 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
dapairputih@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Lee Boon Heng

I nheng24@gmail.com

(T) 011 - 2773 6684

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng
joshuawoosz@gmail.com

(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng

pengkalankota@dappg.org

ET% 04 - 299 2574
F

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
ongahteong@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng

n32seridelima@gmail.com

S,T:; 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 -829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

fahmizainol@penang.gov.my 04 - 293 7546 POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 83'382 gégé
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PSI project: 96%

fishermen registere

=Pix by Law Suun Ting

TOTAL of 709 out of 737 eligible
Agshermen have registered with the
usat Perkhidmatan Setempat Ne-
layan (Fishermen’s Local Service Centre,
or PPSN) for the Social Impact Manage-
ment Plan (SIMP) package related to the
ongoing reclamation of the Penang South
Island (PSI) project.

This accounts for 96% of the fishermen
who regjstered for the SIMP package be-
fore the registration closed on March 31.
They were listed as active by the Fisheries
Department.

Penang Infrastructure Corporation
Sdn Bhd (PIC) chief executive officer
Datuk Seri Farizan Darus said the state
government had recently approved 137
additional fishermen for the SIMP pack-
age, out of 168 registered under the
special cases category.

“To date, a total of RM13 million has
been spent on exgratia payments, the
provision of new boats and engines, edu-

cational assistance and the construction
of new fishing sheds,” Farizan told Buletin
Mutiara during an interview recently.

Also present during the interview was
Azmi Mohamad, director, Strategic Com-
ms & Stakeholder Management, Silicon
Island Development Sdn Bhd.

Farizan said on Jan 11, 2021, the
state government announced one-off ex-
gratia payments to fishermen and crew
members as follows: Tier 1 tekongs
(RM20,000 each), Tier 1 crew mem-
bers (RM12,960 each), Tier 2 tekongs
(RM13,200 each) and Tier 2 crew mem-
bers (RM5,400 each).

Four fishing units classified as Tier
1 include Permatang Tepi Laut, Sungai
Batu, Teluk Kumbar and Gertak Sanggul
while five fishing units classified as Tier
2 include Teluk Tempoyak, Batu Maung,
Seri Jerejak, Pulau Betong and Kuala
Sungai Burung.

As of April 23, a total of about RM6.7
million in exgratia assistance has been
disbursed to 557 fishermen.

So far, 20 fishermen have also suc-
cessfully passed the helmsman course
to get a certificate of competence recog-
nised by the Marine Department.

With this certification, they are autho-
rised to operate passenger boats legally.
This opens up opportunities for them to
offer water transport services in addition
to their fishing activities.

Out of the 20, five have been employed
as helmsmen in the Silicon Island project.

Farizan added that the SIMP scheme
offers many benefits to the fishermen in-
volved and their family members, includ-
ing the schoolgoing children of fishermen
and those studying at Institutions of High-
er Education (IPT).

“The SIMP is the most comprehensive
scheme that has ever been established in
Malaysia. It not only prioritises the welfare

Farizan showing the progress of
Penang Silicon Island project.
With him is Azmi.

of fishermen but also extends support to
their families.

“The scheme is a prerequisite for the
approval of the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) report for the Penang
South Island project. In 2016, the state
government established a Fishing Task-
force Committee to deliberate and imple-
ment the SIMP scheme.

“While exgratia payments are pro-
vided as oneoff assistance, ongoing
programmes focusing on economic em-
powerment and education are being im-
plemented to enhance their livelihood,”
Farizan explained.

He said the fishermen’s children
have the freedom to select tuition
subjects, with the state government,
through PIC, covering the fees under
the Jaya Didik programme.
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uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Siti Nuratikah Rahmat

P ENANG still leads the way as
the nation’s top exporter as
shown by recently-released sta-
tistics.

In March, Penang led the nation's ex-
ports, reaching RM41.152 billion, com-
manding a remarkable 32% share of the
nation’s total exports.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
the achievement underscored Penang's
ability to outperform states twice its size,
showcasing its formidable economic
prowess.

Chow further highlighted Penang's
continued dominance in 2023, retain-
ing its top position with exports totalling
RM435 billion, constituting 31% of the
nation's total exports.

“Penang is dedicated to advancing its
competitive edge while placing a strong
emphasis on nurturing talent for bur-
geoning high-tech industries,” he said in
his speech at a luncheon dialogue host-
ed recently by the Malaysian Internation-
al Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(MICCI) Penang.

“Through a series of strategic initia-

Chow and Tan (ninth from left) in a group picture with other guests present at the event.

Penang retains top
exporter status

tives, the state actively fosters a robust
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) talent pool to address
the escalating needs of the industry.

“Fostering ongoing collaboration be-
tween the state and industry stakehold-
ers remains paramount for sustained
growth and innovation.

"Forums such as our luncheon dia-
logue today facilitate vital public-private

conversations, enabling us to stay
abreast of the latest industry trends and
collaborate on developments,” he added.
He highlighted the state government's
proactive approach in collaborating with
government agencies and academia to
synergise capabilities, fostering compre-
hensive industry development.
Furthermore, Chow stressed the im-
portance of various elements such as ro-

bust connectivity, abundant talent supply,
reliable infrastructure, efficient transpor-
tation systems, and other factors crucial
for maintaining competitiveness.

MICCI northern branch chairman Da-
tuk Brian Tan Guan Hooi affirmed the or-
ganisation's commitment to collaborate
closely with the Penang government and
relevant stakeholders in enhancing the
prosperity of Penang.

Seberang Perai’s eco-tourism potential

SEBERANG Perai has
tremendous  poten-
tial for eco-tourism
across its districts,
offering diverse
natural landscapes
and attractions from
north to south.

Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow made
this observation dur-
ing his visit to the Juru Auto City eco-park
site on May 3 as part of his “Jelajah ¥
Penang” in the Batu Kawan parliamen-
tary constituency.

He was accompanied by assemblymen
Gooi Hsiao-Leung (Bukit Tengah) and Goh
Choon Aik (Bukit Tambun).

“Today, | had the opportunity to visit
several places in each constituency of
the Batu Kawan parliamentary area.

“Now, we are here at the Juru Auto City
eco-park to further understand about the
site, an initiative spearheaded by Juru
Auto City.

“The Juru Auto City has always been
a strategic partner for the Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) as well as
the state government in advancing
green initiatives and sustainable devel-
opment,” Chow said.

Chow said Juru Auto City has embraced
good practices concerning the utilisation
of natural resources, recycling practices,
and has organised various awareness
campaigns on environmental issues.

“The Sungai Juru eco-tourism project
was approved by the state government
five years ago.

“Maybe it took time to complete this
project because it needed to develop a

Teoh explaining the concept of
Juru Auto City eco-park.

concept that aligns with the theme of
eco-tourism.

“I am happy that the partnership be-
tween the private sector and government
has become fruitful, creating a new eco-
tourism site now,” Chow said.

Chow, who is also the Batu Kawan MP,
said the involvement of the private sector
is crucial in enhancing the state govern-
ment's development, with the Juru Auto
City eco-park site serving as an example.

“| believe many developers are inter-
ested in using the tagline ‘eco-tourism’ in
Seberang Perai.

“Among the ecotourism sites located
in Seberang Perai are Kampung Agong,
mangrove forest in Penaga, and also sev-
eral locations along Sungai Muda can be
developed as eco-tourism sites.

“Other than that, the Air Itam Dalam
forest, fruit farm in Bukit Mertajam and
fishing village in Bukit Tambun can be
seen as eco-tourism initiatives, includ-
ing the eco-park at the Juru Auto City,”
Chow said.

Meanwhile, Juru Auto City founder Gar-
ry Teoh said a study on ecological spe-
cies will be conducted for the next nine
months and a mechanism to protect the
species will be then constructed.
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Bringing Penang-made to the world

=Story by Kevin Vimal

$ the agency
tasked with
promoting Ma-

laysia’s exports to the

world, the Malaysia
External Trade Devel-
opment  Corporation
(Matrade) aims to take

the “Made in Penang” brand
to more foreign markets.

Matrade Northern Region di-
rector Saudah Isa (pix) said the
agency is now focused on rais-
ing the bar for businesses in the
services sector in Penang, con-
sidering its overall contribution
to the state’s economic growth.

“We all know that Penang is a
manufacturing hub, and it hous-
es toptier multinational com-
panies from across the globe.
However, there is more to offer
apart from this high-performing
industry.

“The state is also an estab-
lished and well-known tourism
destination for both local and
international visitors.

“Therefore, we
hope to tap into this
area (services) to
showcase it on the
international  stage,
and our market, for
now, is countries in
the Asean region,”
Saudah said during
a brief interview with

Buletin Mutiara at the Setia
SPICE Convention Centre in Bay-
an Baru on May 3.

When asked to comment
on the gold export prospects
from Penang, Saudah said the
state undeniably plays a sig-
nificant role in gold exports to
neighbouring countries, such as
China, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Singapore and beyond.

“The numbers are promising
when we speak about the quan-
tity of gold being exported from
Penang, but there is always
room for further improvement
to ensure Penang becomes a
major hub for sourcing gold and
jewellery among key traders
worldwide,” she added.

Taman Gamelan Indah gets upgraded basketball court

A SAFER and more conducive
basketball court is now open
for residents of Taman Gamelan
Indah in Bukit Tambun for their
recreational activities.

The basketball court has
been upgraded into a sheltered
facility at a cost of RM528,957.

The investment includes vari-
ous enhancements, including
upgraded basketball flooring,
electrical wiring, installation of
floodlights, gates and other es-
sential amenities.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who is also Batu Kawan MP,
said the cost for the project is
borne by the state government.

“This basketball court project
was carried out based on the
residents’ request.

“Before embarking on any
sports facility upgrades, the
state government conducts
an engagement session with
the local community to un-
derstand their specific needs

and preferences.

“Thus, with the completion
of this new upgraded basketball
court, we hope it will not only
foster a healthy community here
but also spur interest, especial-
ly among the youths, in sports.

“l also hope that the resi-
dents here will take good care
of this facility and fully utilise it,”
Chow said when visiting the bas-

The view of the newly-
upgraded basketball
court for the Taman
Gamelan Indah
community.

ketball court on May 3.

Also present were Penang
Local Government, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jason H’ng Mooi
Lye, Bukit Tambun assembly-
man Goh Choon Aik, then Se-
berang Perai City Council (MB-
SP) mayor Datuk Azhar Arshad
and Chow’s political secretary
Lau Keng Ee.
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