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STEM set to thrive
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SCIENCE, Technology, En-
Agineering and Mathematics

(STEM) talent blueprint to drive
industrial and technological growth
was officially launched recently.

The blueprint was developed by the
Penang STEM Working Group, a special
committee comprising InvestPenang,
Penang Institute, Penang Skills Develop-
ment Centre (PSDC), Motorola Solutions,
Pentamaster and Intel.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow and In-
vestment, Trade, and Industry (MITI) Min-
ister Tengku Datuk Seri Zafrul Abdul Aziz
officiated the launch.

Chow highlighted that the primary goal
of the blueprint is to create a sustainable
pipeline of skilled STEM professionals to
support Penang’s industrial future, align-
ing with the New Industrial Master Plan
(NIMP) 2030 and the National Semicon-
ductor Strategy (NSS).

“The blueprint’s vision is to establish a
highly skilled and sustainable STEM work-
force, essential for Penang’s longterm
success in an ever-evolving industrial and
technologjcal landscape,” Chow said.

He added that the blueprint’s mission
is anchored in the “THRIVE” principles
— Transform, Hire, Retain, Invest, Value,
and Enable — which focus on collabora-
tion between government agencies to
implement policies and frameworks that
foster STEM development.

Chow also noted the blueprint’s
ambitious “2X strategy”, which aims
to double the number of STEM enroll-
ments in secondary schools, increase
STEM graduates from universities, boost
STEM-elated Technical and Vocational

he 'ue“print’s vision istb stlblish
a highly skilled and sustainable STEM

workforce

Education and Training (TVET) output,
and significantly raise the participation
of girls in STEM fields.

The strategy also seeks to double the
number of high-value jobs in the region.

One of the flagship projects within
the blueprint is the Penang Chip Design
Academy, part of the Penang Silicon
Design @5km+ initiative, which aims to
meet the growing demand for chip de-
sign engineers.

“We are confident that the Penang
STEM Talent Blueprint will contribute
significantly to the missions and goals
of NIMP 2030 and the NSS, particularly
in ensuring a steady supply of technical

Chow

and engineering talents to support the
targets of attracting at least RM500 bil-
lion in investments under Phase | of the
NSS,” Chow stated.

He also expressed Penang’s willing-
ness to share its expertise and experi-
ences with other states, suggesting that
this blueprint could serve as a model for
national replication.

Zafrul also expressed his support,
noting that MITI welcomes the Penang
government’s STEM Talent Blueprint as
a key initiative for developing a robust in-
dustrial talent pipeline.

“This whole-of-nation effort is crucial,
not only in nurturing the right skilled tal-

ent to meet industry demands but also
in signaling to potential investors that
Malaysia is committed to facilitating their
investments and addressing their talent
needs.

“In short, this STEM Talent Blueprint
will pave the way for making Malaysia
a regional manufacturing and services
hub, reinforcing our value proposition as
a global starting point,” he said.

At the event’s conclusion, Chow for-
mally handed over the Penang STEM
Talent Blueprint to Zafrul for integration
into the NSS, which falls under Miti's
purview.

Also present were Deputy Finance
Minister Lim Hui Ying, who is also the
Tanjong MP, Deputy Chief Minister Il Jag-
deep Singh Deo, InvestPenang chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian, and
Tech Dome Penang chief executive offi-
cer Khoo Boo Wooi.




The new RIGOL
Technologies

plant marks its /
first footprint
overseas.
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WELL-known high-
Atech enterprise in the

test and measurement
industry, RIGOL Technologies
Co Ltd, has officially opened
its new state-of-the-art factory
in Penang.

It is the company’s first over-
seas manufacturing plant, R&D
centre and service centre.

RIGOL’s subsidiary company
in Penang is RIGOL Technolo-
gies (Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd.

The new facility is situated on
90,040 sq ft of land at the Bay-
an Lepas Free Trade Zone (FTZ)
Phase 4 with a factory footprint
of 78,024 sq ft.

The total investment involved
is over RM100 million,

RIGOL's main products in-

clude a digital oscilloscope,
waveform generator, RF instru-
ment, power supply and elec-
tronic load, multimeter and data
collector.

The Chinese-based company
provides testing and measure-
ment support for scientific re-
search, product development
and manufacturing for educa
tion and scientific research, in-
dustrial production, communica-
tion industry, transportation and
energy, consumer electronics
and other industries.

RIGOL Technologies founder
and board chairman Rico Wang
said the new facility will serve as
their first overseas research and
development (R&D) and manu-
facturing base, representing a
critical step in this industry.

“The new plant will also en-
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able RIGOL to achieve greater
market expansion and techno-
logical breakthroughs on a glob-
al scale.

“After all, we believe Pen-
ang’s unique advantages will
provide us with strong support.
This place offers environmental,
locational, resource, and trade
policy advantages.

“It has high-tech semiconduc-
tor industrial parks and holds a
prominent position in the global
electronics industry, earning the
reputation of being the ‘Silicon
Valley of the East’,” Wang said
in his speech during the opening
ceremony.

Also present were Invest
Penang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian, Malaysian
Investment Development Au-
thority (Mida) chief executive of-

ficer Sikh Shamsul Ibrahim Sikh
Abdul Majid, International Trade
and Industry (Miti) Ministry di-
rector Siti Norbaya Kamaludin
and Penang Mida director Mu-
hammad Ghaddaffi Sardar Mo-
hamed.

Meanwhile, Loo said she was
delighted to welcome RIGOL
Technologjes to Penang.

“Today’s grand opening cer-
emony signifies the beginning
of an exciting chapter for your
company as well as Penang.
We welcome hightechnology
companies such as yourself to
expand your footprint here.

“The Penang government
through InvestPenang is com-
mitted to continue engaging in-
vestors and facilitating project
implementation in the state,”
she said.

Six heritage buildings
revitalised since 2018

A TOTAL of six heritage build-
ings in the George Town Unesco
World Heritage Site have been
restored under the George Town
World Heritage Habitat Seed
Fund since 2018.

The latest to join the restored
list is No. 5, Lebuh King.

The others are No. 1 Lorong
Muda, No. 23 Lebuh Queen,
No. 25 Lebuh Queen, No. 41
Lebuh Bishop and No. 42A
Lebuh Bishop.

Speaking at the completion
ceremony for No. 5 Lebuh King,
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
announced Penang has allocat-
ed RM3 million to support own-
ers of the Category Il Heritage
Buildings with long-term tenants,
helping them with the repair and
restoration of their properties.

"l am proud to add No. 5 Leb-
uh King to the list of restoration,
with a cost of RM370,606.40.
The comprehensive repairs in-
volve work on the building's fa-
cade, roof tiles, windows, and

flooring, all of which reflect the
historical significance of this
heritage site," he said.

During the event, Chow noted
that many residents in the neigh-
bourhood had moved out from
the city to other townships of
Penang over the past few years.

"From the census that was
conducted, only a few thousand
residents remain compared to a
sizeable population of the past.

"Many of them moved out
from George Town following the
repeal of the Rent Control Act
1966 in 2000, which led to an
increase in rentals," he said.

Recalling the  significant
achievement of George Town
being declared a Unesco World
Heritage Site in 2008, Chow
said about 500 heritage build-
ings were in a dilapidated condi-
tion at the time.

He said the buildings would
collapse if no conservation
and preservation efforts were
undertaken, adding that many

Chow sharing a light moment with Hon Wai (left), Yuee Harng
(second from right), and Ang (right) after the event.

social activists had wished to
maintain the buildings in their
current state.

"However, we chose to pre-
serve the buildings to avoid the
disappearance of intangible and
heritage values from the site.
The buildings can be restored
and used for other business,
but the core structures remain
intact," he said.

Chow also hoped the build-
ings' owners would impose
reasonable monthly rentals to
ensure the tenants could con-
tinue to stay and he praised the
federal government for allocat-

ing RM25 million for the preser-
vation of these buildings.

Also present at the event were
the then State Secretary Datuk
Seri Rosli Isa, Deputy Finance
Minister Lim Hui Ying, who is
also Tanjong MP, state Tourism
and Creative Economy Commit-
tee chairman Wong Hon Wai,
Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng, Pengkalan Kota assem-
blyman Wong Yuee Harng, Pen-
ang Island City Council mayor
Datuk A. Rajendran and George
Town World Heritage Site Incor-
porated general manager Dr Ang
Ming Chee.

Promoting
global tech,
cultural heritage

FROM artificial intelligence
(Al) and big data to blockchain
technology, breakthroughs in
the field of science and tech-
nology have had a significant
impact on society.

Penang, with its strategic lo-
cation, well-known infrastructure
and multicultural society, stands
to benefit from this progress.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the state government is con-
sistently optimising investment
opportunities and policies to ben-
efit the community.

"We are doing our part by up-
grading facilities to attract more
domestic and foreign invest-
ment in the high-tech manufac-
turing industry and information
technology.

"We aim to map Penang as
one of the most attractive invest-
ment destinations in Southeast
Asia," Chow said in his speech
during the 3rd Penang Interna-
tional Hanwang Forum recently.

The forum, organised by the
Beijing International Exchange
Association Sustainable Develop-
ment Committee with co-organ-
isers Aipu International Sdn Bhd
and Seeds of Love Civilisation,
was themed “Global Technology
Innovation and Cultural Heritage”.

Over the years, the forum has
been held across Asia, Europe,
Africa and Central America, at-
tracting participation from thou-
sands of domestic and interna-
tional royalty members, govern-
ment leaders, experts, scholars
and entrepreneurs.

Chow also highlighted the im-
portance of Penang Green Coun-
cil (PGC) in contributing to the
global green economy.

"PGC has made significant
progress in promoting green de-
velopment and remains a pillar of
our environmental agenda," he
noted.

Ray Liu, Beijing International
Exchange Association Sustain-
able Development Committee
president, expressed his plea
sure at attending the forum in
Penang.

"This is an important mile-
stone, particularly as we cele-
brate 50 years of Malaysia-China
diplomatic ties," he said.

Among those present were
State Assembly Speaker Datuk
Seri Law Choo Kiang, Chow's
political secretary Lau Keng Ee,
PGC general manager Josephine
Tan and organising committee
chairman Nariya Lim.
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HIEF Minister Chow
CKon Yeow believes

there is no oversupply
of hotels in Penang.

Chow said state Tourism and
Creative Economy Committee
chairman Wong Hon Wai had
informed him that 10 new ho-
tels are set to come up over the
next few years as the state con-
tinues to attract an increasing
number of tourists.

“l understand these hotels
would add about 4,000 rooms
to the state’s accommodation
capacity.

“I don’t think there is an over-
supply of hotels in the state. In
fact, at numerous international
conferences or conventions,
there was often a shortage of
hotel rooms.

“There is definitely room for
more hotels to accommodate
the increasing number of visi-
tors and tourists to Penang,”
Chow said in response to a
reporter's question after wit-
nessing the signing ceremony
between MTT Hospitality and
Pan Pacific Hotels Group to
transform Evergreen Laurel
Hotel into Gurney Bay Hotel, a
Parkroyal partner hotel.

During his speech at the
ceremony, Chow said the tour-
ism industry has long been
a crucial economic driver for
Penang, creating jobs and fos-
tering economic growth.

“In 2023 alone, Penang re-
corded almost seven million
tourist arrivals, a clear sign
of the industry’s resilience
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Ong and Choe (wearing a yellow tie) exchanging their documents as Chow, Wong (second row, third
from left) and Rajendran (second row, right) look on.

and appeal.

“The increasing availability
of direct international flights
to Penang will undoubtedly
continue to fuel this growth.

“Tourism is also an inte-
gral component of our Pen-
ang2030 vision. Since intro-
ducing our vision’s accelera-
tion phase, we have been fo-
cused on doubling the level of
tourist satisfaction by 2030.

“Currently, we are at 84%.
Therefore, | believe we can
double down on this figure even
before 2030 if the mushroom-
ing of such partnerships were
to continue,” Chow said.

He described the signing
as a significant milestone for
both the MTT Group of Compa-

nies and the Pan Pacific Hotels
Group, marking a new chapter
in Penang’s vibrant hospitality
landscape.

The collaboration will initially
see the establishment of the
Gurney Bay Hotel, a Parkroyal
Partner Hotel, which by 2026
will evolve into the Parkroyal
Gurney Bay Hotel.

This partnership, accord-
ing to Chow, is a testament
to a shared vision of excel-
lence, innovation, and com-
mitment to enhancing hospi-
tality in Penang.

Datuk Seri Kenny Ong,
chairman of the MTT Group of
Companies, and Choe Peng
Sum, chief executive officer of
the Pan Pacific Hotels Group,

signed on behalf of their re-
spective companies.

Among the guests pres-
ent were Wong and Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
mayor Datuk A. Rajendran.

The MTT Group, formed in
1963 and noted as a pioneer
and leader in logistics, has
expanded its interest in vari-
ous sectors, including prop-
erty development, education
and hospitality.

Ong said in March this
year, MTT Group acquired
the hotel and then embarked
on a thorough search for an
ideal partner to elevate this
property to new heights.

He said they encountered
many potential operators and
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‘No hotel oversupply’

were impressed with the pro-
fessionalism and philosophy
that Pan Pacific Hotels Group
upheld.

“However, the main in-
gredient that has led to to-
day’'s ceremony was down
to one critical factor — the
people. From the very initial
stages, every single repre-
sentative from PPHG that
we met instilled confidence
and comfort that we were in
the right hands,” said Ong,
who also commended his
three children for their ef-
forts in striking a partner-
ship with PPHG.

Choe thanked MTT Group
for selecting PPHG as its part-
ner and expressed confidence
that their strategic collabora-
tion would result in a distinctive
hotel that would positively con-
tribute to Penang’s hospitality
landscape.

He also praised the Penang
government for CNN'’s listing of
Penang as one of the top destina-
tions to visit in 2022, the Unesco
status awarded to George Town,
the increasing tourism figures,
the Penang2030 vision, includ-
ing the development of Gurney
Bay as the iconic waterfront
destination, and the upcoming
expansion of the Penang Interna-
tional Airport.

“Pan Pacific Hotels Group is
excited to operate Gurney Bay
Hotel,” Choe said.

State govt, PHA join forces to strengthen hospitality industry

THE Penang government is
committed to working closely
with the Penang Hoteliers As-
sociation (PHA) to support the
growth and development of the
state’s hospitality sector.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said PHA, over the years,
has played a significant role in
Penang'’s tourism industry.

He said this also includes
their continued support of the
state government’s efforts to
promote Penang as a premier
destination for travellers from
all over the world.

“Penang has long been
known as a destination that of-
fers a unigue blend of culture,
history and natural beauty.

“Our island, with its rich
heritage and vibrant culinary
scene, attracts visitors from

all corners of the globe.

“However, it is the warm
hospitality and the world-class
service provided by our hote-
liers that truly make Penang
an unforgettable destination,”
Chow said in his speech during
the PHA 67th Anniversary Din-
ner recently.

Also present were Penang
Tourism and Creative Economy
Committee chairman Wong Hon
Wai, Pengkalan Kota assembly-
man Wong Yuee Harng and PHA
chairman Foong Hon Beng.

According to Chow, the
state government will contin-
ue to invest in infrastructure,
promote Penang as a premier
tourist destination, and en-
sure that the state’s policies
are conducive to the success
of the hotel industry.

Chow also announced that
under the Penang2030 vision,
strategic initiative B3 (creat-
ing a variety of quality tourism
products across the island and

mainland) has managed to
achieve 94% of targeted goals
even before 2030.

“Besides that, the expan-
sion of the Penang Internation-
al Airport, which is expected
to be completed in 2028, will
boost Penang’s connectivity to
the world.

“To date, Penang serves
more than 10 direct internation-
al flights to destinations around
Asia and connects to more than
10 larger airports that serve the
wider globe.

“We are aiming for more di-
rect flights to Penang from key
destinations, such as Seoul and
Tokyo to further connect Penang
to the world.

“By doing so, we hope to at-
tract more visitors to Penang and
boost the occupancy and rev-
enue of your hotels,” said Chow.

Chow added there are
plans to organise more re-

gional and international level
events to showcase Penang’s
unique offerings.

He also congratulated PHA
on its 67th anniversary.

“Your dedication and hard
work have not only contributed
to the success of your industry
but have also played a vital role
in strengthening the economic
and social fabric of our state.

“l am confident that with your
continued commitment, the
next 67 years will be even more
successful,” he said.

Foong (pix) expressed his op-
timism for continued collabora-
tion between PHA and the state
government for the betterment
of the hotel industry in Penang.

“Let us all work together to re-
cover and rejuvenate Penang’s
tourism industry,” he said.
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set up, Miraico Sdn Bhd has

become a key player in the
smart farming industry, with a
unique focus on the Black Sol-
dier Fly (BSF)

With sustainability and in-
novative agricultural practices
being the byword these days,
Miraico stands out as the first
company in Penang dedicated to
sustainable BSF larvae farming.

Founded in May last year with
an initial investment of around
RM500,000, the company has
fully tapped into the potential of
BSF through the use of automa-
tion, artificial intelligence (Al),
and data analytics.

Their farm is located at Kam-
pung Valdor in Sungai Bakap.

Miraico founder and business
development head Alex Ang
said black soldier flies offer sig-
nificant benefits in agriculture,
waste management and sus-
tainability.

“They efficiently convert or-
ganic waste into valuable bio-

INjust over a year since it was

mass and compost, reducing
landfill volumes.
“As a highprotein feed

source, BSF larvae provide a
sustainable alternative to tradi-

An example of the
Black Soldier Fly.

Larvae of the Black
Soldier Fly.

tional livestock and aquaculture
feeds, thus, lowering environ-
mental impact.

“The nutrientrich frass pro-
duced by BSF also enhances
soil health and promotes robust
plant growth,” Ang told Buletin
Mutiara during a recent inter-
view at the farm.

According to Ang, the com-
pany can produce around 200kg
of black soldier fly larvae per
month.

“Among products produced
using BSF larvae are organic fer-
tiliser, crude oil, protein powder
and sustainable pet and animal
feed.

“These products offer sus-
tainable solutions for agriculture
and livestock as well,” he said.

Ang added their products are
usually used by chicken farm-
ers and other agricultural busi-
nesses.

“We are not trying to change
the food patterns of livestock
but rather enhance them with

oy ‘m
l

our highly nutritious products,”
he said.

Miraico sells its products
through social media platforms,
including Shopee, Lazada, Tik-
Tok, Facebook and Instagram,
and also through its own website
at https://miraico.com.my/.

The company also plans to
expand its market internationally
as it continues to grow.

Ang also explained that

Ang (left) sald black “
soldier,flicsfofferg
significant'benefits

in agriculture; waste
managementhand P
sustainability "% |}

black soldier flies differ from
normal flies.

“Normal flies carry harmful
pathogens that can be transmit-
ted to humans when they con-
taminate their food. However,
black soldier flies are harmless,
do not carry any harmful patho-
gens and are environmentally
safe,” he said.

With vast potential in this
field, Miraico is not stopping at

Pioneenng sustainable
BSF famung

the black soldier fly.

Looking to the future, the
company plans to explore other
insect species that can contrib-
ute to its mission of sustainabil-
ity and innovation.

As demand for sustainable
products continues to rise, Mi-
raico is preparing to scale up its
operations, with plans to move
to a larger farm by the end of
this year.
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Ng (centre) together with Lim (first row, fourth from left) and other guests holding the fire

extinguishers during the ceremony.

100 fire extinguishers for Kampung Pisang residents

A TOTAL of 100 fire extinguish-
ers were distributed to the
Kampung Pisang residents in
Air Itam recently, courtesy of
the Lions Club of Tanjung.

A brief presentation ceremo-
ny was held at the village to
mark the occasion.

Lions Club of Tanjung presi-
dent Datuk Lim Chun Khon
emphasised the importance
of such initiatives in prepar-
ing residents for potential fire
emergencies.

“A demonstration on how to

use the fire extinguisher also
was carried out by firemen.

“It is crucial not only to have
a fire extinguisher at home but
also to know how to use it.

“Being equipped with this
knowledge can help save lives
and property. This is our main
objective for the programme to-
day,” he said.

Air ltam assemblyman Jo-
seph Ng Soon Siang, who was
also present, praised the Lions
Club of Tanjung for their efforts,
highlighting the extra precau-

tion this initiative brings to the
community during fire incidents.

He said knowledge is key
for the public to act as first
responders during a fire emer-
gency.

“Besides that, the concept
of ‘one home, one fire extin-
guisher’ is an excellent prac-
tice that should be adopted
widely,” Ng said.

He also mentioned plans to
install more fire hydrants in the
village to further enhance emer-
gency preparedness.
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since a beautiful, nature-
driven  friendship  was
forged between the Penang
Botanic Gardens and Itabashi
Botanical Garden in Tokyo.
Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow reflected on this long-
standing relationship, which
began in 1994, and empha-
sised that Penang is always
open to forming bonds and
establishing friendships with
cities from around the world.
“Penang has developed
various sister-city relation-
ships with many cities glob-
ally, and Japan has always
been an essential part of

IT has been three decades

this network. We share im-
portant links with Yokohama
and Kanagawa Prefecture in
Japan.

“The Penang Botanic Gar-
dens is a very important land-
mark here in Penang and is of-
ten a key attraction that draws
tourists from afar and near.

“I believe the same is true
with Itabashi Botanical Gar-
den in Japan,” Chow said
during a courtesy visit by
[tabashi mayor Takeshi Saka-
moto at his office in Komtar
recently.

Chow thanked the Japa-
nese government, agencies,
and relevant departments for
their presence in Malaysia,
particularly in Penang.

“I believe the Penang gov-
ernment has benefitted from

the technical expertise and
exchanges provided by the
Japanese community in Ma-
laysia over the years.

“From time to time, we still
have Japanese agencies ex-
pressing interest in exploring
collaboration with our state
government, and we appreci-
ate the technical competence
that they bring to share with
our people,” he added.

Sakamoto expressed his
appreciation for the enduring
friendship and called for both
cities to collaborate in areas
deemed of mutual interest to
further strengthen their bond
in the future.

Also present during the
courtesy visit was Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
mayor Datuk A. Rajendran.

Sakamoto (right) presenting a souvenir to Chow at the meeting .

i

T

'HUBUNGI

CCccC DI

PEROLEHI

==

fg/
et LA

DISHAUN
UNTUR

SUNITEUF =R

+6016-3362535

HINAT HETGHTS

| B LISl 5 e 0 1 i) ) I
TANJONG TOKONG, PULAU PINANG

DIBUKA UNTUK JUALAN
WREADR: RM2,750,000

* TERHAD 22 UNIT

* HAKMILIK KEKAL

« LOKAS| STRATEGIK

« KELUASAN SEHINGGA 3777 K.F.

* 11 UNIT DILENGKAPI LIFT

» KABINET DAPUR LENGKAP DISEDIAKAN
« DILENGKAPI PENGHAWA DINGIN

= SISTEM PENGGERA KESELAMATAN

» FASILITI GIMNASIUM & KOLAM RENANG
« YURAM GUAMAN SPA DIBIAYAI PEMAJU
« SKIM BINA DAN JUAL

URBANIHUE

DEVELOPMENT

Pemaje Urban Hue Development Sdn Bl (114 7550-W) | Alamat: Unit 13.07, 13th Floor Plaza MWE, No.B Lebuh Farquhar, {200 Gesrgelown, Pulau Pinang. | Telefon: «G04-262 7535 [Nn.F:l.x- oG04 - 63 7535 E

Laman web: www hinadhweighl s oom Itmnl: empuiriesiurbanhuecommy - No Kelulusan Pelan Bangunan: MBPPSOSC/PBI0682/1BILB) Nama Projek: Hinai Heighls - Tarikh (L0 Perakuvan Siap dan Pematuhanc %hb Dgos 2025
Bilangan Unit: 22 - Bina Dan kel - Luas Kediaman: Anggaran 2,836kp sehingga 3.7 7kp - Jenis Kediaman: Rumah Bandar Duplex - Bilangan parkir seunit: 2 atau 3 - Harga Jualam: RM2, 750, 000{Minimem)

Fihak Berkuasa Yang Meluluskan: Majlis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang  Pegangan TanahcKekal - Sekatan Terhadap Tanab: Tiada

[iskaun Bumipstera Sehanyak: %%
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin

bagandalamn09@gmail.com

EB 04-313 1002

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid

mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

ET 017 - 813 3509
04 - 540 0006

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -2618715

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013 -399 0519
F) 04 - 551 1442

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Gooi Zi Sen
gooizisen@penang.gov.my.

(T) 012 - 500 1571

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaocleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.16 PERAI
YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu

nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H’ ng M00| Lye
niQ il

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
dapairputih@gmail.com

(T) 04 -829 0614

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah

M

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Bukhori Ghazali

(M

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Mohd Sobri Salleh (M)
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff m
N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR

YB Azmi Alang m
N.10 SEBERANG JAYA

YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah M
N.11 PERMATANG PASIR

YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim m

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol
n21sgachehpk@gmail.com

m 04 - 593 2408
F

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Lee Boon Hen

leeboonheng24@gmail.com

(T) 011 -2773 6684

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng

joshuawoosz@gmail.com

(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng

pengkalankota@dappg.org

EB 04 -299 2574

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwail97 mail

T) 04 - 826 1898
i

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtar@dappg.org

ET; 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol

fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

N.31 BATU LANCANG

N.02 BERTAM

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

g

YB Ong Ah Teong T) 04 - 280 4411
ongahteong@penang.gov.my 04 - 280 4422
N.32 SERI DELIMA

YB Tan Hooi Peng T) 04 - 659 5611
n32seridelima@gmail.com

N.12 PENANTI
YB Zulkefli Bakar

M

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Abidin Ismail

U]

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah

M

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

M

NAMA No Tel/ No Faks

Hotline
?T) 04 -291 0123

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

$T) 04- 3137987
H) 012 - 248 5938

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.har n35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

m 018 -388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz
m ri m@gmail.

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976
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, Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas.
. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 Okteber hingga 31 Disember 2024,

. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna,

. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 24 cm).

. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan kompuler adalah tidak dibenarkan.
. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri,
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Chow’s word on press freedom

uStory by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Alissala Thian

HE media in Penang can count on
the state government to cooper-

ate to ensure information is con-
veyed to the people in a transparent
and accurate manner, says Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow.

“As Chief Minister, | will continue to
support your cause and mission, and |
will ensure press freedom in Penang will
always be protected, celebrating democ-
racy in line with the rules and regulations
imposed,” Chow said in his speech dur-
ing the Penang Mutiara Media Club an-
nual general meeting (AGM) recently.

Chow added accuracy, impartiality and
transparency are vital in fostering peo-
ple’s trust in the media.

He said maintaining a healthy rela-
tionship with the media is crucial for
ensuring the state’s continuous eco-
nomic growth and keeping the public
well-informed about current events in
an appropriate manner.

“The Penang government has always
aspired to sustain a longstanding and
fruitful relationship with news agencies.

Chow with the Penang Mutiara Media Club members, partners and sponsors at the AGM.

Over the years, it has been evident that
the people have been wellinformed
about Penang’s development across
various sectors.

“Without the media, it would be al
most impossible for the rakyat to know
the progress of all the projects we carry
out, putting aside fake news and misin-
formation that’s a trend these days.

“In my 40 years in politics, | have
to be honest that sometimes | have
been put to the test with challenging
questions by the media. However, in
that process, | often realised that |
was also learning and sharpening my
knowledge on that particular subject,”
Chow said.

This year marks the club’s fifth AGM.

Chow commended the club for its ef-
forts to boost unity among the media
personnel in Penang, whilst practising
the highest level of integrity and profes-
sionalism in the journalism circle.

“The Penang Mutiara Media Club is
not only a platform to share knowledge
and experience but also an advocate for
the rights of reporters and the interest of

its members.

“With new faces ready to take up
this challenge, | hope that the club will
continue to stay relevant, effective,
and instrumental in the news scene in
Penang,” he added.

Also present was former Penang Mu-
tiara Media Club president Mohd Iskan-
dar Othman.
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(From second Ieft) Wong, Rajendran and Ramkarpal plantmg a ‘Pmang sapling at
the launch of the neighbourhood park. With them are Tan (left) and Rohaizat (right).

MBPP completes 56 open upgrade projects

THE Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
has successfully completed 56 open
space upgrade projects, with a total ex-
penditure of RM14.7 million, from 2008
until now.

MBPP mayor Datuk A. Rajendran an-
nounced this achievement at the launch
of the newly upgraded Neighbourhood
Park at Persiaran Paya Terubong 2 in Re-
lau recently.

The park upgrade, which took eight
months to complete, cost RM420,480.

He said MBPP, in its efforts to en-
hance the green network, has recorded
the planting of 305,537 shady trees from
2018 to July 2024.

This initiative aligns with the goals of
the Sustainable Development Goals (for
sustainable cities and communities).

“In ensuring the wellbeing of urban
life, MBPP remains focused on upgrading
open spaces and creating green environ-
ments to facilitate public recreation and
promote well-being across all demograph-
ics and age groups, in line with the state
government’s vision towards Penang Age-
Friendly City 2030.

“With more public spaces like this, the
people of Penang will have more choices
for suitable locations with comfortable
facilities to engage in recreation and
healthy lifestyles.

“In 2025, MBPP will continue its ef-
forts to upgrade open spaces with a total
allocation of RM5.5 million.

“I hope this neighbourhood park will
be utilised by everyone and that the fa
cilities provided will be well-maintained to
prevent vandalism. | also hope the other
upgraded projects will be well-utilised and
properly cared for by the local commu-
nity,” Rajendran said during his speech.

The park, measuring approximately
an acre, is equipped with facilities like
pedestrian pathways, a multi-purpose
plaza, children’s playground equipment,
a volleyball court, concrete benches,
benches for persons with disabilities
(PWD), PWD pathways, motorcycle barri-
ers, concrete bollards, park lighting and
tree planting.

At the park, a total of 1,800 shrubs
have been planted, comprising four dif-
ferent species, to create a colourful
flora impact and improve the environ-
ment’s quality.

Among those present were state Tour-
ism and Creative Economy Committee
chairman Wong Hon Wai, who is also
the Paya Terubong assemblyman, Bukit
Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh, MBPP
councillors Tan Soo Siang and Rohaizat
Hamid, and Sri Relau MPKK chairman
Tai Yun Hin.



Chow halls state-level MHS

Girls holdlng Malaysian flags during the event, which coincided with

Merdeka month.

HIEF Minister Chow
CKon Yeow has lauded
the state-level Malaysia
Hindu Sangam (MHS) for its
efforts over the years to em-
power the Indian community.

MHS boasts a history of
more than 60 years in Malay-
sia, with its mission to promote
the spiritual, moral, cultural and
social interests of the Hindus
remaining steadfast to this day.

Chow said, at the state level,
MHS has been active not only in
welfare services and religious
development but also in empow-
ering Indian students through
education.

“The society places a strong
emphasis on education for In-
dian students, offering religious
classes, computer classes, and
seminars at no cost.

“In line with these efforts,
MHS Penang has also be-
come a catalyst for the de-
velopment of Indian women
in social services, creating a
formidable platform for wom-
en in Penang to grow, learn,
and lead,” Chow said in his
speech during the closing cer-
emony of the Thirumurai recit-
al programme at SJK (T) Mak
Mandin school hall in Butter-
worth recently.

“The Women Bureau under
MHS has also taken significant
steps to create safe spaces for
families, particularly those fac-
ing domestic violence, by sup-
porting and empowering women
in every aspect of their lives.

“Meanwhile, its Youth Bureau
has been proactive in nurturing,
training, and most importantly,
empowering Indian youths to
be ready to lead the community
and address the various chal
lenges they face.

“As a result, you are creating
competent Indian youths who

NOVEMBER 1-—15, 2024

can bring our country’s progress
to a higher level,” he said, ado-
ing the Penang government wel-
comes this progress from the
two bureaus.

“The progress is instrumental
and crucial to the development
of both Indian youth and women
within the state.

“| strongly encourage further
engagement and collaboration
between the MHS Penang, the
Penang Youth Development Cor-
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Chow (seen here walking into a sea of flags) received a rapturous welcome as he arrived for the event.

poration (PYDC) and the Penang
Women’s Development Corpora-
tion (PWDC).

“Parallel to your cause, these
agencies have been commit-
ted and steadfast in supporting
the growth of youth and women
through their comprehensive
social, communal, and even
personal developmental pro-
grammes.

“Therefore, | believe these
collaborations will be the best

fit for your society in moving for-
ward,” Chow said.

The participants at the Thiru-
murai recital programme were
Indian students from various
schools in Penang, and the
event was the finale before they
could earn their ticket to com-
pete at the national level soon.

It is understood that Thirumu-
rai music, an act of reverberat-
ing ancient holy verses, originat-
ed about 1,500 years ago and is

still popularly sung by the Tamil
people without much change to
the original music compositions
as rendered by the Thirumurai
saints.

Teaching Thirumurai means
teaching both Tamil music and
religious knowledge together.

Also present at the event were
Jelutong MP RSN Rayer, Senator
DrR.A. Lingeshwaran, MHS presi-
dent T. Ganesan, and Penang
MHS chairman A. Tharman.

Empowering the homeless

AFTER nearly a year of operation,
the transit centre for the homeless
in Jalan C.Y. Choy in George Town
has become a vital stepping stone
for individuals seeking to rebuild
their lives.

The RM4.4 million facility, ini-
tiated by the state government,
has been serving the homeless
community since its opening on
Sept 1 last year.

In an interview with Bule-
tin Mutiara recently,
general  manager
Nazatulwanis
Mohd  Khorish
(pix) highlighted
the  centre’'s
significant role
in empowering
the homeless
to reintegrate
into society.
"We

have been helping many to earn
a living after their stay at the
centre. Some have become in-
dependent, while others have
successfully joined institutions
to continue their daily lives with
dignity,” she said.

The centre provides tempo-
rary shelter, with a maximum
stay of two weeks under specific
circumstances.

During their stay, residents
are presented with various op-
tions, including returning to their

b, families or joining governmen-

tal or nongovernmental or-
ganisations.

“At our transit centre, we
focus on instilling the right
mindset, with a primary
goal of enabling them to
earn a living. We pro-
vide equal op-
portunities
for them to
acquire soft
skills
and
other
essen-
. tial life

skills,” Nazatulwanis said.

The centre can accommodate
about 50 individuals at any given
time.

So far, it has assisted 108 in
securing employment, facilitated
54 in joining governmental and
non-governmental  institutions,
and advised others to reunite
with their families.

Nazatulwanis noted that 50
homeless individuals have been
caught by enforcement agencies
for various offences, including
drug-related activities.

Four residents were hospital-
ised due to illness, and sadly,
two passed away.

To ensure longterm success,
the centre collaborates with vari-
ous non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) and enforcement
agencies.

Nazatulwanis  emphasised
the importance of these partner-
ships in supporting the home-
less community.

“We have also engaged with
29 companies to explore job
opportunities and are working
closely with Technical and Vo-
cational Education and Training
(TVET) institutions,” she added.

Nazatulwanis  hoped the
homeless would not face dis-

crimination upon re-entering so-
ciety.

She shared that 55.4% of the
centre’s residents are from Pen-
ang, with the rest coming from
neighbouring states.

Their ages range from 23 to
over 70.

However, the centre has cer-
tain restrictions and does not
accept individuals with drug ad-
dictions, mental health issues
or those living with HIV.

The centre offers a range of
daily activities aimed at enhanc-
ing the wellbeing of its resi-
dents.

Some earn extra income by
washing motorcycles, while oth-
ers participate in exercise rou-
tines designed to improve their
health.

Looking ahead, Nazatulwanis
shared that several programmes
are in the pipeline for the coming
months, focusing on continuous
engagement and support for the
homeless community.

In conjunction with the recent
Merdeka celebrations, the cen-
tre organised an event which
was attended by state Social
Development, Welfare, and Non-
Religious Committee chairman
Lim Siew Khim.
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HE days of robots serving
T food to customers may not

be far off going by develop-
ments at Food Bayana, the two-
storey food court at the Bayan
Lepas Free Industrial Zone.

Food Bayana represents a
significant leap into the future
where technology, innovation
and sustainability converge.

Led by Pentamaster Corp
Berhad, this food court marks a
notable milestone in Malaysia’s
journey towards creating inno-
vative and ecofriendly lifestyle
hubs.

Pentamaster Corp Berhad
Group executive chairman Da-
tuk Chuah Choon Bin said Food
Bayana is one of three key com-
ponents of the Bayana Project,
which also includes Bayana Hub
and Bayana Parc.

“Five years ago, the Bayana
Project began with a simple
idea: to transform three parcels
of land offered by the Penang
Development Corporation (PDC)
into bustling food and lifestyle
destinations.

“These parcels, measuring
20,000, 25,000, and 8,000sq
ft respectively, presented unique
challenges that required innova-
tive solutions.

“Parcel B (Food Bayana), the
focal point of today’s celebra-
tion, posed a particularly difficult
challenge due to its relatively
narrow 25,000-sq-t size.

“To maximize space, we de-
cided to construct a two-storey
food court, with food stalls on
the ground floor and dining ar-
eas above.

“However, this design intro-

duced a new problem: how to
efficiently deliver food to custom-
ers seated upstairs.

“This is where Pentamaster’s
expertise in automation came
into play. The solution is a fleet
of automated robots that trans-
port food between floors via an
elevator.

“Customers place their or-
ders at the counter, and food
stall tenants dispatch their
meals upstairs using these
robots, eliminating the need
for diners to carry their trays
themselves,” Chuah said dur-
ing his speech at the Food
Bayana launch recently.

Chuah added, to further en-
hance the dining experience,
Pentamaster introduced an in-
novative food delivery system on
the upper floor.

“Food is delivered to designat-
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ed lockers, which notify custom-
ers via their smartphones when
their orders are ready for pickup.

“This seamless integration
of robotics and automated
storage demonstrates Penta-
master’s expertise in automa-
tion technology and its com-
mitment to improving custom-
er convenience,” he added.

Beyond automation, the Baya-
na Project also sets new bench-
marks in sustainability.

Pentamaster is actively pursu-
ing Green Building Index (GBI)
certification, aiming for a gold
rating for Food Bayana.

If successful, this would make
the Bayana food court the first
in Malaysia to achieve GBI gold
certification, further solidifying
its status as a pioneer in green
building initiatives.

Chuah also announced that

Food Bayana, first
semi-automated foodhub

a4 outithe'automated!

_robots that transport
food between floors
via an elevator. With
him is Chuah (right)

the Bayana Hub on Parcel A is
scheduled to open by next June,
while Bayana Parc on Parcel C
will commence operations on
Jan 1.

“The five-storey Bayana Hub
will feature a variety of facili-
ties, including a drive-thru res-
taurant, convenience stores,
gym facilities, and a rock climb-
ing wall, catering to the needs
of modern urban dwellers. Our
co-working spaces provide the
ideal environment for creativity
and productivity.

“Bayana Parc, with its nature-
inspired design, promises an
upscale dining experience that
combines the tranquility of the
forest with contemporary aes-
thetics,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow expressed pride that
Food Bayana had successfully
integrated a digital payment
system and robotic technology

into its operations.

“Food Bayana operates as
the first semi-automated food
hub in the region, utilising ro-
bot technology to deliver food
to customers.

“I am confident that this proj
ect will undoubtedly add value to
the surrounding area, creating in-
come opportunities for the peo-
ple and enabling them to enjoy a
better quality of life.

“This innovation reflects the
progressive spirit of the free in-
dustrial zone,” he said.

Also present at the event
were Seri Delima assembly-
man Connie Tan, Penang Island
City Council mayor Datuk A.
Rajendran, InvestPenang chief
executive officer Datuk Loo Lee
Lian, PDC chief executive offi-
cer Datuk Aziz Bakar, and Da-
tuk Seri Lee Kah Choon (former
special investment adviser to
the Chief Minister).

Kudos to our

TWO young mathematics wiz
ards have done the nation proud
by winning medals at the recent
International Mathematical Olym-
piad 2024 (IMO 2024).

Wong Jer Ren, 20, won silver
while Tan Min Heng, also 20,
won bronze.

The six team members were
Wong, Tan, Ivan Chan Guan Yu,
Loh Kwong Weng, Daryl Lee Ker
Ru and Leia Mayssa Masyerin.

The Malaysian team was
placed a commendable 33rd out
of 609 participants from 108
countries in the event held at the
University of Bath, England.

For Wong, spending four to
five hours a day studying and
solving mathematical problems

young maths

is the norm.

Wong said his passion for
mathematics began in primary
school.

“| started learning the Ku-
mon Method when | was seven
years old and joined the IMO
programme in Malaysia when |
was 10.

“The Malaysia IMO Commit-
tee is responsible for selecting,
training and managing the Malay-
sian team for the IMO.

“Most of the time, | learn from
our exOlympians and spend four
to five hours daily solving past-
year questions,” Wong told Bule-
tin Mutiara recently.

Wong, who recently com-
pleted his Cambridge A-level

brains

programme at INTI International

College Penang, described his = |
experience with IMO problems

as enjoyable due to their require-
ment for creativity.

“Unlike some mathematical
guestions which can be repeti-
tive or boring, these problems
are challenging,” he said.

Tan, the youngest of three
siblings, also shared his
journey.

“l began learning the Kumon
Method at the age of five. My
first mathematics competition
was the Kangaroo Math Com-
petition, which | participated in
when | was nine.

“l study mathematics dur-
ing my free time, about three

-t
R LB

to four hours on average daily,”
Tan, who won bronze at the IMO
2024, said.

When asked for advice for the '
interested

younger generation
in participating in the IMO Na
tional Selection Test, Wong and
Tan said: “Don'’t let go of your

Tan (left) and
Wong with

heirrespective

dreams. Learn from our ex-Olym-
pians and attempt the pastyear
questions.”
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