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ed building their manufacturing

facilities at Bandar Cassia Tech-
nology Park (BCTP) although BCTP
is expected to be fully completed by
2026.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
is also Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC) chairman, said BCTP includes
not only the construction of the industrial
park itself but also comprehensive earth-
works and infrastructure development.

Commenced in 2022, the BCTP spans
303 acres of net industrial land and rep-
resents a state-ofthe-art industrial hub.

The project is divided into five phas-
es: Phase 1A (60 acres) and Phase 1B
(57.27 acres), Phase 2 (27.47 acres),
Phase 3 (45.45 acres), Phase 4A (25.46
acres) and Phase 4B (9.86 acres), and
Phase 5A (25.32 acres) and Phase 5B
(51.86 acres).

“BCTP reflects Penang’s commit-
ment to catering to the growing de-
mands of both local and international
investors,” Chow said during a site
visit to BCTP recently.

Chow further revealed that 144 acres
of the industrial land has already been
completed, with construction ongoing for
the remaining 159 acres, which includes
road works, the sewerage treatment
plant, and electrical infrastructure.

PDC chief executive officer Datuk Aziz
Bakar was also in attendance.

Chow emphasised that the selection
process for potential investors would be
rigorous.

“We are focused on attracting inves-
tors who adhere to Environmental, Social
and Governance (ESG) principles.

“We are prioritising green and high-
tech industries in Batu Kawan.

“We encourage investors who meet
these criteria to explore opportunities
in BCTP.

“Compared to 2022, our readiness

Two investors have already start-

SCTP on track for
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2026 completion

has significantly improved, and we are Completion and Compliance (CCC) ex-

well-positioned to welcome more inves-

tors,” Chow said.

Following his visit to BCTP, Chow
toured Taman Cassia Cempaka, a
PDC housing project.

Aziz provided an update on the
progress of the housing develop-
ment, which consists of four phas-
es and a total of 233 units.

He noted that Phase One has
sold out, with the Certificate of
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pected by December.
Construction of the remaining phas-

We are well-positioned
to welcome more

investors —
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es is ongoing, with units starting from
RM900,000.

PDC has also completed affordable
housing projects in Batu Kawan,
such as Suria 1.
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NITED STATES-based
u Benchmark  Precision

Technologies has offi-
cially expanded its presence in
Penang with the opening of its
fourth manufacturing facility.

The latest facility, located
in Batu Kawan Industrial Park
(BKIP), spans approximately
8,000 sg metres and includes
additional expansion space for
future development.

This complements the com-
pany’s other three facilities in
Bayan Lepas.

Key capabilities at the new fa-
cility include robotic welding, pre-
cision sheet metal, and frame
fabrication, further strengthen-
ing Benchmark’s manufacturing
expertise.

Benchmark Precision Tech-
nologies Group president Datuk
Dr Bala Murugan stressed that
the expansion enhances the
company’s vertical integration
capabilities, streamlines opera-
tions, and accelerates time-to-
market for customer products
while maintaining the highest
quality standards.

“We expanded our Penang
footprint to increase capacity for
both new and existing custom-
ers, particularly in anticipation
of growth in the semiconductor

GRAND OPENING OF

ENCHMARK PENANG CASSIA

industry by 2025 and beyond.

“Our newest facility integrates
essential capabilities, includ-
ing electronics manufacturing
services, precision machining,
frame manufacturing, system in-
tegration, and post-manufactur-
ing support,” Bala said during
the opening ceremony.

The event was attended by
Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ah-
mad Fuzi Abdul Razak and Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Bala added the new facility

is expected to create up to 200
new jobs over the coming years,
adding to Benchmark’s existing
workforce of 1,500 in Penang.

“This expansion underscores
our commitment to Penang’s
economic growth and aligns
with our strategic roadmap for
the region,” he said.

Chow congratulated Bench-
mark on this significant mile-
stone, calling it a testament
to the company’s commit-
ment to growth and innova-

sets benchmark

tion in the region.

“The grand opening of Bench-
mark Precision Technologies’
new facility marks an exciting
new chapter.

“The ongoing collaboration
between the Penang govern-
ment and the industry fosters
opportunities for growth and de-
velopment that benefit us all.

“l also extend my gratitude to
the Malaysian Investment De-
velopment Authority (Mida) and
InvestPenang for their efforts

Ahmad Fuzuwﬂh "(from Ieft),/

Valkanoff Bala Chow, Benck,
Goh and Sikh'S Shamsul

at the c op.qnmg ceLemony

of Benchmark P‘lgemsmn
Technologies fourth facility at
BatuiKawan Ipdustrial Park.

in maintaining Penang’s status
as a preferred investment loca-
tion,” Chow said.

Other guests at the event in-
cluded Bukit Tambun assembly-
man Goh Choon Aik, InvestPen-
ang chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian, MIDA chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Sikh Sham-
sul lbrahim Sikh Abdul Majid,
Benchmark chief executive of-
ficer and president Jeff Benck,
and Benchmark chief operating
officer Dave Valkanoff.

A GLOBAL supplier of printed
circuit boards (PCBs) and a
subsidiary of Global Brands
Manufacture under the PSA
Group, ELNA PCB (M) Sdn
Bhd has expanded its opera-
tion in Penang with its second
facility.

ELNA's first plant is located
adjacent to its new five-storey
manufacturing facility in the Pe-
rai Industrial Zone.

ELNA president lan Yang
said the second state-

\ ofthe-art plant
repre-
-..“h. g

N

ELNA invests RM1bil in second plant

sents an investment exceeding
RM1 billion.

“The first production phase
will yield 300,000sq ft of PCBs,
catering to the automotive, serv-
er, network equipment, personal
computing, and consumer elec-
tronics sectors.

“As the demand for high-qual-
ity and advanced PCBs increas-
es, the plant’s full production
capacity is expected to reach 1
million sq ft in the future.

“The existing facility will con-
tinue to manufacture double-sid-
ed and multiHayer PCBs, while

the new plant will add ad-
vanced production
capabilities
to meet

tomers’ needs for diversified
geographical manufacturing and
supply chain flexibility,” Yang
said in his speech before Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow offici-
ated the opening ceremony of
the new facility recently.

Also present were State Leg-
islative Assembly Speaker Da
tuk Seri Law Choo Kiang, Invest-
Penang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian, Malaysian
Investment Development Au-
thority (Mida) Penang director
Muhammad Ghaddaffi Sardar
Mohamed, PSA Group chairman
Anthony Chiao, PSA PCB Busi-
ness Group president Lance Tao
and Penang Standing Commit-
tee of Taiwan Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry in Malaysia
president Hsu Shang Chih.

Tao said the inauguration of
the new plant is a significant
milestone for the PCB division,
adding that PSA is committed
to providing one-stop industry-

The view of ELNA’s new
manufacturing facility.

leading solutions for customers
worldwide, promising to deliver
more diverse and high-quality
products and services.

“As the world’s sixth-largest
semiconductor exporter, Ma-
laysia accounts for 13% of the
global assembly, testing and
packaging market.

“Meanwhile, Penang, in
particular, stands as a ma-
jor hub for Malaysia’'s semi-
conductor industry, boasting
a well-established industrial
ecosystem, a rich talent pool,
and a favourable business en-
vironment.

“Thus, ELNA’'s decision to
build a new PCB plant in Pen-
ang is a strategic move that
is expected to enhance the
region’s electronics manufac-
turing supply chain,” he said.

Chow said Penang is
pleased to be the preferred
location for ELNA’s new manu-
facturing facility.

“Today’s ceremony marks
the realisation of ELNA's in-
vestment in Penang since the

groundbreaking ceremony in
February last year.

“The completion of ELNA’s
new plant marks a signifi-
cant milestone for ELNA and
Penang, as we continue to
strengthen our position as a
global leader in the electronic
manufacturing sector.

“The construction of this
second PCB plant will not on-
ly expand production capac-
ity but also transfer advanced
manufacturing technology,
foster local expertise in cut-
ting-edge PCB technology, and
create over 1,000 additional
jobs,” said Chow.

He added, with a presence
of 30 years in Penang, ELNA’s
expansion decision has greatly
attested Penang as a sustain-
able location for investment.

“I would also like to extend
my gratitude to Mida and Invest-
Penang for their collaborative
efforts in engaging investors
and facilitating the seamless
implementation of project,”
Chow said.



THE Silver Jubilee Home for
the Aged successfully raised
RM1.02 million from a fundrais-
ing event recently, surpassing
its initial target of RM21 million.

Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun
Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak, his
consort Toh Puan Khadijah
Mohd Noor and Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow visited the
home in Sungai Dua recently,
followed by a luncheon held in
appreciation of the donors and
supporters of the home.

Also present were Datuk
Seri Chong Eng, trustee of
Penang & Province Wellesley
Silver Jubilee Fund (the home’s
landowner) and chairman of the
General Committee of Silver
Jubilee Home; Lim Siew Khim,
the state executive councillor
for Social Development, Wel-
fare, and non-Islamic Religious
Affairs; and Datuk Ooi Hooi Ki-
ang, organising chairman and
honorary treasurer of Silver Ju-
bilee Home.

During a tour of the home,
Ahmad Fuzi interacted with sev-
eral residents, shaking hands
and engaging in conversations
with them.

The fundraising event initially
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teractive learning experience

for pupils at SJK (C) Kampung
Valdor, the school has upgraded
its smart boards as part of its
Smart Classroom initiative.

The upgraded smart boards
now offer better connectivity, en-
hancing smoother online learn-
ing sessions for the pupils.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the launch
of the smart boards recently,
underscored the importance
of digjtal learning and the need
for teachers to utilise these ad-
vanced learning tools fully.

"These accolades reflect the
collective contributions of spon-
sors and school authorities.
Their support has helped ele-
vate the pupils' interest in learn-
ing,” Chow said.

Chow also highlighted a suc-
cessful fundraiser earlier this
year that raised RM800,000 to
support the initiative.

Additionally, he provided an
allocation of RM40,000 to fur-
ther enhance the learning envi-
ronment.

"The pupils will benefit from
our efforts and | hope these
improvements will allow them

IN a bid to create a more in-
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Home tops RM1 mil in fundralsmg SUCCESS

garnered RM984,710.

However, at the luncheon,
Greatech Technology Berhad,
which had previously donated
RM180,000, contributed an
additional RM12,290 in re-
sponse to Chow’s appeal to hit
the RM1 million target.

Greatech was represented
by its chief financial officer
Koay Lin Lin and HR & Admin-
istration Department manager
Jenise Loo Khai Tien.

Ahmad Fuzi also contributed
RM10,000 from the Yayasan
Amal Tuan Yang Terutama
Yang di-Pertua Negeri Pulau
Pinang, and David Cheah,
the great-grandson of the late
Cheah Leong Keah, who do-
nated the land in 1935, added
another RM10,000 to bring
the total amount raised to
RM1,020,000.

Chow, who is also the chair-
man of the Board of Trustees
of Penang & Province Wellesley
Silver Jubilee Fund, highlighted
the importance of developing a
more caring society for Penang
and praised Chong Eng and Ooi

Ahmad Fuzi and Khadijah being briefed by a physiotherapist as two
residents of the Silver Jubilee Home for the Aged undergo exercises.
With them are Chong Eng (right), Lim (left) and Datuk Seri Rozali
Mahmud, the chief executive officer of Yayasan Amal Tuan Yang
Terutama Yang di-Pertua Negeri Pulau Pinang (wearing songkok).

for their efforts to organise the
fundraising project.

“Some initiatives have been
taken to improve the overall
operations and financial sus-
tainability of the home while

maintaining the quality of care
provided to the residents.

“The home is actively engag-
ing with the community to at-
tract their support in donations,
both in kind and in cash, which

Paving way for
interactive educatlon

to engage comfortably and ef-
fectively in their lessons," said
Chow, who is also the Batu
Kawan MP.

The Chief Minister added
the school's WIFI connectivity
has been upgraded, offering
faster speed and improved
network access for both teach-
ers and pupils.

"l firmly believe these up-
grades will enhance the pupils'
learning capabilities and stimu-
late their progress," he said.

In addition to the educa
tional improvements, Chow an-
nounced that the school's secu-
rity measures had been beefed
up, with the installation of a new
closed-circuit television (CCTV)
camera system.

Bukit Tambun assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik expressed en-
thusiasm for the enhancements
to the school's learning envi-
ronment and hoped secondary
schools in the state would also
adopt smart boards.
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"These efforts began in
2012 when SJK (C) Shih
Chung Cawangan became the
first school in the state to im-
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plement an interactive learn-

ing experience,” Goh said.

Also present at the event
were south Seberang Perai Dis-

is critical to ensuring its finan-
cial sustainability and its ability
to continue its mission of help-
ing the poor and unfortunate,”
Chow said in his speech.

Chong Eng expressed her
heartfelt thanks to Ahmad
Fuzi, Khadijah, sponsors, vol-
unteers, organising committee
members and staff members
for their tireless efforts, not-
ing that nearly RM1 million was
raised in just five weeks.

Ooi added the home current-
ly cares for about 130 elderly
residents, many of whom are
poor and in need.

In addition to Greatech,
other major donors included
Ooi  herself (RM108,000),
Hunza Properties Berhad
(RM100,000), an  anony-
mous donor (RM100,000),
NationGate Holdings Berhad
(RM50,000), Wellpoints Corpo-
rate Sdn Bhd (RM50,000) and
Solarvest, which is contributing
25 years of maintenance ser-
vices and extended warranty for
the solar roof system, valued at
RM85,695.

trict deputy education officer
Mohamad Radzi Abdullah and
the school's board chairman
Ng Yan Keng.
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<4 These local beauties seem
costumes during the parade.
Children putting on a gutsy

performance in the
colourful parade. >
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Wong flagging off the opening ceremony of the event in the presence of Yohiyasu (fourth from
right), Ramkarpal (right), Lim (third from right), Chin (third from left) and other guests.
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ESPITE the gloomy
eather, thousands of
people from all walks of

life gathered at Karpal Singh

Drive to celebrate their love for
Japanese culture at the Penang
Yosakoi Parade 2024.

The area was transformed
into a vibrant multicultural fes-
tival, featuring street dances,
stage performances, street

food, and locals dressed in co-
lourful traditional Japanese cos-
tumes.

This year marks the ninth
edition of the Penang Yosakoi
Parade, an event that has cap-
tivated locals and tourists alike.

Representing Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, state Tourism
and Creative Economy Commit-
tee chairman Wong Hon Wai
expressed his admiration for
the event's lively and exciting
display of cultural diversity.

"The Penang Yosakoi Parade
has steadily grown over the
years, becoming a highlight of
our cultural calendar.

“l am thrilled to witness this
remarkable celebration of per-
formances, music, and dance.

“Yosakoi offers a special
platform for cultural exchange,
allowing us to blend our own
cultural heritage into the chore-
ography.

“It is a reflection of Penang
as a dynamic, international, and
multicultural state,” Wong said
during the event recently.

Wong also extended his grati-
tude to the event organiser for
its hard work and thanked the

sponsors for their steadfast
support.

Sungai Pinang assemblyman
Lim Siew Khim, whose con-
stituency hosted the event, ex-
pressed her pride in the area’s
growth and unique role in foster-
ing vibrant cultural exchanges.

"Sungai Pinang has flour-
ished into one of the most dy-
namic communities, making it
the perfect setting for this cel-
ebration of culture.

"Let us continue this mean-
ingful tradition every year," Lim
said, drawing enthusiastic ap-
plause from the audience.

Other guests at the event
included the then Japanese
consulgeneral in Penang Kawa-
guchi Yohiyasu, Bukit Gelugor
MP Ramkarpal Singh, Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) may-
or Datuk A. Rajendran, and the
honorary consul of Brazil in Pen-
ang Datuk Annie Chin.

PENANG stands as a premier
investment destination for for-
eign companies, particularly
in advanced packaging (semi-
conductors), electrical and
electronics (E&E) and other
high-tech sectors.

However, many may not re-
alise that Malaysian companies,
established as far back as the
early 1980s, have the capability
to play a crucial role in the global
supply chain.

According to Datuk Seri Wong
Siew Hai, president of the Ma-
laysia Semiconductor Industry
Association (MSIA), these lo-
cal companies have built a ro-
bust automation and precision-
machining platform, extending
beyond merely supporting the
semiconductor, Integrated Cir-
cuit (IC) design, or advanced
packaging industries.

Penang tops for high-tech sectors

“Beyond these sectors, we
must shift our focus towards the
equipment industry — a critical ar-
ea that has been overlooked as
companies concentrated on their
core businesses,” Wong said
during the launch ceremony of
the Advanced Technology Equip-
ment Cluster (ATEC) programme
at Amari SPICE Penang in Bayan
Lepas recently.

ATEC, an initiative of MSIA,
will be spearheaded by leading
companies such as ViTrox Tech-
nologies Sdn Bhd, Greatech and
Pentamaster Corporation Bhd.

This new programme is set
to accelerate the localisation
of equipment used by multina-
tional companies relocating to
Malaysia.

Deputy Investment, Trade
and Industry Minister Liew
Chin Tong said ATEC’s primary
goal is to unify local compa-
nies specialised in the equip-
ment industry, fostering col-
laboration to enhance their
global supply chain presence.

“For instance, when a multi-
national company chooses to in-
vest in Malaysia, ATEC member
companies can assist in localis-
ing their equipment, creating a
win-win situation.

“This not only strengthens the
multinational’s supply chain but
also enables Malaysian com-
panies to expand and secure a
larger market share, directly ben-
efiting from foreign investments.

“We envision the equipment

industry extending its impact be-
yond semiconductors, into sec-
tors like agriculture, healthcare,
and furniture, where the integra-
tion of technology is increasingly
vital,” Liew added.

Liew was also confident of
achieving Prime Minister Da-
tuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim’s am-
bition of developing 10 Ma-
laysian technology companies
with annual revenues of US$1
billion and 100 more with
RM1 billion, as outlined in the
National Semiconductor Strat-
egy (NSS) introduced in June.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the
launch, emphasised the im-
portance of a balanced ap-
proach to the federal govern-

ment’'s localisation efforts,
ensuring they are favourable
to both investors and local
companies.

“We want to avoid making in-
vestors uncomfortable with over-
ly stringent localisation policies,
but it is essential to empower lo-
cal companies to support these
investments.

“Investors must recognise
that they can significantly benefit
from our local ecosystem, talent
pool, and other resources to es-
tablish a strong presence here.

“So, it is crucial for them to
seriously consider involving local
companies in the localisation of
their equipment, ensuring a mu-
tually beneficial relationship,”
Chow said.
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INGER Ray Rozells, son
SOf the renowned Penang
Hawaiian guitarist Joe
Rozells, lived a life filled with
music, adventure and passion.

Ray passed away peacefully
in his sleep at age 75 on the
evening of Sept 14 at Penang
Adventist Hospital. His wife,
Rita, was by his side.

However, the echoes of his
melodies will continue to inspire
many local musicians.

Known for his wide vocal
range, Ray had a heart attack
in 2019 and underwent a qua-
druple bypass.

Despite his health struggles,
his love for singing kept him
connected to the stage.

Paul Augustin, former director
of the Penang House of Music,
fondly remembers Ray whom he
invited to perform at the Penang
Island Jazz Festival in 2008.

“l first heard about him
through his brother Frank, a fine
guitarist | had the privilege to
play with in a band during the
1980s. When | did eventually
meet him, | was overwhelmed
as his whole persona was one
so full of life, passion and en-
thusiasm. That man seemed to
be on a constant natural high
and could talk!

“Ray played in the festival
about five times — three times
on the main stage and twice at
the supporting Fringe stage at
Tropical Spice Garden. He was
very supportive of the work we

did and he even performed at
my daughter’s wedding. He was
more than just a singer — he was
an entertainer, a storyteller!
“Whenever | had an idea to
do something and wanted to in-
volve him, he never spoke about
compensation and never said
no. A very rare trait in the in-
dustry. | have not come across
many people with the warmth,
enthusiasm, passion, calibre
and integrity of Ray Rozells.
“We often do not realise and
recognise what we have until
it's gone and with Ray’s pass-
ing, it is a great loss not only
to his friends and family but
also to the music industry and
Penang. This is one of the days

that the lights dimmed in Pen-
ang and the night shines much
brighter with a new star in the
sky,” Augustin reflected.

Born into a family steeped in
musical tradition, Ray’s journey
began early. He was educated
at St. Xavier's Institution (SXI),
and by the early 1960s, he had
already embarked on a path
that would see him become a
celebrated singer.

His father’s band, perform-
ing at the Chusan Hotel, need-
ed a fresh voice to deliver the
era’'s energetic rock ‘n’ roll
and pop tunes.

Ray, at just 14 (and still in
school), was more than up for
the task, captivating audiences,

Ray Rozells - A life_ -3\
of song and spirit -

Ray, II]]-IS element

at/oneof his shows:

-|Pix{(courtesy, of
Paul/Augustin

including American servicemen
who came over to Penang for
rest and recreation during the
Vietnam War.

After leaving school, Ray got
a job working daytime at the
Penang Ice Company.

In 1967, Ray’s musical jour-
ney took off with his first band,
Equinox, led by his brother Frank
who was the lead guitarist.

His journey took him to Thai-
land. Soon after that, in 1971,
it was across the Pacific to San
Francisco.

After an initial gig that did
not suit him, he left the band.
After nearly a year of search-
ing, his journey into the US
music scene began when he

PauI When Ray took to the
stage, he would light up the
place.

responded to an audition for a
club called Mother’s.

Out of 30 to 40 people audi-
tioning, Ray was hired after per-
forming just two songs.

He went on to perform with
various artistes in San Francis-
co, Oakland, and Monterrey.

After two decades in America,
Ray and his wife Rita relocated
to southern California in 1987.

However, his singing career
took a long pause as vocal cord
nodules forced him to rest his
voice and he took on a day-time
job at an electronics retail com-
pany for nearly 20 years.

It was not until his return to
Penang that he found the stage
again when he was invited to
perform at the Penang lIsland
Jazz Festival in 2008.

Ray later joined Penang's
vibrant jazz scene, performing
with The Jazzhats and other lo-
cal musicians.

Ray lived a life marked by mu-
sic, perseverance, and global
adventure. From the stages
of Penang to the clubs of San
Francisco and beyond, his voice
resonated across decades.

Heng Ee Dance Group, Abdul Hakim trlumph at talent show

THE Heng Ee Dance Group
from SMJK Heng Ee and Ab-
dul Hakim Azman emerged as
winners in the School category
and Open category respec-
tively at the 2024 Merdeka
Talent Show (fourth edition)
organised by the Penang Youth
Development Corporation re-
cently.

The Heng Ee students per-
formed a traditional dance
while Abdul Hakim presented
a magic performance themed
“Merdeka” to captivate both the
judges’ and spectators’ hearts.

Each walked away with a
cash prize of RM3,000.

Also present were Daniel
Gooi Zi Sen, the state execu-
tive councillor for Youth, Sports
and Health; Seberang Perai
City Council mayor Datuk Ba-
derul Amin Abdul Hamid, PYDC
board of directors Muhammad
Fadzil Roslan and Muhammad

Khairul Mohd Ali, and Mydin
Northern Region executive di-
rector Azmin Saduruddin.

A total of 10 finalists com-
peted in the grand finals in
the two categories: School
(ages 15 to 18) and Open Cat-
egory (ages 15 to 35), with
total cash prizes amounting to
RM14,000.

The competition was part
of PYDC’s annual “Rhythm of
Youth” initiative, which aims
to provide a platform for young
people to showcase their tal-
ents across various fields
while promoting unity.

In the School category, Da-
mia Daneesha Afzainizam of
SMK Raja Tun Uda took second
place, winning RM2,000, while
Ong Hooi Lean of SM Jit Sin
Private came in third, securing
RM1,000. Consolation prizes
of RM500 each went to Tan
Ying Yee of SMJK Chung Ling

(Front row, from Ieft) EDA Dance Group, T|ffany Ang, Abdul Hakim, Shuang Traditional Chmese Music
Band and Yu Xin in a group photo after the prize presentation. Also with them are Gooi (back row, centre)
and Baderul (back row, seventh from left).

Butterworth and Darren Khaw Music Band claimed second

of Methodist Boys School.

In the Open category, Sh-

uang Traditional

place with a prize money of
RM2,000, while Tiffany Ang
Chinese Yun Xuan took third, earning

RM1,000. Consolation prizes
of RM500 each went to the
EDA Dance Troupe and Tan
Yu Xin.
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin

bagandalamn09@gmail.com

EB 04-313 1002

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid

mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

ET 017 - 813 3509
04 - 540 0006

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -2618715

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013 -399 0519
F) 04 - 551 1442

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Gooi Zi Sen
gooizisen@penang.gov.my.

(T) 012 - 500 1571

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaocleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.16 PERAI
YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu

nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H’ ng M00| Lye
niQ il

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
dapairputih@gmail.com

(T) 04 -829 0614

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah

M

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Bukhori Ghazali

(M

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Mohd Sobri Salleh (M)
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff m
N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR

YB Azmi Alang m
N.10 SEBERANG JAYA

YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah M
N.11 PERMATANG PASIR

YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim m

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol
n21sgachehpk@gmail.com

m 04 - 593 2408
F

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Lee Boon Hen

leeboonheng24@gmail.com

(T) 011 -2773 6684

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng

joshuawoosz@gmail.com

(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng

pengkalankota@dappg.org

EB 04 -299 2574

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwail97 mail

T) 04 - 826 1898
i

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtar@dappg.org

ET; 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol

fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

N.31 BATU LANCANG

N.02 BERTAM

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

g

YB Ong Ah Teong T) 04 - 280 4411
ongahteong@penang.gov.my 04 - 280 4422
N.32 SERI DELIMA

YB Tan Hooi Peng T) 04 - 659 5611
n32seridelima@gmail.com

N.12 PENANTI
YB Zulkefli Bakar

M

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Abidin Ismail

U]

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah

M

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

M

NAMA No Tel/ No Faks

Hotline
?T) 04 -291 0123

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

$T) 04- 3137987
H) 012 - 248 5938

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.har n35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

m 018 -388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz
m ri m@gmail.

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

= @ BN OB P s

, Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas.
. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 Okteber hingga 31 Disember 2024,

. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna,

. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 24 cm).

. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan kompuler adalah tidak dibenarkan.
. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri,

. Karya perlu bertemakan ‘Pulau Pinang 2025". Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo

Nama:

w

. rr—-«-v

‘—H“Eﬁ%‘r‘ﬁ-‘ :

. l"t':j M'r-’w‘l;'r

IMADANI 20O ®PENANG

Tarikh peraduan: 1 Oktober - 31 Disember 2024

Kad Pengenalan:

Alamat:

Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.
. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah.

10.
1.
12,

Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur.
Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 046-6505704 / 5705,

Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan kepada:
Buletin Mutiara, Peraduan Bakat Si Cilik- Mewarna 4/2024,

Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulaw Pinang

No. Telefon : (Rumah)
(Bimbit)

Emel:

(Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap.)
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uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

sadness for Carson Tai

when he brought home the
bronze medal from the pres-
tigious International Physics
Olympiad (IPhQ) 2024, held in
Isfahan, Iran, this past July.

Carson lost his father to
heart disease last year.

Carson, 19, from SMJK
Chung Ling, attributed his suc-
cess to his late father's unwav-
ering belief in him and his con-
stant encouragement to excel in
his studies.

“He was my hero. He always
reminded me that hard work
and perseverance would pay
off. His words kept me going,
even when times were tough,”
Carson told Buletin Mutiara in a
recent interview.

“l also dedicate this achieve-
ment to my mother, my source
of strength, and my Physics
teacher for his invaluable guid-
ance,” he added.

In addition, Carson expressed
his gratitude to several key indi-
viduals and organisations who
supported his journey:

“l would like to thank Mr Dun-
can Lim, my Form Six teacher;

IT was a triumph tinged with

Late dad inspires
student to bronze medal

H

|

(From left) Zheng Hong, Tze Jun, Carson and Muhammad Adam
Zachry proudly displaying the Jalur Gemilang following their
success at IPhO 2024.

Mr Goh Kok Thye and the Chung
Ling Alumni Association for their
continuous support; Puan Chin
Mai Ying, my trainer at the train-
ing camp; and the Malaysia
Alumni of International Science
Olympiads (AMISO) for providing
the crucial training that helped
me prepare for the competition.”

Winning the bronze medal at
the IPhO 2024 is not only a per-
sonal triumph but also a power-
ful tribute to the lasting influence
of a parent’s love and support.

The eldest of three siblings,
Carson was one of five stu-
dents chosen to represent Ma-

laysia at the IPhO 2024 from

July 21 to 29.

However, one of the team
members withdrew at the last
minute, leaving four to compete.

Carson was the sole repre-
sentative from Penang, while the
other three hailed from Selangor.

The IPhO 2024 brought to-
gether secondary school stu-
dents from 82 countries, chal-
lenging individual participants in
two main components — experi-
ment and theory.

“l did not expect to be select-
ed. The entire journey was excit-
ing and rewarding,” he said.

In addition to Carson’s bronze
medal, Soh Tze Jun and Muham-
mad Adam Zachry Mohd Ali re-
ceived honourable mentions for
their performances.

Unfortunately, Lau Zheng
Hong did not advance to the
final rankings.

Carson said he dedicated two

to three hours each day to pre-
pare for the competition.

“In addition to paying close
attention in class, | sought
guidance from seniors who had
previously participated in the
Olympiad.

“l also practised extensively
by working through past years’
questions,” he said.

Carson hopes to qualify for
the IPhO 2025, which will mark
his final opportunity to compete.

When asked what advice he
had for younger students inter-
ested in taking the national se-
lection test for the Physics Olym-
piad, he said: “Don’t be afraid to
try. Don't let fear hold you back.
Anything is possible, but you
have to take that first step.”

Carson hopes to secure a
scholarship to pursue a degree
in computer science or electrical
engineering after completing his
Form Six studies.

Raising funds for noble purposes

HUNDREDS of guests attended
a fundraising dinner hosted by
the Soroptimist International
Club of Penang (SIP) recently.

SIP is a part of Soroptimist
International, a global organisa-
tion operating in 124 countries,
dedicated to advocating for girls
and women facing challenging
circumstances.

With 3,000 clubs and 62,000
members worldwide, Soropti-
mist International is also repre-
sented at the United Nations.

SIP president Suraya lbra-
him said the fundraising dinner
aimed to generate funds to sup-
port the club’s ongoing initia-
tives in education, environment
and community empowerment.

“We are aiming to raise more
than RM200,000 through this
fundraising dinner for such pur-
poses.

“Our club’s ongoing projects
include education fund scholar-
ships, science, technology, Eng-
lish and mathematics aware-
ness programmes as well as
initiatives focused on health and
hygiene, environment and com-
munity empowerment,” Suraya
said in her speech before Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow offici-
ated the event.

Suraya also called upon the
attendees to contribute gener-
ously to these noble causes.

Chow, in his speech, empha-
sised the significance of the
event, describing it as more
than just a gathering.

“This fundraising project by
Soroptimist Penang is crucial
in securing funds necessary to
support their impactful projects.

“These projects are vital to
empowering women and girls
in leadership, STEM education,
and well-being,” Chow said.

He also highlighted SIP’s
latest environmental project,
which involves rehabilitating an
abandoned shrimp pond for sea-
weed cultivation.

The project, the first of its
kind in the northern region,
aims to enhance food security,
contribute to climate mitigation,
and create sustainable income
opportunities for the local com-
munities.

“These initiatives in educa-
tion, community empowerment
and environment, have a pro-
found impact on the lives of ma-
ny. With your support, | believe
Soroptimist Penang will contin-
ue to inspire positive change,”
Chow added.

PENANG Adventist Hospital
(PAH) has taken a bold step to-
wards bridging healthcare gaps
in the state with the recent
launch of the “WAW On Wheels”
initiative.

The programme is a collabor-
ative effort between the hospital
and the Lions Club of George-
town City.

Hospital chief executive of-
ficer Albin Phua said the initia-
tive embodies their century-long
commitment to promoting com-
prehensive wellbeing and en-
hancing healthcare accessibility
for the wider community.

“WAW, or ‘Wholistic Approach
Wellness’, reflects our vision
for a healthier Penang, where
individuals are empowered with
not just medical
care but also with |
the support needed
for physical, mental,
emotional, and so-
cial well-being.

“Healthcare
should not be con-
fined to hospital
walls. It thrives when
it becomes a part of
the daily lives of the
people it serves.

“At PAH, our ulti-
mate goal has always

Hospital's WOW initiative

munity, and ensure that health
and wellness are accessible to
all,” Phua said in his speech dur-
ing the launching ceremony.

The WAW On Wheels mobile
unit will provide communities
with basic health screenings,
physical examinations, eye
checks, selfbreast examina-
tions, foot assessments, ear
examinations, carbon monoxide
breath tests, mental health as-
sessments and health educa
tion booths.

State Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen, who officiat-
ed the ceremony, acknowledged

that while healthcare gaps re-
main a pressing issue, such ini-
tiatives will certainly help bring
awareness, bridging the gap and
providing accessibility to all.

“This initiative aligns per-
fectly with our state’s vision
of promoting wellness and
improving the quality of life for
everyone,” Gooi said.

Also present during the cer-
emony were Seri Delima assem-
blyman Connie Tan Hooi Peng,
Lions Club of Georgetown City
presiding officer Leong Sook
Hwa, organising chairman Datin
Chang Yinn Ping and PAH group
president Ronald Koh.

Gooi (front row, thlrd from right), Tan (front row, third from left), Phua (front row,
been to reach out, second from right) and Koh (front row, right) posing with other members of the
connect with our com- hospital during the ceremony.
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1. TIME FOR A PHOTO: Visitors and shoppers admiring the Deepavali
decorations at Gurney Plaza.

2. OLD FAVOURITE: The vibrant Little India was adomed with colourful
lights, while shops displayed traditional decorations.

; ; 3. NEEDY NOT FORGOTTEN: Malaysian Indian Chamber of Commerce
hP?na?gtW?f no .exgeptlg?,IWItfll alm?st tﬂe and Industry (MICCI) Penang branch president Datuk S. Parthiban
Akl L VRPN SRS (second from left) looks on as State Housing and Environment
Festival of Lights. Committee chairman Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu presents a food
As in previous years, Little India on the hamper to a recipient at the MICCI ‘Deepavali Food Baskets’ event.
! island was the centre of attraction as thou- [ tOtaltOf 15'3“t‘l:lgerpriVileg?g fami)lgis Izege:\\,/led_tze g?';)dii& A|S<f> -
; present are vice-presiden uk G. Mariadas (back row, four
frﬁgdhsotos fpgc%l rsaelllr](?]i:](;l;n[s);[()jaevs;?nded on from left) and state MIC chairman Datuk J. Dhinagaran (back row, third

; from left).

Shopping malls and hotels were also . . L.
deck .e d up to ,Fh e hilt With_ beautiful ” k(_)l am” éu f:;Ngg(;::%gIﬁME. This beautiful passageway greeted visitors to
(traditional Indian decorative art) and vibrant ;
decor to welcome visitors and shoppers.

Unity and harmony were on display as
all races joined their Hindu
friends to mark
the occasion.

Hindus worldwide marking the auspi-

THE recent Deepavali celebration saw
cious day where good triumphed over

evil.
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=Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

HILE most people
are enjoying their
sleep between lam

and 3am, Ilvan Chan Kai Chin
(pix) is often still awake!
That’'s when Ivan, Malay-
sia International Mathemati-
cal Olympiad (IMO) Committee
head coach, trains potential
partici- pants who will rep-
resent Ma-
laysia
in the

lvan’s balancing act

prestigious competition.

Ivan, 25, is currently pursu-
ing his Master's of Mathemat-
ics at the University of Bonn,
Germany, but since 2022, he
has been volunteering his time
to train potential participants for
the Malaysian IMO team.

“It has been two years since
| took over as head coach. Like
any commitment, it requires
sacrifices, but the experience
has been incredibly rewarding.

“With Malaysia being six
hours ahead of Germany, | often
have to conduct online training
sessions during the early hours
of the morning in Germany. One
of the biggest challenges has
been managing my time be-

__ tween training students and com-

pleting my Master's degree,”
. he told Buletin Mutiara in a
. recent interview at Kom-
- tar

. Ivan is on holiday
~and expected to
graduate in about
L half a year. He

plans to further his studies and
take up a PhD.

Despite the demands,
Ivan remains committed:
“This is my own way of giving
back to my beloved country,
Malaysia.”

He went on to explain the
rigorous selection process for
the Malaysia IMO team.

Participants, aged 19 and
below, first compete in the
International Mathematical
Olympiad National Selection
Test (IMONST).

“Last year, around 10,000
students participated in the
first round of IMONST. From
there, 300 qualified for the
second round. Eventually, we
selected about 80 students
for the IMO training camps,
where they underwent exten-
sive training and a series of
screenings before we finalised
the six participants who rep-
resented Malaysia in the IMO
competition,” he said.

Ivan  encouraged young

students to take part in the
IMONST, highlighting the po-
tential for early success.

“We have had students as
young as 10 or 11 attempting
the IMONST.

“Malaysia discovered a rare
gem in Yeoh Zi Song, who, at
just 12 years old, competed
in the IMONST in 2014, joined
the national team, and went
on to win a bronze medal in
the IMO that same year — on
his very first attempt.

“After years of continued
success, Yeoh eventually
brought home a gold medal in
the IMO 2020,” Ivan said.

The Malaysian IMO team
achieved remarkable success
at the latest IMO 2024, held
at the University of Bath, Eng-
land, from July 11 to 22, bring-
ing home two silver and four
bronze medals.

“My immediate hope is that
next year, we'll bring home the
gold,” Ivan added.

He encouraged aspiring par-

ticipants not to be discouraged
by criticism.

“Follow your passion for Math-
ematics if it is something you
love. Do not be disheartened
or feel discouraged if others say
you are different,” he advised.

Ivan said his journey with the
IMO began in 2015 when he
was just 16.

“That year, | won the bronze
medal alongside Yeoh Zi Song
and another teammate, Tan Kin
Aun.”

Reflecting on his early start,
he added: “| first started learn-
ing algebra when | was in Year
20r3.

Ivan expressed his ambition
to pursue a PhD in Mathemat-
ics after completing his Mas-
ter's degree.

“I'm still eager to continue
training potential participants
for the Malaysian team,” he
added.

For more information on
IMO Malaysia, visit https://
imo-malaysia.org/news/

THE inaugural Forward 3km
Road Relay successfully fos-
tered unity, promoted health,
and underscored the impor-
tance of teamwork, according to
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He expressed his gratitude
to Penang Forward Sports Club
(PFSC) for organising the re-
cent event on Beach Street in
George Town, as part of its year-
long activities.

Over 600 participants from
160 teams, including two
teams of visually impaired run-
ners, took part in the relay.

“This road relay is a plat-
form to strengthen unity while
promoting health awareness
— not only for the individual but
also for families and the state,”
Chow said.

“Arelay is very different from
a leisure walk or run. It's about
teamwork. While an individual’s
contribution is significant, it's
the collective effort of the team
that ensures success. Even
passing the baton from one run-
ner to the next is crucial, espe-
cially in high-level competitions.

“This shows us that we must
always cultivate team spirit to
face the challenges of life. We
are always stronger together,”
Chow said during his speech at
the closing ceremony.

He also highlighted that the
teamwork between the federal

TRR Sateera, the winning Men’s

Open team.

government, state government,
local councils, NGOs, associa-
tions and professional bodies
was key to maintaining and de-
veloping the George Town World
Heritage Site, where the road
relay took place.

Chow also acknowledged Da-
tuk Tom Khoo, the life adviser
of Penang Forward Sports Club,
for his sponsorship.

PFSC president Lim Choo
Hooi thanked the organising
committee, participants and
sponsors for their continued
support, hoping the event would
become an annual fixture.

Also present were Chain-
arong Keratiyutwong, former

Te Ga Gourmet Girls who won the fancy dress con;petitidn.

Island City Council; Harry Chai,
director of the Penang State

Thai ambassador to Malaysia;
Raschada Jiwalai, outgoing Thai
consul-general in Penang; Datuk
A. Rajendran, mayor of Penang

...._'_

pa

Sports Council and former Olym-
pian Datuk PLBS Peyadesa.

Relay Celebrates unlty health teamwork

Men’s Open

Winner: TRR Sateera
(42 minutes 12 seconds)
Runner-up: Penang Forward
Open ‘A’ (42:45)
3rd place: Penang Forward
Open ‘C’ (44:00).

The winning team claimed the

top prize of RM3,000.

T T

Winner: Pacemakers Celsius

Malaysia (54 minutes

53 seconds)
Runner-up: Penang Forward
Women ‘A’ (56:09)
3rd place: PS124&J1
(1:01:43).

Pacemakers also took home

the RM3,000 top prize.

Mixed Open

Winner: Penang Forward
Mixed 'A’ (48 minutes
18 seconds)
Runner-up: Team Radelea
Runner (49:16)
3rd place: BM Leopard
finished third (52:20).
Penang Forward Mixed ‘A’
took home the RM3,000
top prize
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