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ITH Penang’'s tourism riding
the crest of a wave and more
international flights coming to

the state, two additions to the state’s
skyline are poised to offer travellers a
unique and vibrant hospitality experi-
ence upon their completion.

The two new projects are the five-star
boutique hotel, JdV by Hyatt, and four-
star Galaxy Minyoun Penang The Light
City Hotel

Both hotels will be integral parts of The
Light City’s 34-storey mixed-use develop-
ment, which also includes office spaces
and a variety of shared amenities, like
meeting and event venues, restaurants
and leisure facilities.

JdV by Hyatt will span six floors,
featuring 156 rooms, while the Galaxy
Minyoun Penang will occupy nine floors,
with 303 rooms.

According to 1JM Corporation Berhad
managing director and Group chief ex-
ecutive officer Lee Chun Fai, JdV by Hyatt
marks its debut in both Penang and Ma-
laysia, while Galaxy Minyoun Penang The
Light City Hotel ventures into Southeast
Asia for the first time.

“We are thrilled to welcome these two
world-class hotels to The Light City.

“These hotels will enhance our hos-
pitality offerings and further establish

Penang as a premier destination for
both business and leisure travellers,”
Lee said during the signing ceremony
between IJM Perennial Development and
its strategic partners recently.

IJM Perennial Development, a joint-
venture (JV) between 1JM Corporation
Berhad (1JM) and Perennial Holdings Pri-
vate Limited (Perennial Holdings), is set
to elevate its flagship mixed-use develop-
ment through a series of transformative
collaborations, bringing integrated infra-
structure and world-class hospitality to
this landmark project.

Three agreements were signed with
renowned industry players: a tripartite
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
for 5G-ready infrastructure, a hotel fran-
chise agreement and a hotel manage-
ment agreement.

The MoU sees IJM Perennial Develop-
ment partnering with leading telecommu-
nications providers, Maxis Broadband
Sdn Bhd and GlobalComm Telecommu-
nications Sdn Bhd, to introduce cutting-
edge connectivity and smart city technol-
ogy, transforming The Light City into a
future-ready community.

Additionally, IJM Perennial Develop-
ment secured a hotel franchise agree-
ment with Hyatt International — Asia Pa-
cific to introduce the JdV by Hyatt brand
to The Light City.

Lastly, a hotel management agree-
ment with Galaxy Minyoun Hotel will
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bring this reputable Chinese hotel brand
to The Light City.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow ex-
pressed his enthusiasm for this signifi-
cant milestone.

“This achievement aligns seamlessly
with our Penang2030 vision, a goal that
cannot be realised in isolation.

“Attaining this ambitious vision re-
quires a collaborative, whole-of-nation
approach, engaging federal and state
agencies, private enterprises and the
broader community.

“| am delighted that today’s signing
exemplifies the power of private-pub-
lic sector collaboration in pursuing a
shared vision.

“We also warmly welcome JdV by Hy-
att to Penang. We hope this is just the
beginning, with more such esteemed
brands to follow, further enhancing our
hospitality landscape.
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“The role of Galaxy Minyoun in main-
taining exceptional hotel services will be
key to this elevation,” Chow said.

Also present at the signing ceremo-
ny were state Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman Wong
Hon Wai, Seri Delima assemblyman
Connie Tan, IJM Land Berhad chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk Wong Tuck Wai,
IJM Perennial Development director
Datuk Tony Ling, Perennial Holdings
Private Limited chief operating officer
Dawn Tan, Maxis chief executive offi-
cer Goh Seow Eng, and Minyoun Hos-
pitality chairman Zhang Jianming.

Others present included Hyatt Asia-
Pacific development and owner relations
vice-president Sarah Leow, GlobalComm
Telecommunications managing direc-
tor Stuart Kang and Minyoun Hospital-
ity business development and strategic
partnership director Veronica Qian.
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first factory on Silicon Is-

land will be constructed
in 2026 and operational in
2027.

Zairil Khir Johari, state execu-
tive councillor for Infrastructure,
Transport and Digijtal, said the
Penang government anticipates
this according to the current
timeline.

Silicon Island, formerly known
as the Penang South Island, is
currently being reclaimed off the
south end of Penang Island.

It will consist of 2,300 acres
of reclaimed land.

The entire reclamation pro-
cess is expected to be fully com-
pleted by 2032, with the full de-
velopment spanning 25 years.

Zairil said 40 acres of land
have been reclaimed since the
reclamation work began in Sep-
tember last year.

“We hope to reclaim 1,000
acres of land by the end of next
year. We foresee the first fac-
tory will start construction in
2026 and will start operation in
2027. Very soon, we will be able
to ground break the first building
on Silicon Island, which will mark
a great milestone for Penang,”
Zairil said during his speech at
the Geotechnical Engineering
Seminar 2024 recently.

“Silicon Island represents
the future of Penang, much like
Bayan Lepas was in the 70s

I T’S all systems go as the

Silicon Island's first
factory in 2027

when it was transformed from a
swampy agricultural backwater
into a premier industrial zone in
Malaysia.”

“As Penang is a premier des-
tination for manufacturing, we
aim to attract quality investors
for them to expand their opera-
tions, further their research and
development, and engage in in-
tegrated circuit (IC) designs and
other advanced activities. We
also hope to attract some blue-
chip and catalytic investors.”

He added that today, Pen-
ang continues to contribute
about one-third of Malaysia’s
exports despite being the
country’s second smallest
state.

In addition to the manufac-
turing sector, Zairil said the
tourism sector has also played
a pivotal role, citing that the
number of Penang Hill arrivals
was higher than in 2019, the
peak year for Penang before
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Zairil also mentioned the im-
portance of the upcoming Light
Rail Transport (LRT) project

4 0 |
that will improve the state’s
public transport system.

“If everything goes accord-
ing to plan, construction will
be completed in 2029. After a
year of testing, we should be
able to launch the operation of
the Mutiara Line in 2030. This
will hopefully reduce the pres-
sure on our roads,” he said.

Zairil also provided an up-
date on the Penang Hill Ca-
ble Car Project, which was

Penang port of call for Oceanla Crwses in 2025

WELL-KNOWN cruise line Ocea-
nia Cruises recently announced
that it has selected Penang as
one of its ports of call on its
2025 voyage through Asia.

This marks a significant mile-
stone for the state’s tourism
sector.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chair-
man Wong Hon Wai said the
announcement enhances Pen-
ang's growing prominence as a
global cruise destination.

“Our Swettenham Pier Cruise
Terminal (SPCT) has played a
pivotal role in supporting the
growth of cruise tourism in Pen-
ang.

“In 2023 alone, SPCT wel-
comed a total of 573,178 in-
ternational transit passengers,
along with 175,532 local pas-
sengers.

“These impressive numbers
reflect the terminal's capacity to
handle large volumes of visitors
efficiently, further establishing
Penang as a key maritime hub
in the region.

“The recent upgrades to our
terminal facilities, including the
extension of our berths and
the enhancement of passen-
ger amenities, have positioned
SPCT as one of the leading
cruise terminals in the regjion,”
Wong said during the Oceania
Cruises launch recently.

Wong said the collaboration
with Oceania Cruises is expect-
ed to stimulate local business-
es, create jobs and promote
broader economic development
across various sectors.

“The partnership with Ocea-
nia Cruises is anticipated to
attract additional investments

and position Penang as a po-
tential home port in the future,”
he added.

The Regatta cruise liner (pix)
will carry up to 670 guests to
various iconic destinations, in-
cluding Singapore, Hong Kong,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Penang.

Meanwhile, other cruise lin-
ers set to call to Penang are
Riviera (1,250 passengers),
Insignia (670 passengers) and
Nautical (670 passengers).

Oceania Cruises, which is
based in Miami, Florida, has
partnered with Xpedition Travel
to bring more passengers to
the regjon and boost tourism.
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launched by Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim in
August, noting that it will take
less than two years to com-
plete.

Regarding the Penang In-
ternational Airport, he said
the first phase of expansion
will involve ancillary buildings
making way for the terminal’s
expansion. It is expected to be
completed by 2027.

Zairil further reported that
the Air Itam-Tun Dr Lim Chong
Ee bypass project is over 50%
complete.

“As we advance these devel-
opments, we are committed to
ensuring sustainability, safety,
and adherence to the highest
standards of geotechnical en-
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gineering remains paramount.
The Penang Safety Guideline
for Hill Site Development, 2nd
Edition 2020, exemplifies our
dedication to these principles.

“These initiatives are de-
signed to ensure that Penang
remains an inclusive, safe, re-
silient, and sustainable place
for all," Zairil said.

Also present were Penang
Island City Council mayor Da-
tuk A. Rajendran, Institution
of Engineers Malaysia (IEM)
Penang branch chairman Chan
Wah Cheong, organising chair-
person Heng Lee Sun, Geo-
technical Engineering Lead
Datuk Yau Ann Nian, adviser
Datuk Seri Lim Kok Khong and
secretary Lim Sheau Rou.

New recycling station at Cecil

Street Market

THE Cecil Street Market and
Hawker Centre is now equipped
with a recycling station, an ini-
tiative by the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP).

MBPP mayor Datuk A. Rajen-
dran said the station is divided
into four sections to accommo-
date different types of waste:
plastic, electronic waste, paper
and metal.

“The objective of this re-
cycling station is to educate
people about the importance
of waste segregation.

“We can observe nowadays
that various types of waste are
being discarded in regular trash
cans and on the roadside.

“Thus, with this recycling sta-

tion, we hope to guide the pub-
lic on how to dispose of their
unwanted waste correctly,” Ra-
jendran said in his speech dur-
ing the launch recently.

Pengkalan Kota assembly-
man Wong Yuee Harng, who
officiated the event, urged all
the hawkers and residents
nearby to make full use of the
new facility, emphasising the
importance of community par-
ticipation in environmental pro-
tection.

“Environmental protection is
an urgent matter that requires
everyone’s participation. | hope
together we can take action
and contribute to safeguarding
our home,” said Wong.
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ship between George Town and

Adelaide, the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP), through the Penang
Nature-Based Climate Adaptation Pro-
gramme (PNBCAP), unveiled a pocket
park called Union Square in George
Town, recently.

PNBCAP, funded by the World Adap-
tation Fund through the United Nations,
is a comprehensive and collaborative
effort aimed at addressing both envi-
ronmental and social dimensions of
climate change in Penang’s urban land-
scape.

MBPP mayor Datuk A. Rajendran said
during his visit to Adelaide for the 50th-
anniversary celebrations last Decem-
ber, he had discussed with Adelaide’s
Lord Mayor Dr Jane Lomax-Smith about
establishing a park in Penang.

“In the inner-city areas, especially at
the core zone of George Town Unesco
World Heritage Site, back lanes and
pocket parks are often part of urban re-
generation efforts by transforming unde-
rutilised or blighted spaces into vibrant
community assets.

“Besides, in conjunction with the 50th
anniversary of George Town-Adelaide
sistercity celebration, this back lane

TO mark the five-decade-long friend-
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Pocket park marks
S|ster-C|ty golden jubilee

Rajendran (second from right) and Lomax-Smith (second from left) planting the time
capsule at Union Square. With them are Sundarajoo (left) and Zairil.

and pocket park is now named Union
Square due to the two cities having simi-
lar historical backgrounds.

“George Town was founded in 1786
by Captain Francis Light, and 50 years

later, Adelaide was founded by his son,
Colonel William Light,” Rajendran said
in his speech during the Union Square
pocket park inauguration recently.
Meanwhile, Lomax-Smith said the

George Town-Adelaide relationship was
more than just celebrating five decades
of relationship.

“Our relationship is almost inevitable
because we are linked by a history of
colonisation and a dynasty of founders,
underlying commercial gain, and shared
aspirations and common goals,” she
said in her speech.

Before heading to Esplanade for the
tree planting ceremony, Rajendran and
Lomax-Smith planted a time capsule at
Union Square, which will be opened dur-
ing the 60th anniversary celebrations of
the George Town — Adelaide sister-city
relationship on Dec 8, 2033.

Also present were state Infrastruc-
ture, Transport and Digjtal Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari, state Hous-
ing and Environment Committee chair-
man Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu,
Chief Minister Incorporated (CMI) gen-
eral manager Datin S. Bharathi, PNBCAP
(UN-Habitat Penang) project manager Dr
Kwan Soo Chen and Think City manag-
ing director Hamdan Abdul Majeed.
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Pegangan Tanah: Pegangan Bebas « No. Lesen Pemaju: 14638/02-2028/0141(A) « Tempoh Sah: 08/02/2022 - 07/02/2028 « Permit Iklan dan jualan: 14638-4/12-2025/0396(A)-(S) » Tempoh Sah: 07/12/2022 - 06/12/2025 s Pihak Berkuasa: Majlis Bandaraya Seberang
Perai « No. Rujukan Pelan Bangunan: MBSP/40/20-73/80(29) « Bebanan Tanah: Digadai kepada CIMB Islamic Bank Berhad « Tarikh Dijangka Siap: Mac 2027 « Sekatan Kepentingan: Tanah yang diberimilik ini tidak boleh dipindahmilik, dicagar, pajak, pajakan kecil
atau sebarang bentuk urusniaga tanpa mendapat kebenaran Pihak Berkuasa Negeri terlebih dahulu « Kegunaan Bangunan: Pangsapuri Perkhidmatan « Bilangan unit: 522 units « Jenis A, Bilangan unit: 292, Luas binaan: 912 kps, Harga min: RM574,000, Harga mak:
RM627,000 « Jenis B, Bilangan unit: 162, Luas binaan: 1,184 kps, Harga min: RM731,000, Harga mak: RM785,000 « Jenis C, Bilangan unit: 54, Luas binaan: 1,255 kps, Harga min: RM765,000, Harga mak: RM795,000 « Jenis C1, Bilangan unit: 7, Luas binaan: 1,643 kps,
Harga min: RM881,000, Harga mak: RM888,000 « Jenis C2, Bilangan unit: 7, Luas binaan: 1,550 kps, Harga min: RM834,000, Harga mak: RM840,000 « Diskaun untuk Bumiputera: 5% « IKLAN INI TELAH DILULUSKAN OLEH JABATAN PERUMAHAN NEGARA
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HE theme, “Living the
T Journey”, was truly fitting

for the inaugural Malay-
sian Breast Cancer Summit
(MBCS) 2024, which recently
brought together over 300 par-
ticipants from across Malaysia,
including breast cancer patients
and survivors, for a two-day pro-
gramme.

Tan Lean Kee, wife of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, was
the guest of honour at the open-
ing of the event organised by
TalkHealthAsia.com, a health
literacy platform.

Tan expressed her gratitude
to TalkHealthAsia chief execu-
tive officer Lim Po Lin and her
team for organising such a valu-
able event for the breast cancer
community.

She noted that the event, fa-
cilitated by Malaysia’s reputable
breast cancer surgeons like Prof
Emeritus Datuk Dr Yip Cheng
Har, Dr Kiley Loh, Dr Mastura Md
Yusof and others, is meaningful
for patients and caregjvers.

Reflecting on the programme
and pitstop educational booths,
Tan observed that TalkHealthA-
sia, the MBCS Summit Medical
Committee and their industry
collaborators were committed to
realising the summit’s vision of
fostering a brighter and better-in-
formed breast health landscape
in Malaysia.

“To all participants, you are
true warriors. | hope you will
share the insights you learn
here with others not here so
that, together, we can make a
difference and improve breast
health in our country.

“There is life beyond cancer.
| wish each of you strength and
courage in living the journey.
You are not alone. Connect and
uplift one another. And lean on
God for His strength to see you
through this journey with sup-
port from loved ones, friends
and the health community,” Tan
said in her speech.

Earlier, Lim thanked Tan for
gracing the event even in a
wheelchair due to a recent leg
injury sustained from a fall.

She praised Tan for her deter-
mination to attend the opening
ceremony despite her difficulty
in walking, which inspired the at-
tendees and perfectly encapsu-
lated the theme of the summit
step by step.

Lim hoped the summit would
provide life-changing insights for
attendees, with a positive ripple
effect on the lives of families,
friends and community.

Yip highlighted the impor-
tance of reliable information for

Bullding better breast
andscape

those affected by breast cancer.

“Nowadays, women with
breast cancer go online to find
answers to their questions, and
more often than not, they are
given misleading information
from dubious websites.

“This summit offers reliable,
evidence-based, and up-to-date
information about treatment
and what they can do to reduce
the risk of recurrence and live

health |
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well after breast cancer.

“I've had patients who asked
Dr Google. But Dr Google is not
always right. You need the truth,
which is proven by evidence-
based medicine, proven by
research, not myths. Unfortu-
nately, misinformation is very
common in cancer, especially in
multiracial and multicultural Ma-
laysia,” she added.

Loh, who is also the organis-

ing chairman, sald the summlt
featured 20 educational ses-
sions to help patients, survi-
vors and caregivers navigate
the breast cancer journey from
diagnosis to treatments and be-
yond.

Other renowned breast spe-
cialist speakers included Dr Do-
ris Chow Sze Ying, Dr Mastura
Md Yusof, Dr Teoh Mei Shi, Dr
Nur Fadhlina Abdul Satar, Dr

iTan[(centre);iflanked by
Akmal|(on|her|left)]and[Quah
(onlher]right);)Yip](sixth
from|right);iother/organising
committeelmembers/and
key/speakersiat I_L*opemng
ofthelinaugural sian
Breast|{Cancer,
(MBCS)r2024.

Va|shnaV| Jeyasingam and Dr
Yap Beng Khiong.

Also present were Dr Mary
Quanh, chief executive officer of
LohGuanLye Specialists Centre,
and patient advocacy groups
like the Breast Cancer Welfare
Association (BCWA) and their
patron Puan Sri Akmal Abdul
Salam, Pink Penang, Pink Unity
and Majlis Kanser Nasional
(MAKNA).

Delight over enhanced Anak Emas programme

THE phrase “starting from
young” has turned out to be
true for parents saving for
their children’s educational
future.

The recently launched Anak
Emas Programme, a collabor-
ative effort between the Pen-
ang government and the Na-
tional Higher Education Fund
Corporation (PTPTN), is giving
parents, especially mothers,
the opportunity to contribute
to their children’s educational
savings from birth.

When the programme first
started in June 2011, its mod-
el functioned as a one-off fi-
nancial incentive of RM200 for
children under the age of two.

Now, through PTPTN’s Na-
tional  Education  Savings
Scheme (Simpan SSPN Prime),
parents can open a Simpan
SSPN Prime account with
RM100, or add more to the
account while another RM100

is deposited into the bank ac-
count of eligible applicants.

Siti Hajar Azudin, 28, a busi-
nesswoman, learned about
the programme from her fam-
ily members and praised the
state government for enhanc-
ing the initiative.

“My son, Edith Hassan
Mikhail Muhammad Hafiz, is
now one year old, and | am so
happy that | can start saving
for his education from a very
young age.

“Many benefits are being
offered in this programme,
and this is a golden opportu-
nity for parents to start now
rather than later,” Siti Hajar
said during the launch of the
programme at Mydin Bukit
Mertajam.

Another parent, B. Keshni
Devi, 29, a service adviser,
has already envisioned the
amount of money that she
could save by the time her

@[Emeen
RM200.00

(From left) Keshni Devi and son Kavvenessh, Siti Hajar and son
Edith Hassan Mikhail and Ng Yih Meei and her son Henry Yew at

the programme launch.

son, Kavvenessh Aravinder-
krishnan, reaches 19.

“My son is 15 months old,
and by the time he is 19,
there will be a lot of money,
which can be used to aid his

higher education fees.

“This way, parents need
not worry about applying for
education loans or facing the
challenges of securing schol-
arship,” she said.
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ATUK Baderul Amin Abdul
DHamid aims to continue

the legacy of delivering
excellent services to Seberang
Perai residents.

Baderul Amin, 58, replaced
Datuk Azhar Arshad as Se-

berang Perai City Council (MB- |

SP) mayor recently.

Azhar has been promoted
to the position of Melaka State
Secretary effective June 24.

Born on April 27
1966, in Parit Bun- g
tar, Perak, Baderul
Amin started his
service
with
MBSP
(formerly
known as
Seberang
Prai Mu- .,
nicipal
Coun-

word on excellence

cil) in 1991 as an engineer
until he was promoted to chief
engineer. In April 2022, he was
appointed as MBSP secretary
before being named mayor.
“Since my background is in
engineering, | like to solve prob-
_lems by going to the
ground, or as we
call in MBSP, ‘man-
. agement by work-
J ing around’.
. “With this ap-
proach, | can bet-

- problem
. and
4 find

the

best solution. | will continue this
method even as mayor.

“| also want to emphasise
the concept of ‘Back To Basics’,
focusing on the three most
important aspects of a local
authority: cleanliness, enforce-
ment and finance.

“This approach is crucial for
increasing productivity among
the MBSP staff,” Baderul Amin
(pix) said during an interview at
MBSP headquarters recently.

ON CLEANLINESS

Baderul Amin highlighted the
need for significant improve-
ments in this area.

“I have implemented com-

. munal clean-ups between
MBSP departments in cer-
tain places on the mainland

to reduce cost.

“There are also other
initiatives planned to be
implemented to improve

cleanliness in Seberang Pe-
rai,” he said.

ON REDUCING COSTS

He also mentioned a system
designed to improve efficiency,
reduce costs and enhance MB-
SP’s finances.

“MBSP has almost 5,000
staff members. | have imple-
mented a system where every
staff member or officer on the
ground can report any issues
within  MBSP’s  jurisdiction.
They must provide essential in-
formation such as photographs
and the exact location to the
relevant department in the
council.

“This system allows staff
from related departments to
address  problems  without
needing to go to the ground,
increasing productivity and sav-
ing costs.”

ON REWARDING STAFF

- competition to reward staff
who submit the most reports
about various problems they
observed in Seberang Perai,
such as drainage problems,
garbage collection, road condi-
tions and others.

ON INCREASINNG MBSP
REVENUE

Acknowledging MBSP’s limit-
ed financial capability, Baderul
Amin said the city council can-

NEWS™“E

not depend on assessment tax
as its main revenue.

- move to look at another al-
ternative which is the non-tax
revenue. Aim to increase MB-
SP revenue by focusing more
on non-tax revenue like through
investment and participating in
various programmes to gener-
ate income.

ON SECURITY

- total of 800 closed-circuit
television (CCTV) cameras will
be installed next year in Se-
berang Perai, in addition to the

existing 250 CCTVs.
Baderul Amin plans to pri-
oritise small-scale projects

that positively impact the com-
munity, address traffic woes in
Seberang Perai, reduce bureau-
cracy in factory construction to
attract foreign investment and
implement flood mitigation proj-
ects.

Although many flood mitiga-
tion projects have been imple-
mented over the years, he ac-
knowledges that more needs to
be done.

Baderul Amin welcomes all
feedback and ideas from all his
staff members, including local
councillors, and residents to
make Seberang Perai a better
place for the future.

Pioneering vanilla
smart farming

SINCE it was set up in 2020,
Kairos Agriculture, through its
vanilla smart farm, has been
producing various vanilla-based
products.

Located in Penanti, Se-
berang Perai, Kairos Agricul-
ture is celebrated as the coun-
try’s first vanilla smart farm.

The farm sits on a six-acre
plot in the Permatang Pauh
Agro-Park and Integrated Eco-
Farm.

Kairos Agriculture is fully
owned by Jubli Rebak Baru
Sdn Bhd.

The smart farm has adopted
a range of advanced technolo-
gies, including Big Data, arti-
ficial intelligence (Al) and the
Internet of Things to optimise
cultivation.

These innovations have al-
lowed the farm to significantly
reduce the growth period of va-
nilla plants from the usual four
to five years to just two and a
half years.

Kairos Agriculture chief oper-
ating officer Joseph Chan said
vanilla is one of the most popu-

lar and expensive flavours.

“Each kilogram of vanilla can
easily cost between RMS800
and RM1,200. We collaborate
with local companies to pro-
mote and sell our products.

“Vanilla's versatility is evi-
dent in its widespread use as
a flavouring in food and bever-
ages, from ice cream to coffee,
and in various cooking and bak-
ing applications.

“Realising this, we have
used the vanilla extracts to pro-
duce various products such as
coffee, ice cream, massage oil,
sweetener, mosquito repellent,
powder, hand sanitiser, per-
fume essential oil and others.

“So far, these vanilla-based
products have received an en-
couraging response from the
public,” Chan told Buletin Mu-
tiara during an interview at the
farm recently.

Chan said the farm’s con-
trolled environment — regulating
humidity, temperature and light
intensity within the greenhouse
— has been key to successfully
growing healthy vanilla plants

and maximising yield.

Although the farm’s first har-
vest last year was modest, Kai-
ros Agriculture is looking at a
full harvest of up to 3.5 tonnes
at the end of 2027, as the va-
nilla plants mature in phases.

The farm Chan said, has also
become a popular destination
for agricultural enthusiasts and
vanilla connoisseurs.

Chan inspecting
some of the
vanilla plants
frultmg at the ;

Visitors can sample various
vanilla-flavoured products at
the on-site cafe, take agricul-
tural tours to learn more about
the farm’s practices and pur-
chase vanilla merchandise
and products.

Looking ahead, Chan shared
plans to open a vanilla-
themed ice cream shop on
Penang island by the end of

the year, offering a unique
taste experience.

The company also aims
to expand its farming opera-
tions to Kuala Lumpur and
Selangor through collabora-
tion with Malaysian Agricul-
ture Research and Develop-
ment Institute (Mardi) Corp
at the Malaysia Agro Exposi-
tion Park (Maeps).
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid

mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -2618715

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Gooi Zi Sen
gooizisen@penang.gov.my.

(T) 012 - 500 1571

N.16 PERAI
YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
nl9dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol
n21sgachehpk@gmail.com

m 04 - 593 2408
F

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai

wonghonwail97 mail.com

T) 04 - 826 1898
i

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol

fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

m 04 -293 7545

N.02 BERTAM

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

04 -293 7546
g

N.09 BAGAN DALAM N.01 PENAGA .
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin Eg 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T)
bagandalamn09@gmail.com
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
N.13 BERAPIT YB Bukhori Ghazali T
YB Heng Lee Lee ET 017 - 813 3509 L
s 04 - 540 0006 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK YB Mohd Sobri Salleh M
YB Lee Khai Loon T) 013 - 399 0519
i _ N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Klleess@gmail.com .
kllee78@gmail.com EF% 04 - 551 1442 VB Muharamad Fauz Yusoff )
N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung sT% 04 - 507 5001 N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
gooihsiaocleung@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang M
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik sT% 04-502 5818 N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
F) 04 - 506 2138 YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah M
N.23 AIR PUTIH
: N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 - .
dagalrQUf’h@ng”Com YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim (T)
N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
YB Lee Boon Hen (T) 011 - 2773 6684 YB Zulkefli Bakar m
leeboonheng24@gmail.com
N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail (M)
YB x\/oo Sze Z%ng . (H) 016 - 417 2548
ji gmail.
oshuawoosz@gmail.com N.39 PULAU BETONG '
N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m
YB Wong Yuee Harng EB 04 - 299 2574
pengkalankota@dappg.org N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim (T)
N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng T) 016 - 270 6808
komtar@dappg.org H 04 - 227 7068 NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
o LAl e PENANG CARE SOCIETY ?%oéﬂt}e o1 0123
N L T
ongahteon enang.gov.m -
DAP PENANG HQ ET% 04 - 228 8482
\"(lést SEEI DEI{:IMA 1104 659 5611 dappenang@dapmalaysia.org F) 04 - 228 8514
an Hooi Pen -
n3256ridelimo@ggmoil.com [F% PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

$T) 04 - 3137987
H) 012 - 248 5938

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.har n35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

m 018 -388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz
m ri m@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

=] g h D W R

. Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas,
. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 Dktober hingga 31 Disember 2024,

. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm % 24 cm).

. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan.
. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

. Karya perlu bertemakan Pulau Pinang 2025, Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logeo
Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

8. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.

9. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah.

10. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur.
11. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 / 5705,

12, Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan kepada:

Buletin Mutiara, Peraduan Bakat 5i Cilik- Mewarna &/2024,
Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang.

dll MALAYSIA
MADANI

Tarikh peraduan: 1 Oktober

Nama:

Kad Pengenalan:

Alamat:

Mo. Telefon : (Rumah)

Emel:

(Bimbit)

2@3@ YPENANG

- 31 Disember 2024

‘Hadiah:

s | gt !

e Yidals
[ 50C

| ‘?h]:_- g iVl E
RM300
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o \etiga: RM300

¥

(Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap.)
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2024
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
A Y ff 16 - 461 . .
noar fusse 016 -461 6390 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
|Eernqrd Cheen Goon 012 - 402 0923
ooi
3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai . . 011 - 5628 5600
Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
o ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 012 -412 2375
Datuk Mohd Noor 019 - 4731172 Tengah 04 - 650 5105
Ahmad
5. Seberang Perai
Dato' Omar Haiji Abdul 019 - 577 0800 Selatan
Hamid
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Lim Chee Chien 012- 521 9894 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2024 B T e -
1
1
Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071 —— Yol I EDITORIAL
Charmar !
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors :
. f Christopher Tan (English)
. - 1
%ﬁggrgod Suzuki 011-1119 4419 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012-248 5016 : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : (S0 RSV (eIl
1
o 1 - .
'IngUsTc?nmmod Fadzli 011-1109 6646 Benji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227 i . Writers :
| M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee,
Chan Soon Aun 012 - 485 0728 : Muhamad Riadz Akm.ol and Kevin Vlmol (English)
Muhammad Fitri Termizi 011-31127702 ' Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
Choong You Ray 012-4561133 | Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
- | J. Patmavathy (Tamil)
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 415 5494 Seitk el Azl Rezelcplosul || @12 4467 :
Clen i Photographers :
1 . . .
s ; Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian
David Chen Wooi Teon 012-4921114 ! : ! . !
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 9 | Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
Haiji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114 ] Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis,
Mohamed Noor 1 Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi,
1 .
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 . - 1 Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar,
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010- 505 5571 : Siti Nuratikah Rahmat and Siew Chia En
1
Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088 ! q . .
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 ] Graphic Designers :
Mohamed Noor Lee Seng Hwai 016 - 440 6798 | Idzham Ahmod
i Nasrul Amir Yahaya
. Mohamad Khairani Abdul 019 - 594 4533 |
Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 -388 7977 Shukor ] Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:
1
i o
. . Mohd Roshidi Roslan 019 - 555 6607 ' Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 | Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang
Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 1 Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923
Abdullah ] Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
Ong Jing Cheng 012 -758 3779 T
Muhamad Khairul Mohd Alli 012 - 542 0520
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 - 421 1196 Ooi Mei Mei 011-1443 8734
Quah Boon Lim 017 - 462 2431 Jcr-’ e
Fennucue] e/l DI = A2 Joii Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 510 0075
V Anthony Srinvasagam
Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926 www. buletinmutiara.com
Erelcoileeb Kumar a/l 016 - 498 5421
i T hi h 19 - 470 4499 - :
alidiass an Chiew Ghoon o747 K3 buletinmutiara | ChowKonYeow
Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453 —
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749 chowkonyeow
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Vickneson a/l Rajendran 016 - 489 6162 m @ChOWanyEDW
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Zuraida Md. Arshad 019 - 464 3674 | I
T
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ICTORY at the recent state-lev-
Vel National Day Parade (Uniform

Movement) marching competi-
tion has motivated SJK (C) Min Sin to
aim for more accolades.

Upon joining the parade, the
school’s Tunas Kadet Remaja Seko-
lah (TKRS) members, teachers and
parents had not anticipated such an
achievement.

Comprising 93 pupils, seven par-
ents, the headmaster and the teach-
er-in-charge, SJK (C) Min Sin’s TKRS
overcame several challenges to claim
the top spot at the end of the day.

Established in 2017 with only a
handful of students, the TKRS has
grown into a prominent uniform move-
ment at the school in Bukit Jambul.

Under the guidance of teacher-in-
charge Ang Aik Fung, the group has
transformed and garnered numerous
accolades over the years.

“We did not expect to emerge
champions, especially when we were
up against stiff competition from other
secondary schools in the state.

"Our perseverance, persistence,

OCTOBER 16— 31, 2024

| Y VL

Marching to greater helghts

The TKRS team posing with their trophy with Ang (eighth from right), Wong (eighth from left) and Lim (centre).

and discipline were key factors in our
success. All the young heroes and
heroines were the pillars of this accom-
plishment. We couldn't have achieved
this without their sacrifices and the un-
wavering support of their parents," Ang
said during an interview at the school.

Reflecting on the recipe for their suc-
cess, Ang said he had faith in his entire
platoon and encouraged them to give
their best during the competition.

“I didn’t put any pressure on them;
instead, | motivated them and ensured
their formation was executed effec-
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Ang (right) posing for a photograph with some of the TKRS platoon members after
receiving their award. Also present during the prize-giving ceremony are Yang di-
Pertua Negeri Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak (third from left), and Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

tively. | sincerely thank the headmas-
ter, parents and everyone who has
supported us along the way,” he said.

Ang praised his team for their deter-
mination, highlighting the strong men-
tality of the TKRS members.

He shared that their marching rou-
tine was held frequently, especially
when a marching competition was
around the corner.

He added that the team had held
frequent marching drills, especially in
the lead-up to the competition.

"This required discipline and grit
from everyone," he said.

Looking ahead, Ang hopes that his
team members will be selected to
compete in a national marching com-
petition in Melaka this November, al-
though the final decision will rest with
the competition’s panellists.

One of the students, Olive Ngui Xin
Ying, 11, was excited over the win
during the National Day Parade, espe-

cially since they were up against other
more established secondary schools.

"We have come a long way, espe-
cially believing in ourselves, and | am
immensely proud of myself, my team
mates, and special gratitude to my
parents and the guidance of Mr Ang.

"I hope to participate in other pa-
rades if given a chance again in the
future," she said.

Meanwhile, Kingsley Ong Khim
Peng, 11, said he was fairly confident
about the chances of emerging as the
overall champions in the parade.

"However, we were not complacent,
but continued with our best efforts
during the parade.

"I hope we can enter the national-
level parade competition," he said.

Also present during the interview
were Parent-Teacher Association (PTA)
chairman Lee Zheng Yong, headmas-
ter Lim Yin Chao, and parent represen-
tative Joey Wong.

The platoon on their award-winning march at the National Day Parade._
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URTHER insights into
FMaIaysia’s history will

hopefully be unearthed
when two research teams
undertake Phase Four of the
excavation at the Bukit Cho-
ras archaeological site in Yan,
Kedah.

The research teams consist
of one each from the Universiti
Sains Malaysia’s Global Archae-
ology Research Centre (USM-
PPAG) and the National Heritage
Department.

Speaking to Buletin Mutiara
recently, USM-PPAG researcher
Dr Nasha Rodziadi Khaw said
the Phase Four excavation is ex-
pected to resume next year.

Leading the research team,
he added this phase would in-
clude a collaboration with the
National Heritage Department.

“We anticipate starting the
excavation works in the second
quarter of next year.

“This phase is crucial for un-
covering new artifacts and fur-
thering our understanding of the
site,” Nasha said.

He expressed gratitude for
the support received from the
federal government, the Kedah
government, and various corpo-
rate bodies for their funding con-
tributions.

The USM-PPAG team will com-
prise 15 members, including
lecturers, science officers, tech-
nical staff and students.

Nasha elaborated on the
project’s history, noting that re-
search at Bukit Choras began in
2017.

“From 2017 to 2020, we
focused solely on geophysical
surveys to detect buried arti-
facts. These surveys indicated
significant findings even before

the excavation began,” he said.

Phase One of the excavation
commenced in September last
year, Nasha added, revealing a
Buddhist temple structure dat-
ing back approximately 1,200
years.

“This phase also uncovered
two wellpreserved life-sized
stucco statues with architectural
similarities to artifacts from the
ancient Srivijaya Kingdom found
in Sumatra and West Java.

“Phase Two, which began in
February this year, extended
the excavation to the north and
south of the site.

“Meanwhile, the third phase,
conducted between April and
May, unearthed a nearcom-
plete life-sized Buddha figure in
a meditative pose, about 1.5
metres tall. This phase also re-
vealed Sanskrit inscriptions and
other relics.

“The artifacts have been

transported to the USM-PPAG
laboratory for detailed conser-
vation and analysis. There is
still much to explore at Bukit
Choras.

Nasha showing pictures of some
of the relics on his laptop.

“These discoveries will pro-
vide valuable insights which en-
able us to review the historical
narratives written by Western
historians,” Nasha concluded.
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Some of the seniors who joined the programme.

TO empower senior citizens with
digital literacy, Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) organised
a digital literacy workshop re-
cently.

The one-day workshop was
held at the Penang Digjtal Li-
brary in Jalan Masjid Negeri.

MBPP mayor Datuk A. Rajen-
dran said a total of 80 senior
citizens attended the workshop.

He added the objective of
this programme is to bridge the
digital divide and improve digital
literacy among senior citizens.

“We want to help them in their
daily lives by enhancing their
knowledge of digijtal literacy.

“We understand that digjtal
literacy is not just a skill but a
fundamental necessity in the
21st century.

“Thus, we need to ensure that
these senior citizens will not be
left out and have the opportunity
to embrace the digjtal age.

“Through this workshop, we
provide our seniors with op-
portunities to connect with the
digital world,” Rajendran said in
his speech before Penang Local
Government, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jason H'ng Mooi Lye officiated
the workshop.

Also present was MBPP sec-
retary Cheong Chee Hong.

H'ng commended MBPP for
organising this beneficial pro-
gramme.

“l was also informed that
participants in this workshop
will learn more about how to uti-
lise the MBPP app’s Pearl-One
Touch using a smartphone and
also how to avoid digjtal scams
in this modern age.

“Thus, | hope this workshop
will improve our seniors’ digjtal
skills and equip them with the
necessary knowledge in this
digital era,” he said.

p—

Wong (seated, centre), Ding Qiao (seated, third from left) and Chan (seated, third from right) with
organising committee and other sponsors and partners.

Roaring return for Dragon Boat Regatta

THE Penang International
Dragon Boat Regatta is set to
make an explosive return this
year at the Teluk Bahang Dam
from Nov 23 to 24.

Celebrating its 45th anni-
versary, the event is generat-
ing heightened anticipation,
coinciding with the Year of
Dragon and the 50th anniver-
sary of Malaysia-China diplo-
matic relations.

This milestone is set to make
this year’s regatta a unique and
meaningful affair.

Given the shared diplomatic
relations that were formed five
decades ago, this year's pro-
gramme will see collaboration
with the Consulate General of
the People’s Republic of China
and the Hong Kong Economic
and Trade Office (HKETO).

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai described this
year’'s dragon boat event as a
timely one to celebrate the spe-

cial friendship with China, re-
flecting the deep and enduring
ties between the two nations.

“We are also delighted to
collaborate with the Hong Kong
Economic and Trade Office as
this partnership is aimed at
encouraging more teams from
Hong Kong to join the festi-
val, further enriching the event
with diverse participation and
strengthening regional ties.

“This milestone anniversary
is a testament to the festival’s
enduring legacy and its impor-
tance in promoting cultural heri-
tage and unity,” Wong said in
his speech during a media con-
ference in Komtar recently.

This year, Wong said the state
looks forward to welcoming
teams from countries like China,
Australia, the Netherlands, Ja-
pan, Singapore, Indonesia, Ma
laysia and many others.

Given that the event will
be held during the monsoon
season in November, Wong

mentioned that the chances
of a low water level scenario
at the Teluk Bahang Dam are
quite unlikely.

However, the Penang govern-
ment is working on a contingen-
¢y plan to prevent any potential
drop in the dam’s water level.

Ding Qiao, the acting consul-
general of the People’s Repub-
lic of China in Penang, hoped
for deeper cooperation between
Penang and China, with in-
creased participation from both
regions in future events.

“We need to hold fondly to
this friendship that was forged
some five decades ago. Mov-
ing forward, we hope to receive
wider participation from the
two nations, especially in such
heritage and culturally-driven
events,” she said.

Also present during the me-
dia conference was the Hong
Kong Economic and Trade Of
fice (Jakarta) assistant director
Jackson Chan.
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0 meet the needs of the
Tstate’s aging population,

the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) has entered
into an agreement to promote
Penang as an Age-Friendly City
with Asia Trade Exposition (ATE)
in the upcoming Malaysia 50+
Expo 2024 programme from Oct
26 to 27.

Set to take place at the Setia
SPICE Convention Centre, the
programme will feature a diverse
range of exhibitors and experts
promoting services and facilities
for retirement purposes.

MBPP  secretary Cheong
Chee Hong described the ex-
po as a timely programme to
provide choices for the elderly
population in Penang as they
approach retirement.

“I am honoured that MBPP
will be collaborating with ATE in
this expo, and | understand the
main objective of this expo is to
create a platform to meet the
needs of the aging population in
Penang.

ollaboration A

-
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Cheong (sixth from right), Goh (sixth from left), Ashwin (third from left) and MBPP Town Planning and Development director Mohd Bashir

Sulaiman (right) after the signing ceremony. With them are other state representatives and stakeholders.

“This expo also meets the
needs of our domain for the Age-
Friendly City and today’s event
highlights our support to provide
the best of services for the rel-
evant age groups in Penang.

“I hope this collaboration will
be a great success, and that it
will benefit the ageing society
in Penang by allowing them to
live confidently,” Cheong said
in his speech during the agree-
ment signing ceremony at the
Setia SPICE Convention Centre
recently.

The agreement, signed by
Cheong and ATE managing direc-

tor Selina Goh, was witnessed
by industry experts from Penang
and as far as Kuala Lumpur.

In a related development,
Cheong also shared that Pen-
ang was officially declared an
Age-Friendly City after MBPP be-
came a member of the Global
Network for Age-Friendly Cities
and Communities on July 28,
2023.

Goh said the expo is more
than just an event; it is a timely
response to the evolving needs
of the aging population.

“As Malaysia transitions into
an aging nation, the need for

comprehensive retirement plan-
ning and lifestyle solutions be-
come increasingly critical.

“By bringing together a di-
verse range of exhibitors, ex-
perts and resources, we aim
to equip individuals with the
knowledge and tools they need
to plan for their future and enjoy
a fulfilling retirement.

“This expo is your ultimate

Towards age-friendly city

guide to navigating this new
chapter in life, empowering the
mature citizens of Penang to
embrace their golden years with
confidence and purpose,” she
said in her speech.

Also present during the event
was Penang Convention and
Exhibition Bureau (PCEB) chief
executive officer Ashwin Gunas-
ekeran.

Wan Nur Adlina shines in EEE

FOR Wan Nur Adlina Wan Halim,
energy systems and tackling
complex problems have always
held a special challenge.

In Form Four, Wan Nur Adli-
na Wan Halim stood out as the
only student from her class to
compete in the International
Sustainable World (Energy, En-
gineering & Environment) Proj-
ect in Texas.

Her innovative proposal for a
floating flywheel power genera-
tor earned her a bronze medal.

“Seeing how energy systems
work has always been a passion
of mine. Winning bronze at that
competition gave me a huge
confidence boost and solidi-
fied my decision to pursue this
path,” Wan Nur Adlina, now 24,
shared in a recent Buletin Muti-
ara interview.

Her journey continued with
stellar results: 7A+ and 2A in
her SPM exams, followed by
3A* in Physics, Chemistry, and
Mathematics at A-Level.

“I knew | wanted to study
Electrical and Electronics En-
gineering (EEE), so | applied to
several top universities, includ-
ing the University of Manchester,
the University of Edinburgh, and
University College London.

“l ended up completing both
my Bachelor's and Master’s de-
grees at the University of Man-

LIF |
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Wan Nur Adlina pictured in front of the University of
Manchester.

chester,” she said.

Wan Nur Adlina graduated as
one of the Top Three students in
her cohort, achieving a CGPA of
82.3/100.

The other top graduates were
also Malaysians — Muhammad
Nazmi Mohd Ropi and Moha
mad Mukhzuhayr Mohd Rashid.

Despite EEE's traditionally
male-dominated nature, Wan Nur
Adlina did not feel out of place.

“There were only six women
in my Master’s cohort of over 30
students, but | never felt margin-
alised.

“For me, success comes from

staying focused and working
hard. As long as | give my best,
| will have no regrets,” she said.
She emphasised that group
studies and practising past exam
papers were key to her success.
Looking to the future, Wan
Nur Adlina is eager to give back
to her home state of Penang.
“Many people choose to work
abroad, but | want to return
home. There is nothing like being
with my family and contributing
to my community and country.
“I have applied to several
companies in Penang and Kuala
Lumpur,” she said.

Penang sees 1/% increase
In international flights

INTERNATIONAL flights to Pen-
ang have shown a marked in-
crease in the first half of this
year compared to the same pe-
riod last year.

“In the first half of 2023 we
had 255 international flights
into Penang, but this year the
number increased to 299, re-
flecting a growth of 17.25%,”
state Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai said.

“Currently, Penang has di-
rect flights to 17 international
cities, including Guangzhou,
Xiamen, Hong Kong, Dubai,
Singapore, Bangkok, Phuket,
Medan, Jakarta, Surabaya,
Banda Aceh, Taipei, Ho Chi
Minh City, Shanghai, Shen-
zhen, Haikou (charter), and
Chongqing (charter).

“More direct flights will be
added throughout the vyear,”
Wong, who is also the Paya Ter-
ubong assemblyman, told the
media after the launching cer-
emony of the Multilingual Pen-
ang Travel Brochures recently.

The brochures are now avail-
able for visitors and travellers
to Penang, making it easier for
them to explore the state’s at-
tractions.

They come in 14 languages,
namely English, Malay, Tamil,
simplified Chinese, traditional
Chinese, Arabic, Indonesian,
Japanese, Korean, Thai, Viet-
namese, German, French and
Spanish.

Wong said with Penang be-

coming a more popular tourist
destination, the state is work-
ing hard to improve visitor ex-
perience.

“While  Penangites  are
known for their linguistic versa-
tility, these multilingual promo-
tional materials will showcase
the cultural diversity and inclu-
sivity of Penang.

“These practical and user-
friendly brochures cover all
aspects of Penang island and
Seberang Perai, offering itin-
eraries, highlighting Penang’s
iconic attractions, and provid-
ing comprehensive information
for visitors.

“This initiative will make
visitors from different linguis-
tic backgrounds feel truly
welcome,” Wong said in his
speech.

Wong also highlighted that
in Penang, it is common to see
Malays and Indians conversing
fluently in Mandarin or Hokkien
with the Chinese community,
while Chinese locals frequently
exchange greetings in Bahasa
Malaysia and basic Tamil with
other communities.

He affirmed that these inter-
actions reflect the harmonious
coexistence of diverse cultures.

“For tourism industry play-
ers, these brochures are valu-
able tools for engaging with in-
ternational tourists,” he added.

The link to the softcopy of
the brochures can be accessed
at https://mypenang.gov.my/
downloads/?Ig=en.
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