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year will see work starting on two
massive road projects in the Se-
berang Perai area.

The main one is the highly anticipat-

ed Juru-Sungai Dua Elevated Highway
which is set to begin its physical works
in Q4 this year, says
state Infrastructure,
Transport and Digital
Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari.

He said the de-

THE third and fourth quarters of this

cision was made
following the Value
Assessment  work-

shop, which involved
the participation of
the Works Ministry,
Malaysian  Highway
Authority (LLM), high-
way concessionaire PLUS Malaysia Ber-
had and the Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP), representing the Penang gov-
ernment.
“During the workshop, the Works Min-
istry announced that an
agreement was made
with PLUS to carry
out the physical
works in Q4, 2025,
and is expected to be
fully completed
in 2030.
“As
the  total
cost, we
had previ-
ously said
it would
go up to
RM3 bil-
lion, but
it is sub-
ject to
changes,
primarily

for
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for a reduced amount, pending approval
from the Works Ministry,” Zairil told a
press conference in Komtar recently.

He said the project, funded by the
federal government, will separate
through traffic from local traffic, signifi-
cantly reducing congestion in both direc-
tions between the Juru Toll and the Sun-
gai Dua Toll.

“This means there will be a dedicated
express lane for vehicles in through traf-
fic mode (from the Juru Toll to Sungai
Dua) and separate exit ramps for vehi-
cles using local traffic routes.

“The Juru-Sungai Dua Elevated High-
way project is like the one in Ipoh, Perak,
where vehicles using the express route
will no longer need to exit the highway,
while only those travelling on local routes
will have to exit,” he said.

Zairil added the Juru-Sungai Dua EI-
evated Highway project, which consists
of eight phases, will be upgraded into a
traffic-light-free highway.

“The approach involves constructing
two elevated U-turns, eliminating the

ork to begin on
/0 road projects

Map highlighting the affected areas under the project.

need for traffic lights, ensuring a seam-
less flow of vehicles,” he said, express-
ing hope the project would help ease
congestion at the signalised intersection
near Jalan Kebun Nenas, Bukit Tengah.

“The entire project spans 17.4 km,
with the elevated sections covering ap-
proximately 8.95 km,” he added.

On a separate development, Zairil an-
nounced a proposed project to upgrade
the road from the BORR (Butterworth
Outer Ring Road) intersection (Section
765) to Permatang Pak Elong (Section
733) on Federal Route 001.

This project involves upgrading the ex-
isting two-lane road into a fourlane dual
carriageway over an 8km stretch.

It will also include the installation of
streetlights, traffic signals, improved
drainage systems, and other necessary
road infrastructure.

“The project will upgrade seven exist-
ing intersections, with five of them being
converted to ‘Left in Left Out’ (LILO) con-
figurations, complemented by free-flow
U-turns.

“Meanwhile, two intersections will
be upgraded with traffic signals,” he
added.

With an estimated cost of
RM561.6 million, Zairil said the Pub-
lic Works Department (JKR) is plan-
ning to commence preliminary works
in the third quarter of 2025.

Also present during the press con-
ference were Bukit Tambun assem-
blyman Goh Choon Aik, MBSP mayor
Datuk Baderul Amin Abdul Hamid,
Deputy State Secretary (Develop-
ment) Mohd Zakuan Zakaria, and
state JKR director Ahmad Nadzri Ab-
dul Majid.
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Airport expansion in full swin
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HE expansion and up-
Tgrading of Penang Inter-

national Airport (PIA) is
progressing steadily, with sig-
nificant advancements across
various work packages, says
Penang Infrastructure, Trans-
port and Digital Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari.

He said the project comprises
three key Work Packages (WPs),
aimed at enhancing the airport’s
infrastructure and operational
capacity.

These include enabling works,
airside facility improvements
and the construction of a new
terminal building.

“As of Feb 15, the contrac-

tor for WP1 (Work Package One)
has achieved 31% physical work
progress. This package focuses
on critical enabling, upgrading,
and construction works, includ-
ing the ancillary building, Air Traf-
fic Control (ATC) Tower, Civil Avia-
tion Authority Malaysia (CAAM)
office, AVSEC Control Post, and
local infrastructure works.

“The project was awarded in
September 2024, and progress
remains on track. WP1 is sched-
uled for completion by Novem-
ber,” Zairil told Buletin Mutiara
after a recent site visit.

He also provided updates on
WP2 (Work Package Two), stat-
ing the contract was awarded
last December, with physical con-
struction set to begin this month.

WP2 focuses on upgrading

Surge in foreign arrivals at
Penang International Airport

PENANG International Airport
recorded a significant rise in
foreign arrivals last year, with a
notable increase in visitors from
China, Thailand, and Taiwan.

However, Singapore was the
only country among the top 10
to register a slight decline, ac-
cording to data from the Immi-
gration Department of Malaysia,
Penang branch.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai said Indonesia
remained the top source of inter-
national visitors, with 369,088
arrivals in 2024, a 6.74% in-
crease from 345,786 in 2023.

“Meanwhile, Singapore, the
second-largest market, recorded
a 4.55% decline in arrivals, drop-
ping from 186,353 in 2023 to
177,882 in 2024.

“However, this figure only ac-
counts for arrivals at Penang In-
ternational Airport (PIA).

“Tourists from Singapore may
have also travelled to Penang via
other modes of transport, such
as cruises or land routes, which
are not included in this data,” he
told a media conference at his
office in Komtar recently.

China saw the most dramatic
increase, with arrivals surging by
218.86%, from 37,711 in 2023
t0 120,245 in 2024.

Other notable increases were
recorded for Taiwan (19.34%),
Thailand (41.28%), and the Unit-
ed Kingdom (27.14%).

Wong highlighted the positive

impact of these rising numbers
on the state’s economy.

“The significant growth in ar-
rivals, particularly from China
and Thailand, reflects Penang’s
increasing appeal as a global
tourism destination. We must
continue enhancing our tourism
offerings and connectivity to sus-
tain this momentum.

“The sharp rise has been at-
tributed to several key factors,
including Malaysia’'s visafree
travel policy for Chinese tourists,
collaborations with airlines to
improve connectivity, aggressive
tourism campaigns, extensive
roadshows and social media
promotions,” he said.

The United States, Australia,
and Japan also saw modest
growth, while arrivals from Other
Commonwealth Countries in-
creased by 7.13%.

Wong said, looking ahead,
the state anticipates India would
break into PIA’s Top 10 foreign
arrivals in 2025, especially with
direct flights from Chennai to
Penang.

The improved connectivity is
expected to attract more Indian
tourists, further boosting the
state’s tourism sector.

Also present at the media
conference were Penang Global
Tourism chief executive officer
Ooi Chok Yan, Penang Global
Tourism senior manager Pauline
Yoon, and Dreamz Productions
Events Management Sdn Bhd
founder and director Cheah WY.

the airport apron, taxiway, air-
side drainage, utilities diversion
and other related infrastructure.

Meanwhile, the WP3 ten-
der is expected to be opened
next month.

This package will involve the
construction of a new terminal
and the renovation of the exist-

Zainil (third from left, in orange vest), Mohd
Nadzim (front row, right), and representatives
from the contractor and relevant agencies
visiting the construction site.

ing one, covering local infrastruc-
ture works, building services,
and interior design enhance-
ments.

“The new terminal is ex
pected to be operational by
2027, while the entire project
is expected to be completed by
2028,” Zairil added.

This expansion initiative aims
to accommodate growing pas-
senger traffic and improve air-
port facilities, reinforcing Pen-
ang International Airport’'s role
as a key regional aviation hub.

Also present was Penang In-
ternational Airport senior man-
ager Mohd Nadzim Hashim.

Bypass project reaches 70% completion

THE long-anticipated Package
Two bypass road project, linking
Bandar Baru Air [tam to the Tun
Dr Lim Chong Eu Expressway,
has reached 73% completion
as of Feb 28, says State Infra-
structure, Transport, and Digital
Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari.

“This figure shows construc-
tion is ahead of schedule,” Zairil
said after a site visit to Jalan Sul-
tan Azlan Shah in Gelugor.

He added this milestone re-
flects efficient execution and
seamless coordination among
stakeholders.

During the site visit, Zairil led
a delegation of key authorities to
inspect the installation of mas-
sive beams, a crucial phase of
the elevated road construction.

“We are installing some of
the longest beams at Jalan Sul-
tan Azlan Shah, each weighing a
staggering 140 tonnes,” he said.

A total of six beams will be
positioned at this section, with
three supporting each side of
the carriageway.

Similar  installations  are
scheduled for other key sections,
including Jalan Bukit Gambir.

With the project moving ahead
of its initial timeline, it is expect-
ed to be ready by next year.

However, Zairil emphasised
the importance of prioritising
public safety.

“While we are ahead of sched-
ule, | urge contractors to ensure

safety remains the top priority.

“So far, | am satisfied with the
progress,” he told Buletin Muti-
ara during the site visit.

Acknowledging the impact on
residents, Zairil encouraged the
public, especially those in af-
fected areas, to stay updated
on road closures and alternative
routes through social media and
news portals.

Meanwhile, project director
Asward Indra Firhad explained
the next steps following the
beam installation.

“Once the beams are in place,
we will proceed with netting and
deck slab works.

“These elements are vital for
structural support and to prevent
debris hazards, ensuring the
safety of road users,” he said.

The RM851.04 million Pack-
age Two project will drastically

JAYclosesup)view/of;
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[beams

cut travel time, reducing the
40-minute drive between Ban-
dar Baru Air ltam and Tun Dr Lim
Chong Eu Expressway to just 10
minutes.

Consortium Zenith Construc-
tion (CZC) is undertaking the
project, which is being imple-
mented by the Penang Infra-
structure Corporation (PIC).

It comprises three inter-
changes - Interchange One (at
Lebuhraya Thean Teik), Inter-
change Two (Jalan Bukit Gambir-
Jalan Sultan Azlan Shah) and
Interchange Three (at Tun Dr Lim
Chong Eu Expressway), which
would involve a left inleft out
junction and an elevated U-turn.

Accompanying Zairil on the
site visit were Seri Delima as-
semblyman Connie Tan Hooi
Peng and PIC chief executive of-
ficer Datuk Seri Farizan Darus.
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Free medical treatment for
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HE Human Resources
Ministry (Kesuma) has
introduced a significant

initiative allowing all employ-
ees contributing to the So-

cial Security Organisation
(Perkeso) to receive medical
treatment at any of the 1,400
Perkeso panel clinics across
the country — completely free
of charge.

Announcing the initiative at
the ministry’s Chinese New

Year Open House at Chang
Hua Kor Moral Uplifting So-
ciety Banquet Hall in Bukit
Mertajam recently, Human
Resources Minister and Bukit
Mertajam MP Steven Sim
Chee Keong said this move
would significantly ease the

Payne (left) and his wife, Ahleyce Tan (right), enjoying a durian treat alongside other guests at

Dking’s newest outlet.

Durian lovers' new goto spot

THE opening of Dking’s new-
est Durian Experience Centre
in George Town recently fur-
ther cements Penang’s repu-
tation as a top destination for
food and durian lovers.

To mark the occasion, State
Tourism and Creative Economy
Committee chairman Wong Hon
Wai and Dking’s northern region
director Bernard Seow led the
ribbon-cutting ceremony in front
of a striking 13-foot 3D Black
Thorn durian sculpture at the
outlet’s entrance.

This is Dking’s sixth outlet,
following locations at Dking SS2
in Petaling Jaya, Dking KLCC, Dk-
ing Bukit Bintang, Dking Jonker,
and Rimba By Dking.

Highlighting Penang’s many
attractions, including its Unesco
World Heritage Site, Unesco
Biosphere Reserve, stunning
beaches and vibrant culinary
scene, Wong noted that durian,
the King of Fruits, holds a spe-
cial place in people’s hearts.

From late May to August, he
said, visitors from China, Hong
Kong, Indonesia, Singapore

and other Southeast Asian
countries make their way to
Penang to indulge in its world-
renowned durians.

“The quality and taste of Pen-
ang’s durians have long been a
major draw, attracting countless
visitors year after year.

“Penang is a paradise for
durian lovers. What makes our
durians truly special is that they
ripen naturally on the trees. This
process gives them an exquisite
texture and taste that frozen du-
rians, which often lose some of
their distinct quality, cannot rep-
licate. Here in Penang, we are
proud to offer some of the fin-
est varieties, including the highly
sought-after Black Thorn, Red
Prawn, Musang King and many
more,” Wong said in his speech.

He added that the durian
sculpture is more than just an
eye-catching landmark; it sym-
bolises the state’s commitment
to promoting its agricultural heri-
tage and showcasing Penang’s
finest durians to the world.

Also present at the launch
were Komtar assemblyman

Teh Lai Heng, Penang Global
Tourism chief executive officer
Ooi Chok Yan, Penang Island
City Council councillor Benji
Ang, Malaysia Inbound Chi-
nese Association vice-presi-
dent Jessie Ong, Dking found-
ers Simon Chin, Leron Lee
and K.J. Lee, and DSEAFOOD
partner Johnny Lee.

Following the launch, Wong,
Teh, and other guests toured the
Dking Durian Experience Centre
and sampled a variety of duri-
ans.

Among those present was
Australian John Payne, a re-
tired boat builder, accompa-
nied by his Penang-born wife,
Ahleyce Tan.

Asked for his thoughts on
the durians served, Payne, who
speaks both Bahasa Malaysia
and Hokkien, said: “Sedap (deli-
cious). I've been eating durians
for 20 years. In fact, | was at
SS2 last year to enjoy them.

“My Western friends can't
handle the taste and smell, but
to me, ‘chin ho chiak’ (very deli-
cious),” he added.

Perkeso contributors

financial burden on workers,
particularly those in the low
and middle-income groups.

He said under this new pol-
icy, Perkeso contributors could
walk into any panel clinic, pres-
ent their identity card (IC) and
receive treatment without hav-
ing to pay upfront.

“The free medical cover-
age extends to employment
injuries occurring at the work-
place, accidents while com-
muting to work, and occupa-
tional diseases.

“Previously, employees
seeking treatment at Perkeso
panel clinics had to pay an
initial amount of RM150 to
RM200 before claiming reim-
bursement.

“But starting this year, they
no longer need to make any
upfront payment. They just
need to show their IC, and if
they are registered Perkeso
contributors, Perkeso will fully
cover their medical expenses.

“This initiative is a major
step forward in ensuring ac-
cessible healthcare for em-
ployees, especially those
from the lower and middle-in-
come groups,” Sim (pix) said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was also present,
lauded Kesuma for its com-
mitment to protecting work-
ers’ welfare.

He reaffirmed the Penang
government’s strong support
for such initiatives which align
with the state’s progressive
approach to social welfare.

“Penang, as a progressive
state, fully supports the ef-
forts of the Human Resourc-
es Ministry through Perkeso
in ensuring the well-being of
workers nationwide.

“On behalf of the Penang
government, | extend my sin-
cere appreciation to Kesuma
for this initiative, as well as
its other programmes aimed
at assisting Perkeso contribu-
tors both in the state and
across the country.

“The Penang government
looks forward to strength-
ening its collaboration with
Kesuma and Perkeso in the
future, ensuring continued
improvements in the welfare
and security of workers in the
state,” Chow said.
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TIE Penang government
is committed to support-
ing local entrepreneurs in
the state through training pro-
grammes, mentorship, and mar-
ket access assistance.
Speaking at the closing cer-
emony of the Penang Entrepre-
neur Fashion Festival (FFUP)
recently, state Trade, Entrepre-
neurial Development and Rural
Development Committee chair-

State’s word on

man Datuk Rashidi Zinol said
the Penang government is dedi-
cated to elevating local brands,
which are rich in uniqueness and
innovation, to greater heights.

“One of the key initiatives to-
ward this goal is through the or-
ganising of FFUP, which serves
as a platform to showcase the
extraordinary creativity and tal-
ent of young fashion entrepre-
neurs.

“The objective of organising
FFUP is not only to introduce
new brands and designs but

also to provide opportunities
for business networking, experi-
ence sharing, and strengthen-
ing the position of our fashion
entrepreneurs in the industry,”
Rashidi (pix) said in his speech.

Rashidi, as the state execu-
tive councillor responsible for
the entrepreneurial develop-
ment portfolio, expressed his
pride in the commitment and
dedication displayed by the
young fashion entrepreneurs in
this programme.

He highlighted that fashion is

a dynamic industry that continu-
ously evolves with time.
“Fashion is an industry that
will never be left behind because
it constantly evolves to keep up
with trends. Moreover, the field
offers numerous opportunities
as there is always high demand
from customers for unique and
attractive clothing,” he added.
Rashidi added the state gov-
ernment remains committed to
fostering an environment where
local entrepreneurs, particu-
larly in the fashion industry, can

supporting entrepreneurs

thrive and make their mark on
both local and international mar-
kets.

Speaking about the festival,
Rashidi said FFUP is a one-day
programme jointly organised by
his office and Creative Culture
Global Venture.

“Some 30 young fashion en-
trepreneurs involved in the one-
day festival including students
from local institutions,” he said.

Also present was Creative
Culture Global Venture founder
Ahmad Sobri Baharani.

MBSP champions upcycling

RESIDENTS of Bukit Merta-
jam can now look forward to a
special Upcycle Carnival held
monthly at Aeon Mall Bukit
Mertajam, offering an engag-
ing and educational platform
for sustainable living.

The Upcycle Carnival and
Promotion of Waste Segre-
gation at Source is a col-
laborative initiative between
Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) and Aeon Mall Bukit
Mertajam, aiming to pro-
mote environmental aware-
ness and responsible waste
management.

The carnival will take place
on the third Sunday of every
month, with the first edition
having commenced on Feb 16.

MBSP mayor Datuk Bade-
rul Amin Abdul Hamid em-

phasised the importance of
the carnival as a high-impact
initiative designed to instil
a stronger sense of environ-
mental responsibility among
the public.

“This programme seeks
to educate people on the
importance of waste man-
agement and recycling, while
also providing opportunities
for individuals to contribute
actively to environmental
preservation efforts,” he
said in his speech.

He highlighted that the
core focus of the carnival
is on upcycling, a process
that transforms used materi-
als and products by enhanc-
ing their value and function,
making them more useful
and high-quality.

The Upcycle Carnival and
Promotion of Waste Segrega-
tion at Source was officiated
by Penang Local Government,
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jason
H'ng Mooi Lye, who praised
MBSP for spearheading such
an impactful initiative.

“With its monthly pres-
ence, the Upcycle Carnival
is expected to inspire more
residents to adopt greener
habits, actively participate
in waste reduction, and em-
brace the principles of re-
think, refuse, reuse, reduce,
repair, regift, recover, and re-
cycle,” said H'ng.

Also present were MBSP
councillors Heng Yeh Shiuan,
Cheen Goon Hooi and Ooi
Yong Wooi.

Noble effort to assist elderly folk in Pengkalan Kota

TOUTED as the first initiative of
its kind in Penang, the Pertu-
buhan Penyayang Teratai Kasih
is assisting elderly residents
in Pengkalan Kota by providing
them with borrowed medical
equipment to meet their needs.

Established five years ago,
Pertubuhan Penyayang Teratai
Kasih has set up a centre at
Pintasan Cecil 2, George Town,
to store essential medical
equipment meant for residents
in the constituency.

Speaking at the launch of the
centre recently, its founder, An-
thony Lim, said the initiative aims
to provide care for those in need.

"Anyone requiring medical
equipment can seek assis-

tance from us, and we will do
our best to help them.

"We have a wide range of
medical equipment, namely
electric and manual hospital
beds, mattresses, transfer
chairs, commode chairs, suc-
tion machines, nebulisers, and
wheelchairs," he said.

Lim added that applicants
only need to pay a RM100 de-
posit, and there is no time limit
on how long they can borrow
the equipment.

He added individuals outside
the Pengkalan Kota constituen-
cy may apply for medical equip-
ment, subject to availability.

Pengkalan Kota assembly-
man Wong Yuee Harng, who

attended the event, expressed
gratitude to Lim and his team
for their tireless efforts.

"Pengkalan Kota is a high-
density area, and this initiative
will greatly benefit those in need.

"l believe this non-govern-
mental organisation (NGO) is
playing a crucial role in sup-
porting the community," he
said, adding that such efforts
contribute to improving the
state’s happiness index.

Also present at the event was
Penang Island City Council (MB-
PP) councillor Alan Lim Wei Lun.

For more information, con-
tact the centre’s service hotline
at 017-4446899 (Lydia Chan)
or Wong's service centre.



ITH the holy month of Rama-
Wdan already into its final days,
Muslims everywhere would
have started shopping and preparing
for Hari Raya Aidilfitri.
Hotels and shopping malls have also
been spruced up to welcome the month
of Syawal.
Ramadan saw bazaars opening up ev-
erywhere to cater to the breaking-of-fast
needs of Muslims.
Algiant|Hari|Rayaldecor,welcoming But being all things Malaysian and
guestsatiTheGranite/Luxury/Hotel" in a solid show of unity and tolerance,
a sizable number of non-Muslims also
made a beeline for these bazaars, es-
pecially to sample the various food deli-
cacies on offer.
Buletin Mutiara wishes all our read-
ers Selamat Hari Raya Aidilfitri. \Visitorsthrongingi{the}Ban
BusukyRamadan]bazaar]in

Penanti;\whichlisjtouted{to]be

Chichilinister, Cllaw/Kan thellongest|iniSeberang{Perai.
Yeow/showingihis'skills|in gestyl g i

making{murtabak(duringihis
visititoithe]Ramadan)bazaar,
in[Queen|Street!

A The guests enjoying the buka puasa event, organised
by the Jelutong parliament constituency service centre
together with Persatuan Kebajikan Masyarakat Sejahtera
Pulau Pinang and Jawatankuasa Kariah Masjid Jamek
Hashim Yahya, Jalan Perak, at Masjid Jamek

Hashim Yahya.

A\Hari|Raya(decor{adds)vibrancy,
to]Komtar.

The Hari Raya decor
at Gurney Plaza
showcasing the
peaceful ambience of
a village.

The 'Seruan Rimba Raya' Penang
decorations mesmerise shoppers
(Check{out/1st/Avenue) at Sunshine Central.
e

Raya g
enjoy;thelcolourful
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

YB Dato' Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

N.26 PADANG KOTA

YAB Chow Kon Yeow {T; 04 -226 0218
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218
N.37 BATU MAUNG

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
ingh nang.gov.m

m 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -2618715

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Gooi Zi Sen

gooizisen@penang.gov.my.

(T) 012 - 500 1571

N.16 PERAI
YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
nl njawi@gmail.com

iT; 04-5941163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol

n21sgachehpk@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 593 2408
F

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

m 04 -818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai

wonghonwail mail.com

{II;; 04 -826 1898

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol

fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

{IT% 04 -293 7545

N.02 BERTAM
YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican

dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

04 -293 7546
g

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Chee Yeeh Keen
cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

YB Phee Syn Tze m 04 - 3137987
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com ) 012 - 248 5938
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL

{T; 018-388 6317
F

ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin

bagandalamn09@gmail.com
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah

M

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL

YB Woo Sze Zeng
joshuawoosz@gmail.com

(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng

pengkalankota@dappg.org

[B 04 -299 2574

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.31 BATU LANCANG

YB Ong Ah Teong T) 04 - 280 4411
ongahteong@penang.gov.my 04 - 280 4422
N.32 SERI DELIMA

an Hooi Peng -
YB Tan Hooi P T) 04 - 659 5611
n32seridelima@gmail.com

N.13 BERAPIT YB Bukhori Ghazali m
YB Heng Lee Lee [T 017 -813 3509
berapit@dappg.org 04 - 540 0006 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
v{;f MQEH.?NG BUBOK 1390519 YB Mohd Sobri Salleh (T
ee Khai Loon =
i _ N.05 SUNGAI DUA

Kllee/8@gmail.com .
kllee78@gmail.com [ 04 - 551 1442 VB Muharamad Fauz Yusoff )
N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung [T 04 - 507 5001 N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
gooihsiaocleung@penang.gov.my 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang m
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik [T 04 - 502 5818 N.10 SEBERANG JAYA

04 - 506 2138 YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah (M)
N.23 AIR PUTIH

f N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Lim Guan En T) 04 - 829 0614 - .
da ;air;uﬁh@;rgail.com M YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim M
N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
YB Lee Boon Hen (T) 011 - 2773 6684 YB Zulkefli Bakar M
leeboonheng24@gmail.com
N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP

N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah

M

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

M

NAMA No Tel/ No Faks

otline
?f_} 04 - %91 0123

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.33 AIR ITAM .
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

ET{ 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz
m ri m@gmail.com

ET{ 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

Zuraida Mohamad Arshad

019 -464 3674

MBSP 2025
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
A Rahi 012 - 579 9600 . .
Zman kanim 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
& Seberang Perai Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Selatan Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Bernard Cheen Goon 012 - 402 0923 .
ol (Pegawai Pembantu)
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai K. Pejabat BallljagllanP. 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Utara cwargahegaraan Fulau Finang,
Tingkat 44, KOMTAR
Dato’ Omar Haiji Abdul 019 - 577 0800 4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 04 - 650 5105 012 -412 2375
biamid (Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah
Datuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 5. N. Vasanthakumari Komtar 04 - 650 5105
AT (Pembantu Tadbir)
Heng Yeh Shivan 016 -261 2460 Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Lim Eng Nam 016- 411 4400 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS I | |
MBPP 2025 B e T .
! ]
1
Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071 Nama Telefon ] E D ITO R I A I- !
Charmar i :
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors : :
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Chunsieiaiiey e (anglisn] I
! Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) !
Beniji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227 : G. Revatic (Tamil) 1
]
. q ~ 1 1
Mohamad Aisamuddin g ase e Chan Soon Aun 012- 485 0728 : C Witers: :
- ! M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee, ]
Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012- 464 6277 1 Muhamad Riadz Akmal and Kevin Vimal (English) 1
Mﬁhorgod Suzuki 011-1119 4419 Rahman ! Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin, :
Ahma X . .
David Chen Wooi Teong 012-4921114 : Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Y|ng (Ch|he$e) :
] J. Patmavathy (Tamil) 1
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 415 5494 Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 ! !
Abdullah i Photographers : 1
- ] Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian, !
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 ricl Mohamed Yusoft Ol =2ls el : Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud, |
! Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis, :
Hari Krishnan o/l Ramakrishnan | 010 - 505 5571 : Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi, :
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 i _ Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar, 1
Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088 ! Siti Nuratikah Rahmat and Siew Chia En :
! ]
H ! . .
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 L& Seng) el BNl - A0 erte : Graphic Designers : :
- 1 Idzham Ahmad ]
Lee Wei Seang 012 - 452 8305 ! Nasrul Amir Yahaya :
1
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196 %ozomod Khairani Abdul 019 - 594 4533 ; Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke: :
UKOr I ‘ : :
— ] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA, '
Ponnudurai a/l 012 - 423 3578 Mohd Roshidi Roslan 019 - 555 6607 ' Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang I
1 1
V Anthony Srinvasagam ) ) . Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 !
Milnemrelel Kl ieinel Al Iz sz ioet ] Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com !
Predeeb Kumar a/I 016 - 498 5421 Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 - 388 7977 T T T T T )
Kalidass
Ooi Mei Mei 011 -1443 8734
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749 Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 510 0075
Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926
Yeoh Kim Kim 012 - 428 6438
Shahul Homeed M.K.Mohamed 017 - 4730194
Ishack
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200 .
Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Zulkifli Md. Yusop 016 - 432 0789
Vickneson a/l Rajendran 016 - 489 6162
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161 Visvenathan a/l Tangavello 019 - 488 1010
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uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix: File pictures

ULETIN Mutiara bids fare-
Bwell to a brilliant artist and

storyteller, Mohd Azmi
Mohd Hussin, whose pen left an
indelible mark on our hearts and
pages.

For nine years, Azmi, as he
was fondly known, brought wit,
wisdom, and warmth to Buletin
Mutiara, illustrating the world
as only he could — through lines
that spoke louder than words.

He signed off his cartoons
simply as “ME”.

Though he departed from
Buletin Mutiara’s newsroom
last October, his presence nev-
er truly faded.

His cartoons, filled with hu-
mour, sharp observations, and
profound storytelling, continued
to resonate with those who had
the privilege of experiencing them.

Azmi had a rare gift — turn-
ing everyday moments into
thought-provoking art, shed-
ding light on truths that words
sometimes failed to express.
With over a decade in the art
industry, he was not only a car-
toonist but also a talented cari-
cature artist and muralist.

Over the years, Azmi’'s dedica-
tion to his craft earned him three
Malaysia Book of Records (MBR)
achievements: The Most Number
of Live Caricatures in 24 Hours
(2017), The Longest Coffee
Painting in Malaysia (2019), and
The Longest Single Comic Strip
Produced in Malaysia (2021).

Beyond his art, Azmi was a
kind and passionate soul, al-
ways generous with ideas, en-
couragement, and laughter.

State communications direc-
tor Yap Lee Ying paid tribute to
Azmi, describing him as a gift-
ed artist whose work brought
depth, humour, and truth to Bu-
letin Mutiara’s pages for nine
remarkable years.

“Azmi had an extraordinary
ability to capture the world in just
a few strokes of his pen. His car-
toons were not just illustrations
— they were reflections of our
times, crafted with wit, insight,
and an unmistakable voice.

“He could make us laugh,

Remembering

a legacy In ink

PENANG recently lost two of its sons who have left

an indelible mark on the state and nation.

Buletin Mutiara pays tribute to these individuals who

have carved a niche in their respective fields.

Azmi shared his artwork with Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow (fourth from left), Berjaya Food Berhad Group
chief executive officer Datuk Sydney Quays (second from left) and other VIPs after receiving the Malaysia
Book of Records (MBR) certificate for The Longest Coffee Painting in Malaysia (2019).

make us think, and sometimes,
make us pause to see the world
a little differently. Even after he
left the newsroom, his impact
remained.

“The passion he poured into
every piece will never be forgot-
ten. Azmi was a friend to many
— a kind, thoughtful, and gener-
ous spirit who left an imprint not
just on paper, but on all of us
who had the privilege of knowing
him,” Yap said.

Buletin Mutiara journalist Ainul
Wardah Sohilli is still grappling
with the loss of her dear friend.

She recalled their first meet-
ing — an interview that left a last-
ing impression.

“Azmi was not just an artist
but a storyteller with a deep
passion for his craft. Outside
of cartooning, he found joy
in BMX cycling, a hobby he
shared enthusiastically with
those around him.

“I remember how generous
he was in sharing his life’s jour-
ney, even with people he had
just met.

“Sehingga sekarang, masih
lagi tersimpan potret karikatur
yang arwah lukis masa kali per-
tama interview dia,” Ainul remi-
nisced, cherishing the personal
memento Azmi had created.

His artistic journey reached
a significant milestone last Au-
gust with his first solo exhibition,
Cari, at Hin Bus Depot.

It was one of the last times
Ainul met him in person. Be-
fore that, they had spoken
about his dreams — one of
which was to bring his comic
character Joe-G to the world
stage, much like the legend-
ary Datuk Lat (Mohammad
Nor Mohammad Khalid).

A longtime admirer of his art,
Cheong Yin Fan, shared how
Azmi’s work had a unique abil-

Azmi and his wife Marjanah Shammoon Rali (fourth from right) taking a group photo with the Buletin
Mutiara team - Yap (third from right), Ainul (right), editor Christopher Tan (second from left), deputy editor
Wong Sook Shyan (second from right), photographer Law Suun Ting (left), and writer Ammar Mikhail

Aamer (third from left).

ity to draw people in.

“Azmi’s art is simple, yet
there’s something about it that
pulls you in — it makes you feel
like you're part of the artwork.

“When | visited Hin Bus De-
pot last August, | didn’t even re-
alise at first that the piece was
his. But after taking an interac-
tive photo with it, | suddenly
felt — wow, no wonder! It
was Azmi's
work.  So
power-
ful  that
it made
me want

to be part of the art itself.

“You see the TV in his piece?
It has such a Malaysian feel —
‘Esok Cuti’ — and you just can’t
help but laugh when you see it.

“That’s why | love his work.
And the art community loved
him just as much,” she said.

Penang Global Tourism se-
nior manager Pauline Yoon was
still in shock and disbelief that
Azmi’s no longer around.

“There are too many memo-
rable stories with Azmi over the
past 10 years. He was such a
talented, humble, and humour-

ous guy. | remember
when we were in
Jakarta for an event
— he was wearing a

Azmi with his comic strip and MBR
certificate at the City Stadium. He received
the MBR certificate for The Longest Single
Comic Strip Produced in Malaysia (2021).
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Cheong taking a photo with Azmi’s artwork during his first
solo exhibition, Cari, at Hin Bus Depot.

hoodie while walking down

the street. | asked, ‘Tak pa
nas kah?’ and he just laughed
and said, ‘Panas, tapi gaya ma.’

“l was about to call him for
an event in April, but the next
day, | received the heartbreak-
ing news. | am really going to
miss ‘stalking’ him at Hin Bus
Depot,” she said.

Azmi’s close friend, Preveena
Balakrishnan, remembers him
as a man of unshakable deter-
mination.

“For those who knew him,
Azmi was more than just an art-
ist —he was a fighter, a dreamer,
and an inspiration.

“Despite facing countless re-
jections and struggles, he never
spoke ill of anyone.

“To me, Azmi was more than
a best friend. He was a guide, a
brother, a critic, and a constant
source of motivation,” she said.

Preveena also recalled his
love for briyani and his admira-
tion for Tamil superstar “Thala”
Ajith Kumar.

“He was a huge fan — al-
ways trying to catch Ajith's
movies on the first day, first
show!” she shared.

According to reports, Azmi,
40, was on his way back from
a Ramadan bazaar in Paya Teru-
bong with his family when he be-
gan experiencing chest pains on
March 5.

His wife drove him to a near-
by clinic in Bandar Baru Air Itam,
where he collapsed.

Emergency aid was adminis-
tered, and an ambulance was
called. Despite CPR efforts at
the clinic and on the way to Pen-
ang Hospital, Azmi took his last
breath en route.

He leaves behind his wife and
three children — two sons aged
17 and 15, and an 11-year-old
daughter.

Azmi was laid to rest at the
Masjid Jamek Hashim Yahaya
Muslim Cemetery in Jalan Perak.

The world is a little less
colourful without Azmi, but
his legacy lives on in the ink
he left behind. His art, his
kindness, and his unwavering
spirit will continue to inspire
generations to come.

Rest in peace, Azmi. Your
pen may be still, but your sto-
ries will never fade.

Passing of
renowned
marine scientist

ALAYSIA recently
mourned the loss of
one of its most distin-

guished marine scientists, Prof
Datuk Dr Zulfigar Yasin.

Zulfigar was 65.

His passing on the night of
Feb 3, at Sunway Medical Cen-
tre in Seberang Jaya, has left a
profound void in the scientific
community, with colleagues and
students mourning the loss of a
mentor, leader and friend.

Born in Air Itam, Zulfigar (pix)
began his journey at Universiti
Sains Malaysia (USM) in 1988,
where he became a cornerstone
of marine science research.

He was deeply involved in
pioneering studies on marine
biodiversity, coral reefs, and
coastal ecosystems, and his
contributions were instrumental
in advancing Malaysia’s ocean-
ographic research.

Mentor, father figure, legend
Those who knew Zulfigar re-
member him not only for his
scientific excellence but also
for his kindness and guidance.
USM’s Centre for Marine
and Coastal Studies (CEMACS)
director Prof Datuk Dr Aileen
Tan Shau Hwai, one of his clos-
est protégés, expressed
her grief.
“I have lost a very
dear person, who had
groomed me to who |
am today. Prof Zul was
not only my mentor, but
like a father, a brother,
and a very dear buddy.
He is a legend and
cannot be replaced,”
she said.
Dr Khalil Munawar
echoed these senti-
ments, saying: “My
heart is filled with
sorrow upon hearing
this news.
“I do not even know
what to say. Prof Zul
has done so much for
us, more than | could
ever repay. Only Allah
can reward all the kind-
ness and contributions

he has given.

“Thank you, Prof, for every-
thing,” he said.

Meanwhile, USM senior dep-
uty registrar Mohamad Abdul-
lah said he was shocked when
he saw the message about the
passing of this esteemed ma-
rine science expert.

“It feels like just yesterday we
were exchanging messages. He
was very humble and incredibly
committed to his expertise.

“During his career at USM,
he was one of the academics
| deeply respected and remem-
bered, especially as an expert
in marine science, corals and
marine biodiversity.

“I will always remember his
warmth, humility, and hard work,
as well as his contributions to
scientific research at USM.

“May his soul be blessed,
and my condolences to those
he left behind,” Mohamad said.

CEMACS senior lecturer Dr
Annette Jaya Ram remembers
Zulfigar as a remarkable soul
who brought light to everyone
he encountered.

“He was not just a lecturer or
a conventional marine scientist
— Prof had a deep appreciation
for the arts, whether in music
or photography.

“His kindness, generosity,
and sharp wit are what | will re-
member most.

“I will forever miss him and
cherish the wonderful memo-
ries we shared — whether at
work, during our travels, or
simply exploring new places in
search of good food,” she said.

Trailblazer in Marine Research

Zulfigar played a key role in
the establishment of USM’s
CEMACS, which became a lead-

ing hub for marine research.

In 2002, he led a Malaysian
research team on a 73-day ex-
pedition to Antarctica, working
alongside the Australian Ant-
arctic Division to study extreme
marine environments.

Two years later, he initiat-
ed ROSES (Research on the
Seas and lIslands of Malay-
sia), the largest scientific ex-
pedition in Malaysian waters
at the time.

He also contributed to the
successful breeding of the “Ti-
ram Siraj” oyster, a high-quality
oyster developed through re-
search with Tan.

This initiative was later rec-
ognised by the USM chancel-
lor, Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin lbni
Almarhum Tuanku Syed Putra
Jamalullail.

Beyond academia, Zulfigar
was passionate about sharing
knowledge with the public. He
authored several coffee table
books, including “Inspirations”
(on CEMACS), “@USM.MY” (on
USM), and “Semporna” (on the
Bajau Laut community).

Legacy That Lives On

Zulfigar's contributions ex-
tended beyond research and
publications — he was a men-
tor, a leader, and an advocate
for marine conservation. His
impact will continue to inspire
future generations of marine
scientists.

As Malaysia bids farewell to
this extraordinary scholar, the
legacy he leaves behind will re-
main a beacon for the country’s
marine science community.

Our deepest condolences
go to his family, friends, and
students. May his soul rest in
peace.
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ENANG is confident in-
Pdustries in the state

would be able to navi-
gate the challenges posed by
recent global developments,
says Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

“We are mindful of how tech-
nological changes may impact
our industries. We’ll monitor
these developments, remain
open to industry feedback, and
find ways to overcome chal-
lenges together,” he said in his
speech when addressing board
members of Collaborative Re-
search in Engineering, Science
& Technology (CREST) and rep-
resentatives of Penang Digital
at CREST's office in sains@
usm, Bukit Jambul, recently.

Chow highlighted several
stateded initiatives, includ-
ing the Penang Silicon Design
@5km+ and the Integrated Cir-
cuit (IC) Design and Digital Park.

“Collaboration is the key. No
one can operate on his own.
When we collaborate, we are
stronger together,” Chow said.

“With so many challenges in
the world, collaboration is the
way forward. It will take time for
these initiatives to materialise.

“We appreciate the many
industries stepping forward to
work with the state. Given our
resource constraints, we lever-
age the strength of the ecosys-
tem we have.”

Chow also commended
CREST for its vital role in
addressing Malaysia's E&E
needs by fostering research,
development, and commer-
cialisation through market-
driven collaborative R&D and
talent development.

State, CREST
E&E innovation

push

Chow and Jaffri (ninth from left) in a group photo with CREST board members and representatives of Penang Digital at CREST’s office in

sains@usm, Bukit Jambul.

Launched in 2012, CREST
officially became an agency
under the Investment, Trade
and Industry Ministry (MITI) in
July 2023.

CREST chief executive officer
Jaffri Ibrahim provided an over-
view of the agency’s ongoing
programmes, its impact on the
northern region and Penang, as
well as its accomplishments in
talent development, SME sup-
port and nurturing local E&E
champions.

Jaffri said one of CREST’s key
objectives is to train and upskill
60,000 highly skilled engineers.

He also took pride in the suc-
cess of its incubatees, such as
Oppstar Technology Berhad and
Skyechip Sdn Bhd.

The event was followed by
an open dialogue and Q&A
session where participants
explored collaboration areas
between Penang state agen-
cies and local companies for
SME development.

Chow and other attendees

were later briefed by Dassault
Systémes’ Jessica Tan, direc-
tor of marketing for Asia Pacific
South, and Samuel Tan, part-
ner sales manager, on Delmia-
Works and 3DEXPERIENCE.
Dassault Systemes, founded
in 1981 and headquartered in
France, is a global leader in pro-
viding software solutions for prod-
uct design and manufacturing.
The company offers a wide
range of tools for industries

such as aerospace, automotive,
architecture and life sciences.
“Our flagship platform, the
3DEXPERIENCE, integrates vari-
ous applications for simulation,
design, and collaboration, en-
abling businesses to innovate,
optimise their processes, and
accelerate time-to-market. With
a strong focus on digital trans-
formation, Dassault Systemes
empowers organisations to
create and deliver sustainable,

cutting-edge products.

“Dassault Systémes is com-
mitted to supporting the digjtal
transformation of SMEs through
its Industry 4.0 programme.
This initiative promotes digital
continuity within SMEs, reduc-
ing operational costs and en-
hancing productivity. In turn,
this elevates supply chain stan-
dards and strengthens SMEs’
competitiveness on the global
stage,” Samuel said.

ESCAPE Penang has further
enhanced its position as a
global leader in gtheme park
innovation after it set two new
Guinness World Records.

The latest records include
the Longest Tubby Racer (dry
ski slope slide) at 453.3 metres
and the Largest Tipping Bucket,
capable of holding 28,757 litres
of water.

With these additions, ES-
CAPE Penang now holds a total
of four world records, making it
the only theme park in the world
to achieve such a feat.

The park previously earned
records for the Longest Tube
Water Slide (1,111m) in 2019
and the Longest Zip Coaster
(1,135m) in 2022.

Sim Leisure Group founder
and chief executive officer Da-
tuk Sim Choo Kheng said that
breaking records was never his
primary objective.

“My goal has always been
about maximising smiles per
hour for our visitors, not just cre-
ating the longest or largest at-
tractions,” Sim said during the
Guinness World Records hando-
ver ceremony at ESCAPE Pen-
ang in Teluk Bahang recently.

He recalled that when the
Tubby Racer first opened in
2019, he didn't immediately
realise its record-breaking po-
tential.

“It was only in 2022, after
conducting some research, that

ESCAPE breaks two more
Guinness World Records

Sim (second from left) receiving the Guinness World Records
certificate from Kirimura. With them are Air ltam assemblyman
Joseph Ng (left), state executive councillor Wong Hon Wai (second
from right) and Penang Global Tourism CEO Ooi Chok Yan (right).

| discovered it was the longest
in the world,” he said.

As for the tipping bucket,
Sim noted that most around
the world hold less than 2,000
litres of water.

“l thought, why not create
something bigger and more ex-
citing for groups of friends to
enjoy?” Sim added.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai commended ES-

CAPE Penang’s contributions to
the tourism sector.

“This achievement firmly
positions ESCAPE Penang as
a global leader in the theme
park industry, showcasing
Penang’s spirit of innovation
and our drive to push boundar-
ies,” Wong said.

Guinness World Records of-
ficial adjudicator Kazuyoshi Kir-
imura was present to officially
certify the latest records.
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