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FTER more than a de- .
Acade in the making, Jan 11

Wwas a historic day for Penang with
the official launch of the highly anticipat-
ed Mutiara Light Rail Transit (LRT) Line
project.

The groundbreaking ceremony was
held at Bandar Sri Pinang, Sungai Pinang,
marking a significant milestone in the
state’s transportation development.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar lbra-
him officiated the ceremony, accompa-
nied by Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who described the event as a historic
moment following years of detailed plan-
ning and perseverance.

“Today is truly a landmark day for Pen-
ang as we celebrate the groundbreaking
of the Mutiara LRT Line project.

“This occasion marks the culmination
of over a decade of dedication, collabo-
ration, and tireless efforts by numerous
parties,” Chow said in his speech.

Chow stressed the importance of the
project, stating: “The Mutiara LRT Line
represents Penang’s first rail-based light
transit system and serves as the back-
bone of the Penang Transport Master
Plan (PTMP). It is a monumental step
towards building a sustainable public
transportation system for the state.”

Expressing gratitude, Chow extended
his appreciation to the federal govern-
ment and the Prime Minister for their
unwavering support.

“This project, conceived over a de-
cade ago, faced numerous challenges.

“At times, the Penang government
almost lost hope due to a lack of com-
mitment from previous federal adminis-
trations.

“However, the establishment of the
Madani Government has brought a re-
newed spirit of collaboration and deter-
mination, enabling us to make this vision
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a reality,” Chow added.

The Mutiara LRT Line project is poised
to transform Penang’s public transporta-
tion infrastructure, paving the way for a
more sustainable and accessible future
for its residents.

Scheduled to begin operations in De-
cember 2031, the Mutiara LRT Line proj-
ect will create thousands of job oppor-
tunities, attract substantial investments
and greatly enhance the quality of life for
the people of Penang.

The federal government has decided
to appoint Mass Rapid Transit Corp
Sdn Bhd (MRT Corp), a company wholly
owned by the Minister of Finance Incor-
porated (MOF Inc), as the developer and
asset owner for the project.

The procurement of the project is divid-
ed into three main components, which are

for civil construction works for Segment
I, which is the line from Silicon Island to
Komtar; works for civil construction for
Segment 2, which is the alignment from
Komtar to Penang Sentral and turnkey
contract for system and carriage works on
a buildmaintaintransfer (BMT) basis.

Chow also hoped this LRT project,
along with other planned developments
whether large, medium or small will be
implemented promptly.

“As | approach my final term as Chief
Minister, it is my dream to leave a legacy
of Penang where its people can live har-
moniously and prosperously.

“Through continuous efforts in
economic and infrastructural devel-
opment, we can ensure that Penang
remains a livable and thriving state
for generations to come. Let us work

s

Anwar (third from|left) Iookmg_ﬁ\t amap
of the]Renang Mutlara LRT.H'E project
durlng the groundbreaklng ceremony.
With]him are (from left) Bashir,Ahmad,
Chow,|Loke, Mohd Zarif/and Jagdeep.

together to make this vision a reality!”
said Chow.

Transport Minister Anthony Loke
Siew Fook emphasised the strategic
integration of the project within the
broader Penang Transport Master
Plan and highlighted key improve-
ments introduced by MRT Corp
through the strategic alignment of the
Mutiara LRT Line project.

“One of the pivotal enhancements
to Mutiara LRT Line is the extension
of the alignment to Penang Sentral,
effectively linking the island to the
mainland, and the planning of future
extensions to Tanjong Bunga and Air
Itam, with Komtar established as the
central interchange hub for metro
rail,” he said.

*Turn to p2




=Story by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Siew Chia En

Year gift for 63 independent

Chinese high schools across
Malaysia when Prime Minis-
ter Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim
made a generous contribution
of RM20.16 million, with each
receiving RM320,000.

Sekolah Menengah Persend-
irian Jit Sin (Jit Sin Independent
High School) in Bukit Mertajam
received a bigger ang pow when
Anwar announced an additional
RM21 million for the school.

Anwar announced his contri-
bution during his speech at the
school hall after officiating the
groundbreaking ceremony for
the Mutiara LRT Line in Sungai
Pinang, George Town, recently.

The prime minister expressed
his gratitude to Jit Sin for the in-
valuable lessons he learned as a
Bahasa Malaysia teacher at the
school for about one year before
embarking on his tertiary educa-
tion at Universiti Malaya.

“It's nostalgic and sentimen-
tal to be here today,” Anwar said,
recalling the meaning behind Jit
Sin’s school anthem which cele-
brates spirit, unity, creativity and
humanity.

Before his speech, he re-
guested the students to sing
the school anthem in Manda-
rin and joined them in the per-
formance.

While emphasising the impor-
tance of producing wellrounded
students, Anwar spoke of the
Madani concept, which stresses
good character development.

He highlighted a shift in soci-
etal values.

“We're taught not to steal.
It's fundamental. In the past, if
students were caught stealing
a pencil, they were punished
with caning. But today, stealing
billions can make you a hero.
Where are the morals?

“When | act against corrupt in-
dividuals, some claim that Anwar
is engaging in revenge politics
and has forgotten the kindness
of others,” he said.

He said as prime minister,
he has to carry out his duty re-
sponsibly

Anwar recounted his own
childhood experience of steal-
ing coconuts from a Chinese
owner and how his grandmoth-
er taught him a valuable les-
son in honesty and integrity.

“Do not steal other people’s
property — whether for Chinese
to steal from Malay, or Malay to
steal from Chinese,” he said.

Reflecting on his own experi-

IT was an early Chinese New

ences, he said, “When | was
teaching in Jit Sin, 99% of the
school comprised Chinese stu-
dents and teachers. But as a
Muslim, | did not lose my faith
in Islam. The Chinese students
| taught are my anak kasihi (be-
loved children)".

The school’s acting principal,
Tang Eng Hoe, expressed his
heartfelt gratitude to the federal
government for its ongoing com-
mitment to Chinese private sec-
ondary schools, as well as to the
state government.

Also present were Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, Edu-

Anwar joining the students in singing the J|t Sm Independent High School anthem in Mandarin.

cation Minister Fadhlina Sidek,
Human Resources Minister
and Bukit Mertajam MP Ste-
ven Sim, Housing and Local
Government Minister Nga Kor

Ming, Science, Technology and
Innovation Minister Chang Lih
Kang, Deputy Finance Minister
Lim Hui Ying, State Assembly
Speaker Datuk Seri Law Choo

Kiang, Bagan MP Lim Guan
Eng, several state executive
councillors, assemblymen
and representatives from vari-
ous organisations.

Mutiara LRT to

set new
benchmarks

* From p1

In  his address, Anwar
stressed the project’s ability
to set new benchmarks for in-
frastructure in Malaysia, while
unlocking opportunities for high-
value investments and fostering
new industries.

“The economic benefits will
extend not just to Penang but
also to the entire northern cor-
ridor,” he said.

Addressing concerns about
the Pesta site in Sungai Nibong,
which has been earmarked for
one of the LRT train depots,
Anwar acknowledged the site’s
deep sentimental value to Pen-
angites.

“The Pesta site has been
home to the Pesta Pulau Pinang
for over 50 years, and it holds
a special place in the hearts of
the people. | have discussed
this with Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, and we are aligned in
finding a solution,” Anwar said.

He revealed plans to preserve
part of the site, if possible, while
ensuring the LRT project pro-
ceeds smoothly.

“Chow has agreed to hold
further discussions with the
relevant parties to explore
modifications to the current
plan,” he added.

Also present during the
groundbreaking ceremony were
Human Resources Minister and
Bukit Mertajam MP Steven Sim
Chee Keong, Deputy Finance
Minister Lim Hui Ying, who is al-
so the Tanjong MP, Penang State
Secretary Datuk Zulkifli Long,
Deputy Chief Minister | Prof Da-

1. PROJECT DETAILS

Construction Begins 11 January 2025 ® Pesta site, Sungai
Nibong
Operations Commence December 2031
Joumey Time ® Silicon Island to Komtar
Tender Package B Package 1: Civil Main = estimated 45 minutes
Status Construction (Silicon ‘ @ Silicon Island to Penang
Island to Komtar) ~1 e Sentral = estimated 49
® Agreement signed on ; minutes
13 January 2025 - ®~ ® Komtar to Penang
between MRT Corp ' Sentral (via Macallum
& SRS Consortium i - interchange)
B Package 2: Civil Main G‘ < ~ =estimated 8 minutes
Construction (Macallum e or 13 minutes (peak/
to Penang Sentral) non-peak period)

ongoing

No of Stations

® Tender preparation is

® Tender calling is expected
to be in July 2025

B Package 3: Systems
Tumkey Contract

® Tender process ongoing

® Tender regjstration
opened on 12 Dec 2024

® Tender submission o -
closing date on 14 arh»
Apr 2025

Interchange
Stations

i. ‘l

No. of Train Depots

Total: 2
® Silicon Island

® Macallum to Komtar
= estimated 1 minute

® Macallum to Penang
Sentral = estimated
7 minutes

Total: 3

® Komtar (interchange
with future metro lines)

® Macallum (interchange
between Penang
Sentral and Komtar)

® Penang Sentral
(connecting with KTM

® 21 elevated stations

(including 1 provisional
station at Silicon Island)

Alignment Length
=29.5km

® Silicon Island to Komtar =

® Total viaduct length

Park N Ride

Facilities

23.7km (single direction)

® Silicon Island to Penang
28.4km

Sentral =

(single direction)

® Macallum to Penang
Sentral =5.78km

Opening Hours

(marine viaduct section

Image is for
illustration °
purpose only.

3.06km)

Train Frequency

Macallum to Komtar
= 0.46km

/d Y )\ oo

Train operation

—

tuk Dr Mohamad Abdul Hamid,
Deputy Chief Minister Il Jagdeep
Singh Deo, Penang Legislative
Assembly Speaker Datuk Seri

Law Choo Kiang, former Penang

Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng,
who is also the Bagan MP and
Air Putih assemblyman, MRT

3. OPERATIONS

Passenger capacity

Komuter & ETS,
interchange with future
metro lines)

® Over 1,000 car parking
bays

® Over 1,000 motorcycle
parking bays

6am — 12 midnight
405 passengers per train car

Estimated 4-minute
intervals in initial years

Driverless electric train

GOA3 (Grade of
Automation 3)

Corp chairman Tan Sri Bashir
Ahmad Abdul Majid and MRT
Corp chief executive officer Da-
tuk Mohd Zarif Hashim.
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ATENTS play a vital
role in safeguarding in-

novation and fostering
economic growth, says state
Tourism and Creative Econ-
omy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai.

Speaking at the opening of
the Malaysia Inventor and Inno-
vator Convention (MylIC) 2024
at Universiti Sains Malaysia,
Wong highlighted the impor-
tance of patents under the Pat-
ents Act 1983 which grants in-
ventors exclusive ownership of
their creations.

“The Penang government is
committed to nurturing innova-
tion and creativity to sustain the
state as a thriving hub of prog-
ress and prosperity. Malaysia’s
robust intellectual property (IP)
laws are key to protecting inven-
tors and driving economic devel-
opment,” he said.

Wong added with the rapid
advancement of digital technol-
ogies, defining novelty — en-
suring an invention is genuinely
new — has become increas-
ingly challenging.

To address this, Malaysia is
strengthening international col-
laboration through frameworks
like the Patent Cooperation
Treaty (PCT), which streamlines
cross-border patent filings.

“Determining an invention’s
inventive step is another key
aspect of Malaysia’s patent pro-
cess,” Wong said.

He pointed out that artificial

o

MINDS Luminary Award recipients Choo (fourth from right) and Major Munusamy (th|rd from left - representmg winner Ravigadevi), MINDS
Meritorious Award recipients Teng (second from left), Arumugam (third from right), Bao (second from right) and Suliadi Firdaus (right) in a group
photo with Wong (wearing red tie), Cheah (left), MylIC judging panel chief judge Dr Leo Ann Mean (fourth from left) and Ong (sixth from left).

intelligence (Al) is reshaping the
innovation landscape, posing
unique challenges to traditional
patent laws. “Malaysia must
rethink its frameworks to ac-
commodate Algenerated inven-
tions, including redefining what it
means to be an inventor.”

Investments in Al tools for
patent examiners are essential,
particularly in fastevolving sec-
tors like healthcare, fintech, and
green technologies, he added.

Globally, debates about rec-
ognising Al as an inventor are
intensifying. While jurisdictions
such as the United States and
the European Union have ruled
against granting patents to Al-
generated inventions, countries
like South Africa and Australia
are exploring the legal standing
of such innovations.

“Malaysia is actively monitor-
ing these developments to en-
sure our laws remain relevant

and aligned with global best
practices,” Wong added.

He also stressed the impor-
tance of navigating the intersec-
tion of data privacy and IP laws in
an increasingly data-driven world.

Commending the efforts of
MylIC 2024 under the leadership
of organising chairman Cheah
Bok Eng and his team, Wong
described the event as an excep-
tional platform for exchanging
ideas, fostering collaborations,
and inspiring the next generation
of innovators.

The inaugural Malaysia In-
ventor and Innovator Conven-
tion (MylIC) 2024 drew ap-
proximately 500 participants
nationwide and had a lineup of
distinguished speakers recog-
nised for their expertise in fast-
growing industries such as arti-
ficial intelligence, semiconduc-
tors, medical advancements,
and modern agriculture.

Academician Tan Sri Emeritus
Prof Dr Augustine S.H. Ong, pres-
ident of the Malaysian Invention
& Design Society (MINDS), re-
flected on the growth of the in-
novation landscape since the in-
augural MINDS exhibition (MIN-
DEX) in 1989, which featured
50 inventions.

“Over the past 35 years, this
number has grown tremendous-
ly, reaching over 1,000 exhibits
from more than 20 countries,”
Ong said.

Meanwhile, Cheah said one
of his most rewarding accom-
plishments was to make this
industry-tier convention ac-
cessible to undergraduates
and young professionals.

“We're thrilled to see that
over 350 undergraduates
from seven higher education
institutions nationwide partic-
ipated in the event, with one
institution even rescheduling

year-end exams to enable stu-
dents’ attendance.

“When these students
evolve into inventors and
innovators, the challenges
we faced in organising this
conference will have been
worthwhile,” said Cheah, a
prolific Malaysian inventor
with over 200 patents grant-
ed worldwide.

To recognise exceptional
contributions to innovation,
MylIC presented awards to
six outstanding individuals
across two categories.

The MINDS Luminary
Awards were bestowed upon
Datuk Dr Choo Yuen May and
Dr Ravigadevi Sambathan-
murthi while the MINDS Meri-
torious Awards were present-
ed to Assoc. Prof Dr Suliadi
Firdaus Sufahani, Dr Arumu-
gam Gunasegaran, Teng Yu-
Mein and Bao Kiew Wu.

THE Penang government re-
affirmed its commitment to
safeguarding the welfare
of people with disabilities
(OKUs) in the state.

Speaking at the closing cer-
emony for the International
Day of Persons with Disabili-
ties celebration at the MUS
Penang building recently, state
Social Development, Welfare
and Non-Islamic Religious Af-
fairs Committee chairman
Lim Siew Khim emphasised
the state government’s dedi-
cation to supporting the OKU
community through various
initiatives aimed at improving
their quality of life.

“The state government is com-
mitted to ensuring the welfare of
persons with disabilities (OKUs)
is well taken care of. Several ini-
tiatives have been introduced to
support them,” she said.

One key programme high-
lighted was the i-Sejahtera pro-
gramme, which provides an an-
nual one-time cash assistance

Commitment to supporting persons with disabilities

of RM200 to all registered
OKUs residing in Penang.

“This initiative, implemented
in collaboration with the Pen-
ang Social Welfare Department
(JKM), reflects the state’s ef-
forts to address the immediate
needs of OKUs.

“Additionally, the state
also offers a one-off funeral
assistance of RM1,000 to
the next-of-kin of deceased
OKUs, ensuring that families
are supported during chal-
lenging times.

“These measures demon-
strate that the welfare and
interests of OKUs remain our
top priority,” Lim said.

This year's celebration
adopted the theme “Am-
plifying the Leadership of
Persons with Disabilities
for an Inclusive and Sus-
tainable Future”.

Lim highlighted the sig-

nificance of the theme, not-
ing its focus on empowering
OKUs and fostering a more
inclusive society.

“The state Welfare Depart-
ment (JKM), through its Persons
with Disabilities department,
actively promotes
capacity-building
activities that en- *
hance the person- |
al development
of OKUs.

“These pro-
grammes

also encourage community en-
gagement and foster a more
empathetic and responsible
society committed to support-
ing rehabilitation and growth for
OKUs,” said Lim.

She also emphasised that

while OKUs may face physical
or mental challenges, their re-
silience in navigating daily life
is an inspiration to others.

However, she stressed the
need for accessible facilities
and adequate support systems
to ensure their safety, comfort,
and independence.

“OKUs are not weak individu-
als despite their disabilities.
Their strength in overcoming
daily challenges often inspires
those without disabilities.

“Nonetheless, they still re-
quire facilities and assistance
to live peacefully, securely, and
comfortably,” she concluded.

Also present were Penang
JKM director Zakaria Taib, Pen-
ang Education Department se-
nior assistant director (special
education sector) Ahmad Ka-
mal Abdul Ghani and Penang
Cheshire Home chairman An-
drew Koi Say Loke.
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OLLOWING the success
Fof the Kampung Manis

redevelopment  project,
Penang is embarking on an-
other transformative initiative
in Ujong Batu.

State Housing and Environ-
ment Committee  chairman
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu
announced that 268 residents
would receive a 750 sq ft unit,
valued up to RM100,000, free
of charge in exchange for their
current homes.

The redevelopment project
will be executed in two phases.

“The proposed site for the
Ujong Batu redevelopment proj-
ect is situated near the Kam-
pung Manis and Kampung Main
Road redevelopment area,”
Sundarajoo said during an en-
gagement session with Ujong
Batu Lot 20087 residents at De-
wan Datuk Haji Ahmad Badawi
in Butterworth recently.

“Phase 1 of the redevelop-
ment will focus on constructing
300 replacement units, along-
side 500 affordable homes
type B2 (RMMB2), community
facilities, shop units, commer-
cial spaces and car parks.

“Phase 2 will include a mixed
development featuring afford-

Great news for Ujon
Batu house owners

able homes type C3 (RMC3),
commercial spaces, community
facilities and car parks.”

At the engagement session,
30 residents symbolically re-
ceived the Letter of Intent (Lol)
from the state government.

The issue of 340 squatters
on 15.23 acres of state land in
Kampung Ujong Batu has been
a long-standing challenge.

A census conducted by the
Penang State Housing Board
(LPNPP) last Nov 24 identified
268 residential structures eligi-
ble for replacement units under
the project.

Sundarajoo, who is also the
Perai assemblyman, said the re-
development site is strategically
located in Perai town, adjacent
to Jalan Bagan Dalam, Jalan As-
sumption and the Butterworth
Outer Ring Road (BORR).

“I am sure this redevelop-
ment will not only provide or-
ganised and efficient housing

SESI LIBAT U
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Sundarajoo (third from left) presenting the offer letter to one of the recipients while Fakhurrazi
(second from left), Lim (fifth from left), Kumaran (second from right) and Chee (right) look on.

but also create economic op-
portunities through commercial
spaces, generate income and
improve traffic flow.

“The state government is
committed to prioritising the resi-
dents’ welfare and quality of life.

“l also want to emphasise
that it is my goal to ensure ev-
ery Penangite and family in Pen-
ang has access to basic neces-

sities, especially a comfortable
home to live in. My main focus
is on the B40 and M40 groups,”
Sundarajoo added.

Also present were Bagan MP
Lim Guan Eng, Bagan Dalam as-
semblyman K. Kumaran, LPNPP
chief business officer Fakhurrazi
Ibnu Omar and other guests.

Last Nov 11, a historic mo-
ment unfolded for Kampung Ma-

nis residents, as a significant
milestone was achieved with
the signing of a Memorandum
of Agreement (MOA) for the re-
development project.

In total, 177 households in
Kampung Manis will receive
an 850sq ft unit, valued at
about RM400,000, free of
charge in exchange for their
current homes.

ESG path to resilience

THE semiconductor industry,
arguably Malaysia’'s “golden
goose”, remains a cornerstone
of the nation’s economic growth
and global competitiveness.

The year 2024 was particu-
larly remarkable, marked by
achievements that underscore
the sector’s expanding strength
and strategic importance.

A key highlight of 2024 was
the launch of the National
Semiconductor Strategy (NSS)
in May by Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Anwar lbrahim.

The NSS sets a robust foun-
dation for the industry’s future,
aiming to position Malaysia as a
global leader in this vital sector.

Malaysia  Semiconductor
Industry Association (MSIA)
president Datuk Seri Wong
Siew Hai highlighted the in-
dustry’s impressive perfor-
mance last year, describing
the numbers as a testament
to its resilience and growth.

“Investment approvals for
the electrical and electronics
(E&E) sector in the first half of
2024 soared to RM36.9 billion,
nearly tripling the RM13 billion
recorded during the same pe-
riod in 2023,” Siew Hai said
in his speech at the 2nd Sus-

tainability and ESG Conference
2024 at Setia SPICE Conven-
tion Centre.

He also mentioned Malay-
sia’s export achievements.

“From January to October
2024, E&E exports reached
RM491 billion, accounting for
40% of the nation’s total ex-
ports and showing a 1.5% in-
crease compared to the same
period in 2023, thus reaffirming
the industry’s vital role in the
economy,” he said.

The conference, themed “Cir-
cular Economy Towards Sus-
tainable Development”, placed
a strong emphasis on sustain-
ability and the adoption of En-
vironmental, Social, and Gover-
nance (ESG) practices.

Siew Hai underscored the
growing necessity of these prac-
tices, stating that they are no
longer optional in addressing
global challenges and ensuring
responsible industry growth.

“By integrating energy-effi-
cient designs, reducing waste,
and maintaining ethical supply
chains, semiconductor compa-
nies can better meet the ris-
ing expectations of customers,
regulators, and investors.

“Focusing on sustainability

Hon Wai (centre) together with Siew Hai (fourth from right) and Mohamad Norjayadi (third from left)
planting mini trees during the opening of the conference, as (from left) Chun Wei, Kian Kok, Lee, Tan

and P’ng look on.

fosters a responsible supply
chain, reduces reliance on criti-
cal resources, and aligns with
global goals. Prioritising ESG
strengthens long-term competi-
tiveness and resilience in an ev-
erchanging global landscape,”
Siew Hai said.

Penang Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy (Petace) Com-
mittee chairman Wong Hon
Wai also spoke at the event,
sharing Penang’s commitment
to sustainability under its Pen-
ang2030 vision.

“Our focus is not just on fos-
tering social and economic de-

velopment but ensuring these
efforts are sustainable, envi-
ronmentally conscious, and re-
silient to challenges like climate
change,” he said.

Hon Wai highlighted the
Penang Green Agenda 2030,
launched in 2021, as a road-
map for building a sustainable
and future-proof community.

“Through the Penang Green
Agenda, we address critical
environmental challenges and
develop strategies that safe-
guard our resources while pro-
moting sustainable growth,” he
added, reaffirming the state’s

dedication to integrating envi-
ronmental consciousness into
its broader development goals.

Also present were MSIA sus-
tainability committee chairman
Datuk P'ng Soo Hong; Malaysia
Productivity Corporation deputy
director general Dr Mohamad
Norjayadi Tamam; Lam Manu-
facturing Malaysia and Lam
Research managing director
Lee Eng Keat; Solarvest project
director and general manager
Chew Chun Wei; Jabil Penang
managing director Tan Siew Jin;
and Masverse chief executive
officer Chew Kian Kok.
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HE adage “out of adver-
Tsity comes opportunity”

was true for the Food
Safety and Quality Division of
the Penang State Health De-
partment during the Covid-19
pandemic.

Faced with restrictions that
brought their food safety pro-
motion  activities, especially
in schools, to a halt, the team
seized the chance to innovate.

According to Deputy State
Health director (Food Safety and
Quality) Rafeah Sibil, the lock-
down provided the impetus for
her team to create an engaging
educational tool to teach food
safety to all age groups, with a
particular focus on school stu-
dents.

Calling themselves the Fun-
tastic Group, the team brain-
stormed and developed a
unique card game, aptly named
Germ Buster Edu-Card Games:
Germ Attack!

“This educational card game
covers key food safety topics, in-
cluding bacteria responsible for
food poisoning, its symptoms,
preventive measures and con-
trol strategies for managing food
poisoning incidents,” Rafeah
told Buletin Mutiara in a recent
interview.

Designed to be both a self
learning tool and a teaching aid,
the card game embodies the
group’s motto: "We Make Food
Safety Learning More FUN!”
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Rafeah acknowledged the hur-
dles faced while developing and
implementing the Germ Buster
Edu-Card Games: Germ Attack!

Evaluating the effective-
ness of this innovation posed a
unique challenge.

“For example, if we create
an automatic cooking machine,
its efficiency can be directly as-
sessed by how well it operates.

“But for our innovation, its
success isn't just measured by
the completion of the card game
but also by how effectively stu-
dents understand the food safe-
ty messages conveyed, thus
raising awareness,” she said.

&
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Balancing
technical ac-
curacy  with
engaging !
gameplay was |
another  sig-
nificant  chal-
lenge.

“Our team

consisted en-
tirely of food
technology of-
ficers, which
limited our
design exper-
tise. To overcome this, the team
sought inspiration from existing
card games to enhance the de-
sign of their product,” Rafeah
said.

Currently available in Malay
and English, they plan to pro-
duce versions in Mandarin and
Tamil as well.

Rafeah also noted the diffi-

culty of assessing students’ un-
derstanding, which required ex-
tensive collaboration and school
feedback.

Last July, the Funtastic Group
tested their game at the Asian
Board Games Festival Malaysia,
in partnership with the George
Town Festival at 1st Avenue.

Buoyed by the positive re-
sponse, the team entered the
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Taking Germ Attack! giobal

Rafaeh (second from left), together with (from left) Khor, Nor
Izwan and Muhammad Syamil, showing off the prizes Funtastic
Group won at the Penang State Innovation Competition 2024.

Penang State Innovation Com-
petition 2024 in November.

Their innovative approach
won them the championship
in the Innovative and Creative
Group (KIK) category for Ser-
vice Delivery.

This  recognition earned
the group a cash prize of
RM5,000, a trophy and a cer-
tificate of appreciation.

Rafeah attributed this suc-
cess to the dedication of the
Funtastic Group members: Nor
lzwan Isa (team leader), Hamiza
Othman, Mahanum Mahmud,
Juliana Jaafar, Siti Anarita Moha-
mad, Khor Ruying, Muhammad
Syamil lzwan Halili, Syairani Edly-
ana Dzulkifli and Nur Alyaa Azhar.

THE Youngsters Basketball Club
Penang, which celebrated its
90th anniversary with a grand
ceremony at the Han Chiang
High School hall recently, came
in for some praise from Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

“Ninety years represent the
collective efforts and dedica-
tion of several generations.
This remarkable achievement
is the result of the unwavering
passion and commitment of
every member of this organ-
isation,” Chow said, reflecting
on the club’s rich legacy.

He praised the club’s mis-
sion of nurturing character
through sports, highlighting
the role of coaches, pioneers,
and volunteers in inspiring
generations and producing tal-
ented athletes.

“Sports is not only about
physical fitness but also about

CM celebrates youth development

instilling perseverance, resil-
ience and a proactive attitude.

“These values transcend the
sports arena, influencing every-
day life and driving personal and
societal progress,” he added.

Adding a special touch to the
celebration, Chow performed
a song during the event, help-
ing to raise RM100,000 for
the association.

His gesture not only ener-
gised the audience but also
underscored his commitment
to supporting community ini-
tiatives.

While celebrating  the
achievements of the Young-
sters Basketball Club, Chow
also took the opportunity to ad-
dress pressing health issues
affecting Malaysians.

Citing the 2023 National
Health and Morbidity Survey,
he expressed concern over the
growing prevalence of obesity
and being overweight, which
affects more than half of the
population.

Chow emphasised the need
for holistic health awareness,
urging Malaysians to adopt
a proactive approach to their
wellbeing by balancing fitness
enthusiasm with awareness of
potential risks during exercise.

He also encouraged the pub-
lic to understand their health
conditions to prevent avoidable
emergencies.

Looking ahead, Chow ex-
pressed confidence in the
club’s ability to adapt to chang-
ing times by offering enriched

resources and training environ-
ments for young athletes.

He invited the club and other
organisations to collaborate with
the Penang government in pro-
moting health awareness and
building healthier communities.

The event was attended
by several notable figures,
including Penang Social De-
velopment, Welfare and Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs Com-
mittee chairman Lim Siew Kh-
im, Pengkalan Kota assembly-
man Wong Yuee Harng, Young-
sters Basketball Club Penang
chairman Ng Wui Heong, Ma-
laysia Basketball Association
(MABA) president Datuk Seri
Lee Tian Hock, and Penang
Basketball Association chair-
man Datuk Ooi Khoon Yeong.

The group has also earned
other notable accolades, includ-
ing the UUM Gold Award at the
International Learning Innova-
tion Competition and the Cham-
pion Award (Creative Category)
at the 2024 Innovative and Cre-
ative Group Convention organ-
ised by the Penang State Health
Department in October.

Team leader Nor Izwan hopes
for Germ Buster EduCard
Games: Germ Attack! to be wide-
ly adopted, not just in Penang’s
schools but across Malaysia.

“This innovation has im-
mense potential to raise aware-
ness about food safety among
students and teachers nation-
wide. It can also help reduce
food poisoning incidents in
schools,” he said.

Looking ahead, the group
aims to showcase their innova-
tion on international platforms.

They plan to participate in the
Bangkok International Intellec-
tual Property, Invention, Innova-
tion and Technology Exposition
(IPITEx) in February 2025, held
in conjunction with Thailand In-
ventors’ Day.

“We also aspire for our in-
novation to reach international
stages through participation in
global competitions.

“We also appreciate the ef-
forts of the state Health De-
partment and the Penang State
Secretariat Office for inviting our
group to participate in the New
Horizon Innovative and Creative
Group project refinement work-
shops, which were instrumental
in strengthening our innovation
efforts,” Nor Izwan said.
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FEBRUARY 16 — 28, 2025

ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

}T) 04- 3137987
H) 012 - 248 5938

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

m 018 -388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2025

o

. Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas.

@Mﬁﬂﬂ:ﬂm

Tarikh peraduan: 1 Januari - 31 Mac 2025

2. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 Januari hingga 31 Mac 2025,
H by k. jeni h .
3. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna Nama:
&4, Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 {29.7 cm x 24 cm).
5. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan Kad Pengenalan;
&. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri
PR Alamat:
7. Karya perlu bertemakan 'Kepelbagaian Dirai Memacu Penang2030°,
Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.
8. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.
9. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah, No. Telefon : {Rumah]’

10. Hasll karya adalah hak milik penganjur.

. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 f 5705.

(Bimbit)

Emel:

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.09 BAGAN DALAM N.01 PENAGA '
YAB Chow Kon Yeow m 04-226 0218 YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin ST; 04 -313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 bagandalamn09@gmail.com F
N.13 BERAPIT $‘s°§ Fllw ik é;hTUNlc';GAL M
N.37 BATU MAUNG . ukhor azali
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid m 04 - 626 1442 Mol B0 oo SB LI
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 1442 Lerapireaappg.org - %04 PEI(!jAgALAth"BE]RANGAN -
Mo obri Salle T
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo T) 04 - 226 2464 J Lo L Lo OIS 22 ol 2
jogdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my H 04-2618715 kllee78@gmail.com H 04- 5511442 $'B°,€\3ﬂ2§ﬁ!§é’ é\ouzi Yusoff M
N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
N.15 PADANG LALANG YB Gooi Hsico-Leung ST% 04 - 507 5001 N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
Y%go';;inZi@Segnan ovm (T) 012 - 500 1571 gooihsiaocleung@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang M
o] 1Z1. o] Q.gov.my
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
N.16 PERAI YB Goh Choon Aik EB 81 = 28% 52)?!3% N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YI;%éDkng’ Ser Sundarajoo A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600 5 VBTN M
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com N.23 AIR PUTIH
i &lantng mos-sosa | [NIPEMATANGEASK L :
N.19 JAWI dapairputih@gmail.com Y )
YB H’'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
s q N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
nl2dunjawi@gmail.com H Ohm Sl YEleeBoonHeng (T) 011 -2773 6684 | | YB Zulkefii Bakar m
leeboonnengz4@gmail.com
N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH : N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol m 04 - 593 2408 N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail M
n21sgachehpk@gmail.com F Y.B Woo Sze Ze@ng ] (H) 016 - 417 2548
j gmail.
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA oshuawoosz@gmai.com N.39 PULAU BETONG ,
YB Zairil Khir Johari m 04 - 818 3866 N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org F) 04 - 262 5952 YB Wcl><n Y%e;—:- H@%mg E’T:% 04 - 299 2574
RENGRAIINKOTAE AORRGY.OG. N.40 TELOK BAHANG
N.30 SUNGAI PINANG > -
YB Lim Siew Khim [194- 657 6630 N.28 KOMTAR LB ecie i m
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my. F) 04 - 658 6630 YE Teh Lai Heng ) 016 - 270 6808
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG komtar@dappg.or EF; 04 - 227 7068 NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
YB Wong Hon Wai ) m 04 - 826 1898 N.31 BATU LANCANG PENANG CARE SOCIETY giocggne 1 618
wonghonwail973@gmai.com F YB Ong Ah Teong ST; 04 - 280 4411 )04-
N.35 PANTAl JEREJAK ongahteong@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 280 4422
- Jd DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Fahmi Zainol m 04 - 293 7545 N.32 SERI DELIMA dappenang@dapmalaysia.org EF{ 04-228 8514
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 293 7546 YB Tan Hooi Peng T) 04 - 659 5611
N.02 BERTAM n32seridelima@gmail.com EF{ PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115
I/‘Belﬁgg%k Seri Reezal Merican Naina m N.33 AIR ITAM .
impisattidmaigamaiicom Bl e I
| _
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Phee Syn Tze YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

ELIELN

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500

Ketiga: RM300

12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke:
Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2025,

Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2025
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
METE 05 - 289 7959 Kewarganegaraan
A Rahi 012 - 579 9600 . .
Zman kanim 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
& Seberang Perai Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Selatan Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Bernard Cheen Goon 012 - 402 0923 .
ool (Pegawai Pembantu)
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai K. Pejabat BallljagllanP. 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Utara cwargancgaraan rulau finang,
Tingkat 44, KOMTAR
Dato’ Omar Haji Abdul 019 - 577 0800 4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 04 - 650 5105 012 -412 2375
hiamid (Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah
Datuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 5. N. Vasanthakumari Komtar 04 - 650 5105
ATee (Pembantu Tadbir)
Heng Yeh Shivan 016 -261 2460 Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Lim Eng Nam 016- 411 4400 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2025 B T )
! 1
1
Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071 Nama Telefon ] E D ITO R I A I- !
Charmar i :
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors : :
Lim Chee Chien 012- 521 9894 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017-3433995 | Christopher Tan (English) :
! Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) !
Beniji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227 : G. Revatic (Tamil) 1
1
. q ~ ! 1
Mohamad Aisamuddin g ase s Chan Soon Aun 012-4850728 | !  witers: :
’" ! M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee, ]
Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012- 464 6277 1 Muhamad Riadz Akmal and Kevin Vimal (English) 1
Mﬁhorgod Suzuki 011-1119 4419 Rahman ! Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin, :
Ahma X . .
David Chen Wooi Teong 012 - 492 1114 : Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese) |
] J. Patmavathy (Tamil) 1
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 415 5494 Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 ! !
Abdullah 1 Photographers : 1
- ] Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian, |
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 ricl Mohamed Yusoft Bl = 2ls el ! Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud, |
! Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis, :
Hari Krishnan o/l Ramakrishnan | 010 - 505 5571 : Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi, :
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 - _ Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar, :
Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088 ! Siti Nuratikah Rahmat and Siew Chia En !
! 1
1 ! . .
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 Lo Seng) e BN - At et : Graphic Designers : |
. 012 - 452 830 1 Idzham Ahmad ]
Lee Wei Seang 12-45 3 ] Nasrul Amir Yahaya !
1
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 - 4211196 %ozomod Khairani Abdul 019 - 594 4533 ; Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke: :
UKor I ‘ . :
— ] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA, '
Ponnudurai o/ 012 - 423 3578 Mohd Roshidi Roslan 019 - 555 6607 ! Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang !
1 1
V Anthony Srinvasagam ) ) . Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 !
i@ md KRl iisne Al Uz - sa20st ] Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com !
Predeeb Kumar a/ 016 - 498 5421 Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 - 388 7977 ettt *
Kalidass
Ooi Mei Mei 011-1443 8734
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 4417749 Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 5100075
Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926 Jcr’ 6
Yeoh Kim Kim 012 - 428 6438
Shahul Haomeed M.K.Mohamed | 017 -473 0194 — i :
Ishack =31 www.buletinmutiara.com
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200 Tan Soo Sian 012 - 475 2453
g buletinmutiara | ChowKonYeow
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108 .
Zulkifii Md. Yusop 016 - 4320789 chowkonyeow
Vickneson a/l Rajendran 016 - 489 6162
: B3 @chowkonyeow
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161 Visvenathan a/l Tangavello 019 - 488 1010

Zuraida Mohamad Arshad

019 -464 3674




“Music, when soft voices die,
vibrates in the memory”
Percy Bysshe Shelley

mStory and pix by K.H. Ong
=Pix courtesy of Paul Augustin

HIS poignant quote
Tspeaks volumes about
how singers and musi-
cians touch hearts and lives.

It is time to reflect, honour
and celebrate the legacy of
some of the Penang musicians
who left us towards the end of
last year, their melodies linger-
ing in our memories.

Some of these musicians are
household names in Malaysia.

Among the luminaries who
have gone to the “other side”
last year were pianist/vocalist
S. M. Idrus, vocalist Ray Rozells
and maestro Ooi Eow lJin.

Then a cloud of deafening si-
lence engulfed the music frater-
nity in Penang as it bid farewell
to four musicians in the last
week of November 2024.

Condolences and accolades
poured forth on normal news
and social media when people
learnt of the passing of Tan Sri
Ahmad Nawab on Nov 24, Lee
Chong Heen the following day,
Datuk Basir Ahmad on Nov 27
and Ralph Jeremiah on Nov 28
— all within a week.

Penang-born Ahmad Nawab
was a towering figure in Ma-
laysian music. Born on April
6, 1933 in a house in Transfer
Road, Ahmad was the first child
of Nawab Khan Rana Khan, a
musician who migrated to Mala-
ya with the Indian Army and his
wife, Juhara Bee Fakir Maidin.

In an interview conducted by
James Lochhead and Paul Au-
gustin for their book, “Just For
The Love Of It”, Ahmad said
his interest in the entertain-
ment and music world began
at an early age, particularly
by his captivation with cinema
and theatre.

He aspired to be a musician,
but his father was against it
as he knew how hard it was to
make a living playing music and
was adamant that his son would
not suffer similar hardship.

Heeding his father’'s advice,
Ahmad, after failing Standard
Five examinations, attempted
to enrol in a vocational school

in Batu Lanchang.

But fate had other ideas.

The school had only a fixed
quota of students and the per-
son lining up in front of him was
the last person to be accepted
into the school and Ahmad was
turned away.

This setback further fuelled
his ambition to pursue music
as a career, but he had a hard
time persuading his father and
so he turned to his mother. Ac-
cording to Ahmad, it was his
mother who finally managed to
persuade his father to let him
follow his passion.

Ahmad’s father insisted that
if he were to be a musician, he
had to be the best and pushed
Ahmad into reading music and
learning theory (something that
he, the father, had never had
any formal training in).

Ahmad always acknowledged
that one huge motivation driving
him to his achievements was
his desire to make his father
proud and to show the world
that his father and his fam-
ily — considered outsiders and
without formal musical train-
ing — had produced someone
worthwhile.

Over a career spanning
more than six decades, Ah-
mad composed more than
2,000 songs, with almost 70
singers from all over the region
recording his works.

Many of his songs have be-
come standards.

Besides his first song “Bin-
tang Malam” which was recorded
by Zaharah Agus, Uji Rashid and
Saloma, other notable songs in-
clude “Kau Kunci Cintaku Dalam
Hatimu” (made famous by Ram-
lah Ram), “Setulus Hati Mu”,
“Sabar Menanti”, “Tiada Maaf
Bagi Mu”, “Antara Matamu dan
Mataku” and “Wajah Kesayan-
gan Hamba”.

Ahmad regarded his commis-
sion by the Malaysian govern-
ment to compose a song promot-
ing tourism as his greatest and
proudest musical achievement.

That song, “Malaysia Truly
Asia”, allowed him to fulfil his
promise to his parents — to
create a song that would reso-

Ahmad Nawab; Ieft an mdellble mark 3
on the country S mu5|c industry.

nate across the globe.

In recognition of his achieve-
ments, Ahmad was conferred
the title Datuk. He was awarded
the Pingat Darjah Setia Pang-
kuan Negeri by the Governor of
Penang in 1996 and the Pingat
Panglima Jasa Negara by the
Yang di-Pertuan Agong in 2004.

As a Seniman Negara, he
expressed a sense of disap-
pointment, noting that de-
spite his vast experience and
contributions, no one had ap-
proached him or shown inter-

o

est in tapping into the wealth
of knowledge he had to offer.
The passing of the afore-
mentioned musical greats and
others has left a profound gap
in Penang’s musical heritage.

However, their timeless
contributions ensure that
their music and influence will
continue to resonate, enrich-
ing Penang’s cultural tradition
for generations to come.

“Music, once admitted to the
soul, becomes a sort of spirit,

and never dies”

- Edward

Bulwer-Lytton

Penang mulls economic dlverS|f|cat|on

PENANG needs to diversify its
economy while leveraging on
its robust manufacturing sec-
tor, says Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow.

Chow said this during a cour-
tesy visit by Rafael Daerr, the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) ambassador
and head of the EU delegation to
Malaysia, at his office in Komtar
recently.

“The synergetic spillover ef-
fect from the manufacturing in-
dustry to related sectors, such
as the digital economy, services
and financial sectors, will bring
significant benefits and propel
Penang forward,” he said.

Chow said the state govern-
ment is exploring the feasibility
of establishing a Special Eco-
nomic Zone in Penang, similar
to Johor.

“We are also working on get-
ting the federal government’'s
help to move beyond a manu-
facturing state and becoming a
financial centre.

“Although this is just an idea,
we believe there is a need to di-
versify our economy,” Chow said.

visit.

Chow also hoped the fed-
eral government's green energy
agenda will be expedited.

“The industries here are
hoping for a faster transition
than the 2050 deadline, as
they are eager to adopt more
green energy solutions to
meet the compliance require-
ments of their home countries.

“Penang has little resources
and control over green energy
production, and we remain a
consumer of such energy,”
Chow said.

Chow thanked the EU for its
business initiatives in Penang,
which would help boost trade
and economic cooperation.

Daerr and Chow in
deep discussion
during the courtesy

Meanwhile, Daerr said the
EU-Malaysia Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (Eurocham
Malaysia) would like to organ-
ise a business day event with
the participants from its mem-
ber states.

“Additionally, there will be a
meeting between all the EU am-
bassadors from various coun-
tries with the Chief Minister,
aimed at strengthening diplomat-
ic and economic ties,” he added.

Daerr also added that Penang
and the EU have strong histori-
cal, cultural, and economic ties.

Also present was the EU
deputy head of mission Timo
Gossmann.



TOTAL of 250 workers
Afrom the Penang Island

City Council (MBPP) un-
der the 3D (dirty, dangerous,
and difficult) section recently
received essential items and
monetary assistance to help
ease their burden.

The initiative, organised by
One Hope Charity and Welfare
(One Hope Charity), was part
of the association’s 22nd an-
niversary celebration.

The handover ceremony
took place at Komtar, where
One Hope Charity founder and
chairman Datuk Chua Sui Hau
highlighted the organisation’s
commitment to supporting
Penang’s unsung heroes.

“Each MBPP 3D worker re-
ceived essential items valued
at RM100 and a cash packet
of RM200.
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“With this cash assistance,
they can pay utility bills or pur-
chase other necessities such
as rice, sugar and flour,” Chua
said in his speech.

He also praised the dedica-
tion of the MBPP workers.

“As we all know, MBPP
staff work tirelessly to main-
tain the city’s cleanliness
and organisation, particu-
larly those who handle the
challenging 3D tasks.

“Your efforts, dedication,
and contributions are invalu-
able to the community. Thank
you for your hard work,” he
said.

Also present was MBPP
mayor Datuk A. Rajendran and

MBPP councillors Benji Ang
Ming Quan and Koay Gaik Kee.
Rajendran commended One

Eng Wah (seated, fourth from left), Zairil and other guests present in a group photo with the educators.

PRIVATE educators play a piv-
otal role in supplementing the
national education system, says
state Transport and Infrastruc-
ture Committee chairman Zairil
Khir Johari.

Speaking at the Malaysia
Education Sustainability Awards
2024 recently, Zairil underscored
the importance of the educare
industry, especially in today’s ur-
ban environment, where it com-
bines education, care and char-
acter building for children.

“Having a place to send young
Kids, where they receive educa
tion, care and character building
is truly important,” Zairil said.

He also emphasised the in-
strumental roles of public and
private education in shaping the
country’s future.

At the ceremony, 27 educa
tional institutions were awarded
the “Educational Sustainability
Award”, while 97 educators and
staff were honoured with the
“Educator Excellence Sustain-
ability Award” and “Evergreen
Service Award” respectively.

Zairil praised the recipients
for their achievements and
contributions.

“Your achievements are a
huge inspiration to all of us. Your
commitment to excellence dem-
onstrates what is possible when
passion meets purpose.

“l have always believed that
passion is the most important el-
ement in education. Anyone can
teach, but what truly makes the
difference is the quality of the
teachers and the passion they
bring to their work.

“This passion is what
shapes educational outcomes.
Many studies have shown that
the most significant factor af-
fecting a student’s success is
the teacher.

“You do not have to be the
smartest teacher, but if you are
passionate and genuinely care
for your students, it will positively
influence their growth and devel-
opment,” he added.

The event was co-organised
by the Persatuan Majikan Pusat
Pendidikan Malaysia (PMPPM)

role of private educators

and the Persatuan Pengusaha
Institusi Pendidikan Pulau Pinang
(PPIPP), with support from the
Education Ministry's Private Edu-
cation Division.

PMPPM president Dr Lee Eng
Wah, stressed the importance
of registered educational institu-
tions and childcare centres.

Lee said registration is not
just a legal requirement, but also
ensures quality, safety and ac-
countability.

“By operating under a regu-
lated framework, we can safe-
guard parents' rights and pro-
vide the best environment for
the growth of children," Eng
Wah added.

PPIPP chairman Dr Lee Beng
Suat urged all private educa
tional institutions to obtain valid
permits from the state Education
Department and the Social Wel-
fare Department (JKM).

“This certification helps im-
prove education standards and
shows our commitment to qual-
ity and trust for students and par-
ents,” Beng Suat said.
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Hope Charity for its ongoing ef-
forts to support the welfare of
MBPP staff.

“This is not the first time we
have witnessed such gener-
osity from One Hope Charity.
Over the years, the associa-
tion has consistently stepped

N UAREN 1
ﬂRajendran (fourthig
“from!left)jand! Chua
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forward to assist MBPP staff
in various ways.

“On behalf of the city coun-
cil, | deeply appreciate their
contributions and hope they
will continue this noble initia-
tive in the years to come,” Ra-
jendran said.

Chefs Association marks 37
years of culinary excellence

THE Penang Chefs Association
recently celebrated its 37th an-
niversary with a grand event,
marking yet another milestone in
its journey of culinary excellence
and community building.

The event was graced by
Penang Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai, who praised
the association for its contribu-
tions to the state’s renowned
culinary scene.

In his speech, Wong ex
pressed his heartfelt apprecia-
tion for the chefs and industry
professionals whose dedication
has elevated Penang’s gastrono-
my to international acclaim.

“Your passion and hard work
inspire us all and make Penang
a truly extraordinary place.

“Tonight, we not only cel
ebrate your achievements but
also the vibrant and evolving
culinary landscape of Penang,
which offers something for ev-
eryone,” he said.

Wong highlighted Penang'’s
diverse food culture, from iconic
street food to refined dining ex-
periences as a draw for both lo-
cals and international visitors.

He also proudly shared that
Lonely Planet recently named
Penang the second-best destina-
tion for solo travellers in South-
east Asia, lauding its street food
scene, rich local culture, and the

heritage charm of George Town.

“These accolades reflect the
tireless efforts of our chefs and
culinary visionaries who continue
to put Penang on the global food
map,” he added.

Wong also touched on the
exciting prospects for Penang’s
hospitality and culinary sectors,
emphasising the development of
new hotels and the anticipated
opening of the Penang Water-
front Convention Centre (PWCC).

“These establishments will
not only enhance our hospitality
sector but also create platforms
for our chefs to shine, further
elevating Penang’s culinary and
tourism appeal,” he noted.

Penang Chefs Association
chairman Audee Cheah Phee
Lee reflected on the associa-
tion’s humble beginnings and
its remarkable growth over the
past 37 years.

“From a small gathering of like-
minded culinary enthusiasts, we
have grown in leaps and bounds
to become a formidable force in
the culinary world,” said Cheah.

The anniversary celebra-
tion was also attended by Ma-
laysian Association of Hotels
(MAH) national vice-chairman
Datuk Khoo Boo Lim, MAH
Penang chapter chairman
Datuk Tony Goh, and other
dignitaries and culinary en-
thusiasts.



Augustin honoured
by ASWARA

=Story by K.H. Ong

OURING his heart and
Psoul into documenting

and preserving Malay-
sia’s intangible cultural and
artistic heritage is no small
feat, but for Paul Augustin, it
is a labour of love he deeply
treasures.

Driven by passion rather than
the pursuit of fame or fortune,
Augustin received another pres-
tigious accolade — the Adiguru
ASWARA Award — conferred by
the National Academy of Arts,
Culture and Heritage (ASWARA)
in Kuala Lumpur recently.

This recognition celebrates
his outstanding contributions
to the archiving, digitisation,
and documentation of Malay-
sian music.

This accolade adds another
feather to the 65yearold Pen-
angite’s cap, complementing his
Gamechanger Award at the 17th
Boh Cameronian Arts Awards in
2020 and the 2024 Hai-O Arts
and Culture Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award earlier last year.

“It is indeed an honour to
know that the work | do is rec-

ognised and appreciated, es-
pecially by the academic world.
Receiving such a prestigious
award at the 19th Aswara Con-
vocation Ceremony serves to
underline the importance of
documenting and preserving
the nation’s intangible culture,
arts and music heritage,” Au-
gustin told Buletin Mutiara dur-
ing a recent interview.

“With the passage of time,
a huge part of Malaysian mu-
sic, arts and cultural heritage
if not preserved will be lost,
and, a lot of what will be writ-
ten in the future of this part of
Malaysia’s past, will be based
very much on just hearsay,
with not much substantiated
or justified facts.”

Reflecting on his journey, he
added: “Much of what I've done
over the past 20 years or I’'m do-
ing has never been mapped out
and planned. This incredible jour-
ney has not been easy with a lot
of twists and turns with one thing
leading to another. Documenting
and preserving our intangible cul-
tural and art heritage is actually
derived from my own passion for
history and music. | strongly be-

lieve that the intangible is what
makes a house a home. While
buildings and houses can be
destroyed and rebuilt, lives and
homes cannot.

“As in the words of my young
learned colleague, Jocelyn Mar-
cia Ng, by documenting and
preserving the intangible, we
give meaning and value to the
tangible.

“Such is the importance of
music and the arts that through
the many years and decades, it
has played a prominent role in
influencing fashion, hairstyles,
and dance, and has been used
prominently in advertising, pro-
motions and social activities.
Music and the arts are pow-
erful mediums for promoting
patriotism and also as motiva-
tional and propaganda tools. It
influences the way that people
walk, talk and even think.

“Much of what | do in the
documentation and preserva-
tion sense is because of the
importance of finding and
maintaining actual facts and
keeping memories and lega-
cies alive. With the recent
passing of many in the indus-

Two sons of Penang — Dr James Boyle, the Dean of the Music
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Faculty in Aswara (left), congratulating Paul Augustin.

try — many of whom | had the
privilege to know and meet
personally, | somehow feel
a sense of responsibility to
make sure that the future gen-
eration remembers, recognis-
es and appreciates the con-
tributions of the older genera-
tion towards of our nation’s
music and arts heritage.”
Even as a schoolboy at St
Xavier's Institution, Augustin
demonstrated a deep interest
in music. Upon leaving school,
he dived into the music world
doing gigs as a soloist, duet,
trio and bassist in bands all
over Malaysia and even a cou-

ple of short stints in Canberra,
Australia in the mid-1980s. He
has also written and recorded
his compositions, and, pro-
duced three albums.

The Adiguru ASWARA Award
is undoubtedly a cherished
milestone for Augustin, who
remains committed to inspiring
future generations through mu-
sic, culture, and the arts.

“It refuels my ebbing
strength, rejuvenates me and
inspires me to continue — gives
me hope and strength. It makes
me think that what I’'m doing is
right even when all the chips
are down,” Augustin said.

TWELVE tourism attractions
in Penang, including Penang
Hill, have received recognition
from the Malaysia Tourism
Quality Assurance (MyTQA)
programme so far, for their
standards and quality of tour-
ism products.

Since its inception in 2014,
Penang has proudly seen 12
of its iconic tourism destina-
tions recognised under this
programme, further solidifying
its reputation as a vibrant and
diverse travel destination.

Besides Penang Hill, the oth-
er hotspots include Queensbay
Mall, Kampung Agong, Entopia,
Sunway Carnival Mall, Ghost
Museum, Magic World Muse-
um, Straits & Oriental Museum,
Taman Herbal Bertam, The Gold
Souq, The TOP Komtar, and The
Habitat Penang Hill.

The MyTQA programme is
divided into seven categories,
namely Culture & Heritage Tour-
ism, Nature, Adventure, and
Eco-Tourism, Man-Made Tour-
ism, Sports and Recreation

M
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Wong (seated, cent
Tourism, Shopping and Lifestyle
Tourism, Aqua and Marine Tour-
ism, Meetings, Incentives, Con-
ventions, and Exhibitions (MICE)
Tourism.

Since 2023, the programme
has introduced a classification
system with platinum, gold, and
silver tiers, further emphasising
quality differentiation.

During the MyTQA certificate
handover ceremony held at The

MyTQA aocolad for

re), nnuar (seated, left), posing in a group photo with the attendees during the eve.

TOP Ballroom in Komtar recent-
ly, state Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai encouraged
more tourism players in Penang
to participate.

“Through this programme,
we can elevate our tourism
industry, instil confidence
among stakeholders, and at-
tract more tourists to explore
the diverse offerings of Pen-

12 tourist hotspots

ang,” Wong said.

Tourism and Culture Ministry
(Motac) director Annuar Mo-
hamed said MyTQA is a volun-
tary programme, allowing par-
ticipants to renew their status
every three years.

This year, three existing at-
tractions — Kampung Agong,
Queensbay Mall, and The Habi-
tat Penang Hill — renewed their
participation, while four new

players joined the programme.
They are Gold Souq, St

Giles Wembley Hotel Ball-
room, Bertam Resort, and
De’8000 Mini Golf Café.
With its continued focus
on quality assurance and
recognition, the MyTQA pro-
gramme continues to en-
hance Penang’s tourism ap-
peal, ensuring visitors enjoy
unforgettable experiences.
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