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HIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
Chopes Putrajaya will prioritise
the state's proposed infrastruc-
ture projects for the benefit and con-
venience of Penangites.
Addressing thousands of civil ser-
vants at Dewan Sri Pinang recently,
Chow expressed his desire for contin-
ued federal support and funding for the
state's initiatives.
"This is a significant boost for the peo-
ple of Penang, particularly about several
infrastructure projects such as roads and
health clinics," Chow said during the civil
servants' assembly.
Highlighting the state's achievements
last year, Chow noted that Penang had
attracted RM31..38 billion in investments
from various sectors and was
set to generate 6,600 y _;"‘ ;
jobs in manufactur- i
ing and agriculture. éﬂ—

"The stat{a's rev- _ L
enue collection also has been
increased to about
RM810 million last
year, compared to &
about RM500 million '
the previous year. This shows
our financial standing

developmant
projects, prioritise
paopla’s welfare.

is getting better, and ::ﬂim
| hope this will im- roinganits
prove in the years to coming up.

come," he said.
According to

Chow, Penang is the ' =

il
third highest contribu- ’}‘j:)

tor to the Employees' Provident
Fund (EPF) in the country, with a contribu-
tion rate of 99.15%.

On the state's affordable housing,
Chow said Penang Development Corpo-
ration (PDC) had inked a deal with Sky
World Development Berhad to develop
37,300 affordable housing units in the
state, an agreement witnessed by Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.

approved to suppart
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Chow, with Jag_deep (left), Law (second from left), Dr Mohamad (fourth from left),

and Zulkifli (right) joining the civil servants in taking a 'Corruption Free Pledge'

during the event.

smooth execution of various develop-
ment projects, including the ex-

G fgl\?CE T e pansion of Penang International

f\ fﬁ:ﬂlﬂ?&;ﬁ:" Airport, the establl_shment of
RM500 million Batu Kawan Industrial Park 3,

M > construction of the Mutiara LRT

m
dwl A
Funnng3
99.15% EPF
contribution rate

imkes it third highest
contributor.

Additional-

ly, the state's

2025 Budget,

with a total allocation

of RM1.047 billion,

has been approved to support develop-

ment projects and prioritise the welfare
of the people.

"| believe this budget will ensure the

line and the Sungai Perak Raw
Water deal," Chow said.

On tourism, Chow emphasised
Penang's role as a key tourist destina-
tion, particularly as Malaysia assumes
the chairmanship of Asean this year.

Touching on the Penang2030 vision,
Chow expressed his commitment to fulfil
his duties effectively under the C4 Initia-
tive Strategy.

"A review of certain institutional frame-
works will be undertaken to boost staff
productivity and support sustainable de-

velopment," he said, thanking both the
civil service and private sectors for their
contributions to the state's success.

State Secretary Datuk Zulkifli Long al-
so expressed his gratitude to the state's
civil servants for their invaluable efforts.

"We have come across many challeng-
es along the way, but the perseverance
and dedication of our civil servants are
what matter most," he said.

The event was also attended by State
Speaker Datuk Seri Law Choo Kiang,
Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk Dr Moham-
ad Abdul Hamid, Deputy Chief Minister I
Jagdeep Singh Deo, state Infrastructure,
Transport and Digjtal Committee chair-
man Zairil Khir Johari and state Youth,
Sports and Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi.
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OST Penangites may
not have heard of Dr
M.P.L. Yegappan.

Yegappan, a beloved figure
from Bukit Mertajam, is cel-
ebrated in a compelling new bi-
ography titled “Heart of Service:
The Untold Story of Dr M.P.L.
Yegappan”.

Authored by Human Resourc-
es Minister and Bukit Mertajam
MP Steven Sim Chee Keong,
the 200-page English-language
book chronicles Yegappan's
tireless dedication to commu-
nity service and his lasting con-
tributions to Malaysia’s early
nation-building efforts.

The biography was officially
launched recently by Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow at the
Sungurambai Nagarathar Then-
dayuthapani Temple in Bukit
Mertajam.

Sim, who began writing the
book in November 2020, shared
the challenges he faced in piec-
ing together Yegappan’s story.

“Heart of Service sheds light
on a Penang politician during
the Merdeka era.

“Telling an ‘untold story’ of
a historical figure was no easy
task, as records such as state
assembly hansards, meeting
minutes and personal testimo-
nies were difficult to uncover.

“Yet, | am glad to finally hon-
our this extraordinary man who
did so much for Penang and
Malaysia,” Sim said during his
speech.

The book portrays Yegappan
not just as a town doctor but as
a leader who prioritised service
over selfinterest.

His efforts transcended po-
litical divisions, leaving an indel-
ible mark on his community and
the nation.

Chow emphasised that the
biography was not merely an ac-
count of one man'’s life but a re-
flection of timeless values that
remain relevant today.

“Dr Yegappan was more than
a doctor; he was a beacon of
unity and progress during Ma-
laya’s formative years.

“As the first elected chair-
man of the Bukit Mertajam Town
Council, he played a crucial role
in shaping a young township.

“His partnership with Pen-
ang’s first Chief Minister, Tan
Sri Wong Pow Nee, was a tes-
tament to his commitment to
building a better community,”
Chow said.

Chow highlighted Yegappan’s
choice to prioritise healing and

‘Heart of Service’
honours popular d

service over personal gain, call-
ing his story a reminder that
true leadership is measured
by the lives one uplifts and the
trust one builds.

“Through Heart of Service,
we are reminded that leadership
is not about titles or accolades
but the courage to act and the
grace to serve,” Chow added.

Sim’s narrative delves into
his patientcentred approach
as a doctor, his ability to bridge
divides, and his relentless dedi-
cation to fostering unity during
Malaya's pivotal years.

Chow concluded the launch
by urging readers to draw inspi-
ration from Yegappan's life, call-
ing his legacy a guiding light for
the future.

“To Steven Sim, thank you
for giving us this gift of remem-
brance. Your words ensure that
Dr Yegappan's spirit of service
will continue to inspire genera-
tions to come,” he said.

The event was attended by
notable figures, including state
Youth, Sports and Health Com-
mittee chairman Daniel Gooi Zi
Sen, state Local Government,

Sim (second from right) with Chow at the 'Heart of Service' book launch in Bukit Mertajam recently. With
them are Vengadasalam (right) and Shanmugan (left).

Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jason
H’'ng Mooi Lye, state Social De-
velopment, Welfare and Non-ls-

lamic Religious Affairs Commit-

tee chairman Lim Siew Khim,

Berapit assemblyman Heng Lee
Lee, Seri Delima assemblyman

Connie Tan Hooi Peng, and Dr
Yegappan’'s son Vengadasalam
Yegappan and grandson Dr
Yegappan Shanmugan.

AMONG the state government’s
agenda is transforming Penang
into a smart city.

To achieve this, Deputy Chief
Minister Il Jagdeep Singh Deo
said collaboration with innova-
tive companies is crucial.

In this respect, he conveyed
the state’s commitment to sup-
porting local web hosting giant
Exabytes in its plans to estab-
lish a tier-3 data centre in Pen-
ang. “Exabytes is not just any
company; it is Southeast Asia’s
leading provider of business,
cloud, digital and e-commerce
solutions.

“The company serves over
160,000 customers, ranging
from individuals and smallto-
medium enterprises (SMEs) to
public-listed companies and gov-
ernment agencies.

“The future lies in technology,
science, artificial intelligence
(Al), and digjtalisation, and Pen-
ang is committed to advancing
inthese areas,” Jagdeep added.

Jagdeep said, if realised, this
would mark the first tier-3 data
centre in Penang — a significant
milestone for the state’s techno-

Tier-3 data centre backing for Exabytes

Chan (left) briefing Jagdeep (second from right) on the company’s
operations.

logical advancement.

“A tier-3 data centre is a
strategic asset for businesses
seeking reliable, resilient and ef-
ficient data handling solutions.

“It offers an optimal balance
between performance, reliability

and cost, making it a preferred
choice for enterprises requiring
high availability,” Jagdeep said
during his recent visit to the
company in Bayan Baru.

Also present were Exabytes
chief executive officer Chan Kee

Siak and Exabytes senior vice-
president of finance Ken Tang.

However, Jagdeep acknowl-
edged the challenges associat-
ed with setting up such a facility.

“Developing a tierr-3 data
centre is no small feat, as it de-
mands substantial resources,
particularly electricity and water.

“Despite these challenges,
the Penang government is fully
prepared to extend all neces-
sary assistance to facilitate this
project.

“After all, Penang aims to
lead in technology and science,
and initiatives like this align per-
fectly with our vision,” he added.

Meanwhile, Chan expressed
his gratitude for the state gov-
ernment’s support.

“The proposed tier-3 data
centre will likely be established
in the Bayan Lepas Free Indus-
trial Zone (FIZ).

“Discussions are ongoing
with several parties, and further
details will be announced in due
course,” he said.
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IX new councillors are
Samong the 24-member

Seberang Perai City Coun-
cil (MBSP) full board for 2025.

Of the six, two, Lim Eng Nam
(PKR) and Zulkiply Ishak (Ama-
nah), have previously served as
councillors.

The new additions are Azman
Rahim, Yeoh Kim Kim, Moha-
mad Aisamuddin Mohamad Ka-
man, and Zulkifli Md Yusop, all
from PKR .

The councillors took their
oaths during a swearing-in cer-
emony before Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, Deputy Chief
Minister | Prof Datuk Dr Moha-
mad Abdul Hamid, State Local
Government, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jason H’ng Mooi Lye and MBSP
mayor Datuk Baderul Amin Abdul
Hamid at the MBSP headquar-
ters building in Bandar Perda,

Azman Rahim is already
addressing some issues in Telok
Ayer Tawar.

Bukit Mertajam.

For 2025, the MBSP coun-
cillor composition includes 10
members from DAP, nine from
PKR, two from Amanah, two
from Barisan Nasional (BN)
and one representative from
a non-governmental organisa-
tion (NGO).

The councillors’ term runs
from Jan 1 to Dec 31, 2025.

In his speech, Baderul con-
gratulated all 24 councillors
and urged them to work with
the city council to provide the
best service to the people of
Seberang Perai.

H'ng also extended his con-

Moham;d Aisamuddin aims to
leam from senior councillors.

gratulations and expressed
high expectations for the 2025
councillors.

“I hope the councillors will
work together and seize the op-
portunity to share ideas and
expertise to ensure excellent ad-
ministration for the local authori-
ties in Penang,” said H'ng.

For Zulkifli, addressing the is-
sue of illegal traders in Seberang
Jaya will be a key priority.

“I will be serving in Seberang
Jaya, and one of my main goals
is to assist illegal traders in ob-
taining proper licences.

“This includes helping them
secure suitable locations to con-
duct their businesses legally and

For Zulkifli, priority is addressing
the issue of illegal traders.

sustainably.

“At the same time, | aim to
engage the youth in the constitu-
ency by organising more youth-
centric programmes to foster
their development and involve-
ment,” he said.

Mohamad Aisamuddin ex-
pressed enthusiasm  about
learning from senior councillors
as he takes on his new role.

“I will be representing Sungai
Bakap, and my primary commit-
ment is to address local issues
that impact residents, particular-
ly those related to facilities and
infrastructure,” he said.

Meanwhile, Azman, who will
oversee the Telok Ayer Tawar

MBSP councillors for 20

Bernard Cheen Goon Hooi (DAP)

Derick Chong Wei Hoong (DAP)

Heng Yeh Shiuan (DAP)

Linggeswaran Charmar (DAP)

Jeff Ngoh Cheng Hai (DAP)

Victor Ng Wai Leong (DAP)

David Ng Yee Siang (DAP)

Ooi Yong Wooi (DAP)

Ponnudurai Anthony

Srinvasagam (DAP)

10. Rachel Teh Chuann Yien (DAP)

11. Zainuddin Mohamed (PKR)

12. Predeeb Kumar Kalidass (PKR)

13. Lim Chee Chien (PKR)

14. Nur Aishah Zainol (PKR)

15. Lim Eng Nam (PKR)

16. Azman Rahim (PKR)

17. Yeoh Kim Kim (PKR)

18. Mohamad Aisamuddin
Mohamad Kaman (PKR)

19. Zulkifli Md Yusop (PKR)

20. Mohd Suzuki Ahmad (Amanah)

21. Zulkiply Ishak (Amanah)

22. Datuk Mohd Noor Ahmad
(Umno)

23. Datuk Omar Abdul Hamid
(Umno)

24. Benson Neoh Kah Wei (NGO) y
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constituency, shared the chal-
lenges he has already begun ad-
dressing.

“Even though today marks my
first day as a sworn-in councillor,
| have already received several
reports from residents related
to illegal traders and flooding in
certain areas,” Azman added.

Chow (seated, fIﬂ:h from left), flanked by Jagdeep and Rajendran, posing W|th several state exco members (mostly seated), Cheong (seated Ieft)
and the newly-apppointed MBPP councillors for the year 2025.

ALL city councillors and public
servants have been urged to em-
brace a more progressive and
proactive approach to ensure
the realisation of all themes un-
der the Penang2030 vision.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said this during the Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP)
swearing-in ceremony for city
councillors at City Hall, Jalan
Padang Kota Lama, recently.

Chow congratulated the 24
councillors, comprising four new
appointees and 20 reappointed
members, who will serve a one-
year term from Jan 1 to Dec 31,
2025.

He expressed confidence in
the newly appointed councillors,
encouraging them to uphold MB-
PP’s tradition of excellence while
enhancing its services.

Vital role of city councillors

“As liaisons between the state
government and the people, |
hope all councillors understand
their roles and remain attuned
to current situations to ensure
productivity and the effective de-
livery of services. This aligns to
advance the Penang2030 vision
— a FamilyFocused Green and
Smart State that Inspires the
Nation,” Chow said.

In terms of party represen-
tation, 10 councillors are from
DAP, eight from PKR, four from
Amanah, one from Barisan Na-

sional (BN), and one from a
non-governmental organisation
(NGO).

The four new appointees are
Nurhidayah Che Rose (PKR), Lee

Wei Seang (DAP), T. Visvenathan
(DAP) and Shahrul Hameed MK
Mohamed Ishack (PKR).

Visvenathan is the only fresh
face as the other three had pre-
viously been councillors before.

The year 2025 marks the
beginning of the second half of
Chow’s final term as Chief Min-
ister and the transition into the
third phase of the Penang2030
Vision.

Jason H'ng Mooi Lye, the
state executive councillor for
Local Government and Town &
Country Planning, said although
MBPP had secured several
awards last year, there is still
room for improvement.

“Councillors have a crucial

role to fulfil and we expect them
to be dynamic,” he said.

MBPP mayor Datuk A. Rajen-
dran urged all the 24 councillors
to work as a team.

Also present at the ceremo-
ny were Deputy Chief Minister
| Datuk Dr Mohamad Abdul
Hamid, Deputy Chief Minister
Il Jagdeep Singh Deo, state
executive councillors Datuk
Seri Sundarajoo Somu, Lim
Siew Khim, Daniel Gooi and
Fahmi Zainol, state assembly-
men Teh Lai Heng, Wong Yuee
Harng and Lee Boon Heng,
MBPP secretary Cheong Chee
Heong, heads and represen-
tatives of various government
departments and agencies.

]
MBPP Councillors for 20

Alan Lim Wei Lun (DAP)

Benji Ang Ming Quan (DAP)

Koay Gaik Kee (DAP)

Lee Seng Hwai (DAP)

Rohaizat Hamid (DAP)

Tan Soo Siang (DAP)

Theng Jie Weng (DAP)

Vickneson Rajendran (DAP)

Lee Wei Seang (DAP)

0. T. Visvenathan (DAP)

1. Hari Krisnan Ramakrishnan

(PKR)

12. Dr Mohd Suhairi Arumugam
Abdullah (PKR)

13. Chan Soon Aun (PKR)

14. Shafiz Rahim Raja (PKR)

15. Ooi Mei Mei (PKR)

16. Mohd Roshidi Roslan (PKR)

17. Nurhidayah Che Rose (PKR)

18. Shahrul Hameed MKMohamed
Ishack (PKR)

19. Muhammad Khairul Mohd Ali
(Amanah)

20. Zuraida Mohamad Arshad
(Amanah)

21. Mohamed Yusoff Mohamed
Noor (Amanah)

22. Mohamad Khairani Abd Shukor
(Amanah)

23. Datuk Abdul Razak Abdul
Rahman (Umno)

24. Chen Wooi Teong (NGO).
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PENANG has emerged
as a trusted and stra-
tegic partner for the
United States, thanks to its
consistent resilience, inno-
vation, and advancements
in hightech manufacturing,
says Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

Speaking during a fireside
chat recently, Chow highlighted
Penang’s pivotal role in the glob-
al supply chain, underpinned by
its robust electronics and semi-
conductor manufacturing eco-
system.

“Penang’s  well-established
ecosystem aligns seamlessly
with US demand for advanced
technology components.

“We are also focusing on
higher value-added activities
such as integrated circuit (IC)
design, advanced packaging,
and equipment manufacturing,
which resonate with the Na-
tional Semiconductor Strategy

(NSS),” Chow said.

He emphasised that Pen-
ang’s efforts to move up the
value chain will further enhance
its appeal to US companies
seeking partners with advanced
technological capabilities and
intellectual capital.

“In 2023, the United States
emerged as Penang’s second-
largest export destination, with
exports valued at RM76 billion,

representing 17% of the state’s |

total exports,” Chow added.

The fireside chat session
was part of the Global Naviga-
tor Series Penang, a half-day
conference aimed at equipping
Malaysian exporters with the
knowledge and strategies nec-
essary to succeed in the com-
petitive US market.

Organised by Star Media
Group Bhd in partnership with
Standard Chartered Malaysia,
and supported by PKT Logistics
Group and Malaysia External
Trade Development Corporation,
the event carried the theme,

“Expanding Horizons: Strategies
for US Export Growth”.

During the fireside chat ses-
sion, moderated by Standard
Chartered Malaysia chief ex-
ecutive officer Mak Joon Nien,
Chow elaborated on Penang’s
unique advantages for export-
ers, particularly its leadership

in high-tech manufacturing,
research and development
(R&D), and its ability to deliver
high-value products tailored to
the US market.

He also outlined the state
government’s longterm vision
and strategic initiatives, which
include enhancing infrastruc-

ture, upskilling the local work-
force, and expanding industrial
zones to strengthen Penang's
export ecosystem.

“These initiatives ensure
that Penang remains a leader in
high-tech exports while continu-
ing to attract investment from
global players,” Chow said.

THE victorious Malaysian si-
lambam team, comprising ex-
clusively of Penang athletes,
returned home to a hero’s wel-
come at the Penang Interna-
tional Airport after clinching 12
gold medals at the Asian Open
Silambam Championship in Qa-
tar recently.

The team’s stellar perfor-
mance earned them the overall
championship title, triumphing
over competitors from Qatar,
the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
India and Saudi Arabia.

The athletes were greeted by
state Youth, Sports and Health
Committee chairman Daniel
Gooi and state Housing and En-
vironment Committee chairman
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu,
who jointly sponsored the team.

Others present included Pen-
ang State Sports Council (MSN)
director Harry Chai, Jelutong
MP and Penang Hindu Endow-
ment Board (PHEB) chairman
RSN Rayer, Senator Dr A. Lin-
geshwaran (PHEB deputy chair-
man), PHEB commissioner Da-
tuk J. Dhinagaran, who is also
the state MIC chairman, and
Malaysia Silambam Associa-
tion secretary Kumara Reddy
Simnachalam.

Family members of the ath-
letes also joined the celebra-
tions, embracing the returning
champions and presenting

Hero’'s welcome for silambam champions

Sundarajoo (third from Ieft), Gooi (fourth from Ieft), and Chai (squattmg, rlght) share a joyful moment
with the victorious Malaysian silambam team, along with the exponents' family members and friends,
upon their return at Penang International Airport.

them with toy bouquets as to-
kens of appreciation.

The six-member team, which
brought immense pride to
the state, were Shasthiveena
Mogana Rajenthran, 16, (tha
nithiramai — below 17 years,
combat — 55kg-65kg), Kavithira
Baskaran, 15, (thanithiramai —
below 15 years, combat — 45kg-
55kg), Darnisha Balaguru,
15, (thanithiramai — below 15
years, combat — 55kg-65kg),
Ranishaa Vasantha Kumair,
15, (thanithiramai — below 15
years, combat — above 70kg),
Leenasshree Kamalakanna,

14, (thanithiramai — below 15
years, combat — 30kg-40kg)
and Prakash Raveendran, 30,
(thanithiramai — Open male cat-
egory, combat — above 60Kkg).

Gooi lauded the team for its
accomplishments, noting the
state’s commitment to support
ing traditional sports like silam-
bam and kabaddi.

“As Penang will host an in-
ternational championship in
2025, | hope our Penang expo-
nents will capitalise on home
advantage and continue to form
the backbone of the national
team,” Gooi said.

Sundarajoo, who supported
the team financially before the
tournament, shared his satis-
faction.

“They approached me seek-
ing help a few days before the
tournament, and I'm glad |
could support them. I'm very
happy that the money was well
spent. They came back with 12
golds. | personally took time to
come here to congratulate them
because they worked very hard
to get them,” Sundarajoo said.

Chai assured continued sup-
port for silambam’s growth,
including allocating a new train-

ing venue in Bukit Mertajam
to replace the rented Padang
Badawi facility.

“Silambam contributed three
golds in the Sarawak Sukma,
and we hope to maintain or
improve this in Sukma 2026,”
Chai said.

Malaysia Silamban Associa-
tion (MSA) president Dr M. Su-
raess, who accompanied the
team to Doha, said he expected
the team to win six golds but
was pleasantly surprised that
they managed to double that.

“Two of our exponents
sustained injuries during the
tournament, but they were
determined not to give up.
Eventually, all our six expo-
nents won two golds each.
We will now look forward to
an international champion-
ship that Penang will host in
2025,” Suraess said.

Coach Raveedran Poonga-
vannam credited the team’s
rigorous training regime and
focused preparation on “tha-
nithiramai” (artistic staff spin-
ning) and “poruthal” (combat)
categories for their success.

“They trained very hard for
the competition, five times a
week. Their hard work paid off,”
Raveendran said.
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Artist’s lifelong dream realised
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T 77, most people settle
Ainto the comfort of a qui-
et life.

But for K. Gunabalan, life was
just beginning to align with a
dream nurtured since childhood.

Recently, this Malaysian art-
ist realised his lifelong aspira-
tion of hosting a solo art exhibi-
tion — an accomplishment years
in the making and one deeply in-
tertwined with history, resilience
and personal passion.

Titled "Social Cultural Justice
Art”, the exhibition unfolded
in the historic hall of the State
Legislative Assembly Building, a
location rich with symbolism for
both Gunabalan and his wife,
Datuk Seri Chong Eng.

A prominent political figure
and a former state executive
councillor and Padang Lalang
assemblyman, Chong Eng’s own
journey through hardship and tri-
umph served as a vital inspira-
tion for her husband’s art.

“This  holds great sig-
nificance for me, especially
with the support of the most
meaningful person in my life,”
Gunabalan shared during a vis-
it by Buletin Mutiara reporters
to the exhibition site.

Gunabalan’s path to artistic

fulfilment began far from Malay-
sia, in the United States, where
he immersed himself in the craft
of clay art.

Returning home in 1990, he
channelled his creative energy
into teaching at Equator College
before joining INTEC College in
1995 - the same year his wife
became the sole opposition rep-
resentative in Penang.

The exhibition showcased
69 works, spanning sculptures
and paintings that delved into
themes of history, culture, and
deeply personal experiences.

Among the collection, one
piece resonated with profound
symbolism: a painting of a fish
caught in the sand.

“This  fish
Chong Eng.

“In 1995, she was like this
fish — alone and fighting against
the odds as the sole opposition
assemblyman here,” said an
emotional Gunabalan.

“Social Cultural Justice Art”
was more than an art exhibition;
it was a narrative journey, told
through six distinct series.

Firstly, the faces of the for-

symbolises

'some]of,
iThe’
artwork representing

Chong's Eng journey as
a politician).

gotten, which displayed 30 art-
works honouring Indian labour-
ers who suffered under Japa-
nese rule during World War |l
while constructing the infamous
Death Railway.

Secondly, the roots and
tracks, which was a tribute
to rubber tappers and railway
workers whose labour helped
then- Malaya and later Malaysia
emerge as the world’s largest
rubber producer.

Then, there was the echoes
of the divine.

This was a spiritual explora-

tion weaving Eastern philoso-
phies and cultural symbols into
compelling imagery, followed by
the Himalayan journey, echoes
of renewal, and fragments of re-
silience.

Gunabalan’s art is rooted in
the untold stories of his heritage.

His grandfather, one of
many Indian labourers forced
to work on the Death Railway,
perished in the gruelling condi-
tions of the jungle.

This personal tragedy un-
derscored his desire to honour
those forgotten by history and
gave the exhibition its name:
"Social Cultural Justice Art”.

Gunabalan’s  exhibition is
more than a celebration of art
— it is a testament to persever-
ance and the enduring power of
dreams.

Each piece tells a story,
whether of cultural heritage, per-
sonal struggle, or the universal
desire for justice.

At 77, Gunabalan stands as
a beacon of hope, proving it's
never too late to chase your
dreams.

As visitors wandered around
the exhibition, they weren’t just
admiring art — they were wit-
nessing the culmination of a life-
time of dedication, passion, and
unyielding belief in the transfor-
mative power of creativity.

Drama in real life

THE prompt response by the
Sungai Ara Community Ambu-
lance Society and the availabil-
ity of their Rapid Response Mo-
torcycle played a crucial role in
saving a toddler’s life recently in
Sungai Ara.

Recounting the incident, the
society’s secretary and opera-
tions manager Raminder Singh
said they received a distress call
around 6.30pm.

“We were informed that a tod-
dler was in critical condition and
not breathing,” he said.

“At the time, no one was
present at the Sungai Ara Com-
munity  Ambulance  Society
centre, and | had just returned
home from work.

“Thankfully, one of our dedi-
cated volunteers immediately re-
sponded to the emergency and
rushed to the toddler's house. |
dropped everything and headed
there as well,” he said.

Leveraging the Rapid Re-

sponse Motorcycle, the team
was able to navigate through traf-
fic congestion and provide urgent
medical assistance while waiting
for the ambulance to arrive.

“The ambulance faced de-
lays due to heavy traffic, but our
quick response on the motor-
cycle allowed us to administer
the necessary care in time,”
Raminder added.

He said the availability of an
AED saved the toddler’s life.

According to Raminder, by
a strange twist of fate, they re-
ceived the AED earlier on Dec
20 from Buddhist Tzu Chi Merits
Society Malaysia (Penang) and
they used it to save the toddler
in the evening!

Raminder was, however, un-
able to confirm the toddler’s con-
dition after he was sent to Pen-
ang Hospital for treatment.

He added the society is
equipped with a Rapid Response
Motorcycle and two ambulances,

all fitted with AEDs.

“In addition, we have three
‘mobile’ AEDs that our vol-
unteers take home, allowing
them to respond to emergen-
cies swiftly.

“We also have an AED sta
tioned at our centre in Sungai
Ara,” he added.

Raminder hoped more corpo-

-Ih.!'l!-! pm
e A Juu

rate companies and the private
sector would show their sup-
port to the community-based
organisation.

Buddhist Tzu Chi Merits Soci-
ety Malaysia (Penang) commis-
sioner Datuk Khoo Boo Leong
said Tzu Chi understands the
vital role first responders play in
providing CPR and first aid during

. alile e
presenting the| | |[
AED]tojthe Sungal
WAra . Community/ .
Ambulance!soclety...

N the’ BuddhlstiTzu_zs,;
~. Chi D|aIy5| €
. L

<a
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i ¥

medical emergencies.

“As part of our commitment,
we are proud to donate an AED
for the Sungai Ara Community
Ambulance.

“An AED can be the difference
between life and death in critical
situations,” Khoo said, thanking
the volunteers for their dedica-
tion to saving lives.
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin

bagandalamn09@gmail.com

N.01 PENAGA

ST; 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah m
F

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid

mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -2618715

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Gooi Zi Sen
gooizisen@penang.gov.my.

(T) 012 - 500 1571

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaocleung@penang.gov.my

YB Bukhori Ghazali (M
ST; 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Mohd Sobri Salleh (M
T) 013-399 0519

g N.05 SUNGAI DUA

H 04-551 1442 YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff )]
T) 04 - 507 5001 N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
H 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang (M

N.16 PERAI
YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA

ET% 04 - 502 5818
F YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah M

04-506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H’'ng Mooi Lye
ni19dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

(T) 04 - 829 0614 N.11 PERMATANG PASIR

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol
n21sgachehpk@gmail.com

m 04 - 593 2408

dogairguﬁh@gmoil.com YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim (T)
N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
YB Lee Boon Hen (T) 011 -2773 6684 YB Zulkefli Bakar M

leeboonheng24@gmail.com

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng

joshuawoosz@gmail.com

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Abidin Ismail (M
(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.39 PULAU BETONG

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng

pengkalankota@dappg.org

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai

wonghonwail97 mail.com

T) 04 - 826 1898
i

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtar@dappg.org

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol

fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

m 04 -293 7545

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong

ongahteong@penang.gov.my

N.02 BERTAM

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

04 -293 7546
g

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng

n32seridelima@gmail.com

YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah U]
EB 04 - 299 2574
N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim (T)
T) 016 - 270 6808
(H 04 237%5%8 NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
PENANG CARE SOCIETY ?Hotline
ST; 04 -280 4411 0} 8- 271 B2
F) 04 - 280 4422
DAP PENANG HQ ET% 04 - 228 8482
dappenang@dapmalaysia.or: F) 04 - 228 8514
[f 04-6o7 sell PKR PENANG HQ (T)04-3970115

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

}T) 04- 3137987
H) 012 - 248 5938

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

m 018 -388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

= O N B W R

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2025

. Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas.
. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 Januari hingga 31 Mac 2025,

. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 24 cm).

. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah lidak dibenarkan
. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri

. Karya perlu bertemakan 'Kepelbagaian Diral Memacu Penang2030°,

Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

b - ]

10. Hasll karya adalah hak milik penganjur.

. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.
. Penyertaan ahli keluarga lerdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah,

. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 f 5705.

ELIELN

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500

Ketiga: RM300

e

Tarikh peraduan: 1 Januari - 31 Mac 2025

Nama:

Kad Pengenalan:

Alamat:

No. Telefon : (Rumah)
(Bimbit)

12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke: Emel:
Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2025,

Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2025
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
METE 05 - 289 7959 Kewarganegaraan
A Rahi 012 - 579 9600 . .
Zman kanim 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
& Seberang Perai Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Selatan Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Bernard Cheen Goon 012 - 402 0923 .
ool (Pegawai Pembantu)
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai K. Pejabat BallljagllanP. 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Utara cwargancgaraan rulau finang,
Tingkat 44, KOMTAR
Dato’ Omar Haji Abdul 019 - 577 0800 4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 04 - 650 5105 012 -412 2375
hiamid (Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah
Datuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 5. N. Vasanthakumari Komtar 04 - 650 5105
ATee (Pembantu Tadbir)
Heng Yeh Shivan 016 -261 2460 Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Lim Eng Nam 016- 411 4400 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2025 B T )
! 1
1
Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071 Nama Telefon ] E D ITO R I A I- !
Charmar i :
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors : :
Lim Chee Chien 012- 521 9894 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017-3433995 | Christopher Tan (English) :
! Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) !
Beniji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227 : G. Revatic (Tamil) 1
1
. q ~ ! 1
Mohamad Aisamuddin g ase s Chan Soon Aun 012-4850728 | !  witers: :
’" ! M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee, ]
Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012- 464 6277 1 Muhamad Riadz Akmal and Kevin Vimal (English) 1
Mﬁhorgod Suzuki 011-1119 4419 Rahman ! Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin, :
Ahma X . .
David Chen Wooi Teong 012 - 492 1114 : Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese) |
] J. Patmavathy (Tamil) 1
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 415 5494 Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 ! !
Abdullah 1 Photographers : 1
- ] Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian, |
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 ricl Mohamed Yusoft Bl = 2ls el ! Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud, |
! Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis, :
Hari Krishnan o/l Ramakrishnan | 010 - 505 5571 : Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi, :
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 - _ Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar, :
Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088 ! Siti Nuratikah Rahmat and Siew Chia En !
! 1
1 ! . .
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 Lo Seng) e BN - At et : Graphic Designers : |
. 012 - 452 830 1 Idzham Ahmad ]
Lee Wei Seang 12-45 3 ] Nasrul Amir Yahaya !
1
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 - 4211196 %ozomod Khairani Abdul 019 - 594 4533 ; Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke: :
UKor I ‘ . :
— ] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA, '
Ponnudurai o/ 012 - 423 3578 Mohd Roshidi Roslan 019 - 555 6607 ! Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang !
1 1
V Anthony Srinvasagam ) ) . Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 !
i@ md KRl iisne Al Uz - sa20st ] Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com !
Predeeb Kumar a/ 016 - 498 5421 Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 - 388 7977 ettt *
Kalidass
Ooi Mei Mei 011-1443 8734
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 4417749 Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 5100075
Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926 Jcr’ 6
Yeoh Kim Kim 012 - 428 6438
Shahul Haomeed M.K.Mohamed | 017 -473 0194 — i :
Ishack =31 www.buletinmutiara.com
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200 Tan Soo Sian 012 - 475 2453
g buletinmutiara | ChowKonYeow
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108 .
Zulkifii Md. Yusop 016 - 4320789 chowkonyeow
Vickneson a/l Rajendran 016 - 489 6162
: B3 @chowkonyeow
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161 Visvenathan a/l Tangavello 019 - 488 1010

Zuraida Mohamad Arshad

019 -464 3674




=Story by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Law Suun Ting and
courtesy of Penang Chess
Association

legal documents awaiting her

review.

The work at the office of
Anoop & See can often be long
and demanding, yet lawyer See
Swee Sie has relished her pro-
fession for the past 32 years.

When she needs a moment
of respite, See makes herself a
cup of hot coffee and gazes out
from her office window, enjoy-
ing the view of George Town’s
iconic skyline.

Her work is frequently inter-
rupted by WhatsApp messages
and phone calls — not only from
clients but also from individuals
connected to her other passions:
chess and children’s welfare.

As the president of the Pen-
ang Chess Association (PCA)
and honorary secretary of the
Kiwanis Club of Penang Cen-
tral (KCPC), she devotes her-
self wholeheartedly to these
causes.

While career success is sig-
nificant to her, what matters
most is her family, including her
two children, who remain her
greatest priority.

One of them, Eshwant Singh,
won a team silver in the recent
Sukma chess tournament.

Her eyes light up when the
conversation veers towards
chess.

“Since becoming PCA presi-
dent in 2017, it has been my
dream to have chess included
as an event in Sukma.

“PCA, along with all state
chess associations under the
Malaysian Chess Federation,
and with the support of the

Penang State Sports Council,

and our Sports Minister, suc-

ceeded in

s having

chess
included
in Sar
awak

IN front of her lies a stack of

in August.

“We've been fighting for
chess to be part of Sukma for a
long time. Its inclusion was the
happiest, proudest moment for
me in the sport. To make it even
sweeter, Penang emerged as
the overall champion for chess
in Sukma, winning five gold,
three silver and two bronze med-
als,” See said in a recent inter-
view with Buletin Mutiara.

All the six boys and six girls
representing Penang in Suk-
ma returned with at least a
medal each.

The star was none other
than 15-year-old Poh Yu Tian,
who clinched three golds in
the Rapid Men’s, Rapid Team
and Blitz Men’s events.

Another memorable moment
for See occurred about a month
before the Sarawak Sukma
when Yu Tian excelled at the 8th
East Asia Youth Chess Cham-
pionships (EAYCC) 2024. Suc-
cessfully hosted by See’s dedi-
cated PCA committee in George
Town, the tournament saw Yu
Tian become the youngest and
10th Malaysian chess player to
attain the International Master
title. The event also witnessed
Malaysia winning five champion-
ship titles.

“Penang’s success is the re-
sult of support from the state
and association, the players’
burning desire to excel, the dedi-
cation of Penang’s coaches and
the unwavering encouragement
of parents,” said See, who once
represented her alma mater,
Methodist Girls School, in chess.

“The game of chess involves
a wide range of cognitive skills,
such as analysis, strategic think-
ing and planning,” See said.

The PCA, Malaysia’s oldest

Yu Tian in deep concentration as he
carefully plans his next move. i

]

chess association founded in
1972, has supported Lions
International Chess for the Dis-
abled, in collaboration with sev-
eral Lions clubs.

See’s involvement with the
Kiwanis Club began during her
time practising law in Kuala Lum-
pur, where she and her husband

\) g "\ é)%.l

See making a calgulat_e'd p
[} Pl o s 3
move, demonstrating:her§
Strategic vision for her\"
association. H'\ '
VNG

met the late Tan Sri Mohamed
Khir Johari, Malaysia's former
Education Minister and founder
of Kiwanis in Malaysia.

Khir Johari was known as
“Bapa Kiwanis” and his wife,
Puan Sri Khir Johari, as “Ma-
ma Kiwanis”.

Their son, Zairil, is currently

the state executive councillor for
Infrastructure, Transport, and
Digital Committee.

Recalling a Penang Hill
outing with Kiwanis children,
See vividly remembers the joy
they brought to young mem-
bers of Friends of Childhood
Cancer Northern Malaysia
(FOCCAN) by presenting them
with monkey soft toys.

Penang Hill Corporation gen-
eral manager Datuk Cheok
Lay Leng, a Kiwanian himself,
helped facilitate the trip.

“Seeing their happiness was
one of the most memorable mo-
ments of my time with Kiwanis,”
See said.

With her dedication, compas-
sion and drive, See continues to
inspire, leaving a lasting impact
on her community.

Elevating Penang’s IC and IP design landscape

A COMPARATIVELY new kid
on the block is fast positioning
itself as a leader in integrated
circuit (IC) and intellectual prop-
erty (IP) management solutions.

Backed by a team of sea-
soned experts, the dedication
to innovation shown by Sky-
eChip Sdn Bhd has earned it
widespread recognition in the
competitive ~ semiconductor
sector.

This year marks a significant
milestone as SkyeChip cele-
brates its fifth anniversary, un-
derscoring its remarkable con-
tributions to Penang’s thriving
technology ecosystem.

During the anniversary cel-
ebration recently, Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow lauded
SkyeChip for its outstanding
achievements in  advanced
silicon IP, Network-on-Chip solu-
tions and ASIC products.

“These innovations have pro-

pelled SkyeChip to the forefront
of technology, establishing the
company as a vital player in Ma-
laysia’s semiconductor ecosys-
tem,” Chow said.

Reflecting on Penang's
transformation over the past
five decades, Chow stressed
the state’s emergence as a
global leader in the semicon-
ductor industry.

He cited the Penang Silicon
Design @5KM+ initiative as a
crucial step in solidifying Pen-
ang’s position as a world-class
IC design hub.

“This RM120 million initia-
tive, cofunded by the state and
federal governments, aims to
establish a cutting-edge ecosys-
tem to drive growth in the global
IC design market, projected
to reach USD84.16 billion by
2030,” Chow said.

He also pointed out the
state’s incentive packages, of-

fering subsidies of up to RM2
million annually for three years,
which have successfully attract-
ed both local and international
industry players.

“SkyeChip’s recognition as
one of the five local recipients
of these incentives under-
scores its exceptional contri-
butions and immense poten-
tial,” he noted.

“Fifty years from now, | believe
SkyeChip will be remembered
as one of the driving forces be-
hind Penang’s rise to greater
heights in the global semicon-
ductor industry,” he said.

The event was attended by
prominent figures, including Ma-
laysia Semiconductor Industry
Association (MSIA) president
Datuk Seri Wong Siew Hai,
SkyeChip founder and chief ex-
ecutive officer Fong Swee Kiang,
and cofounder and chief tech-
nology officer Teh Chee Hak.



Recogmsmg Penang’s cultural

icons

uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

FTEN referred to as Pen-
ng’s child singer back in
those days, Kathleen M.

Rodrigues has been the epitome
of Penang music heritage.

With a career spanning de-
cades, she has been the cor-
nerstone of Eurasian music tra-
dition in Malaysia, performing
since the age of seven.

Her extraordinary talent
and dedication made her a
beloved figure in our country’s
music scene.

Together with the late James
Rozells, Kathleen was affection-
ately dubbed “The Living Music
Heritage of Penang”, a title that
underscores her invaluable con-
tributions.

Despite James’s passing in
October 2021, Kathleen, 77,
continues to inspire and pre-
serve Penang’s musical legacy,
ensuring it thrives for future gen-
erations.

She was among two individu-
als recently honoured with the
“Living Heritage Treasure of

MARCH 1— 15, 2025

Penang 2024/2025" title at a
ceremony in Bangunan UAB in
China Street Ghaut.

The other recipient was mas-
ter practitioner, teacher and pro-
moter of the art of silambam
nillaikalakki, Asan Anbanathan
Ramasamy.

The silambam nillaikalakki is
a subsector of silambam, one
of India’s oldest weapon-based
martial arts.

After 15 years of rigorous
training under Master Mariapak-
kiam of Tamil Nadu, Asan An-
bananthan founded the Persatu-
an Silambam Nillaikalakki Pulau
Pinang in 1975.

Asan Anbananthan, 77, re-
mains deeply committed to
teaching, holding four classes
weekly, often free or at a mini-
mal cost.

Penang Heritage Trust (PHT)
vice-president Loh-Lim Lin Lee
said the Living Heritage Treasure
of Penang Award programme be-
gan as an idea in 2004.

“We are all familiar with tan-
gible cultural heritage, such as
historical buildings, enclaves,
and monuments, and we under-

- 1

stand the importance of preserv-
ing these for future generations.
“Equally important, however,
is the protection of intangible
cultural heritage, which includes
diverse skills and techniques vi-
tal for its continuity and survival.
“The Penang Heritage Trust
recognises that Penang is ex-
ceptionally rich in diverse forms
and genres of intangjble cultural
heritage that urgently require
protection and preservation.
“Considering this, it is
timely for Penang to continue
the programme initiated in
2004,” she said.
She explained that there is
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a maximum of eight awardees
at any time.

Also awarded the Special
2025 Award at the ceremony
was acclaimed artist and art
educationalist Datuk Tan Chi-
ang Kiong, 92.

A versatile and accomplished
artist, Tan has not only mas-
tered watercolours, acrylics, and
oils but also dedicated his life to
teaching, inspiring generations
of outstanding artists and el-
evating Penang'’s art standards.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who presented the awards
to the recipients, said he was
honoured to be present among

L
“ R
the “Penang Living Heritage
Treasures”.

“As previously mentioned,
we are well aware of our
physical building legacies and
strive not only to preserve
them but also to maintain
their true authenticity.

“| am pleased that PHT has
dedicated the past 20 years to
tirelessly ensuring recognition,
acknowledgement, documenta-
tion, and the cultivation of ap-
prenticeships in the field of heri-
tage,” he said in his speech.

Also present was Penang Is-
land City Council mayor Datuk A.
Rajendran.

IN an inspiring move towards
sustainability, Pengurusan
Aset Air Berhad (PAAB) has
embarked on an edu-sustain-
ability campaign, signalling its
commitment to environmental
stewardship and community
upliftment.

The launch of this corporate
social responsibility (CSR) ini-
tiative at Universiti Sains Ma-
laysia (USM) brought together
corporate leaders, environmen-
tal advocates and students to
champion a greener future.

As part of the initiative, PAAB
contributed an  impressive
RM50,000 to upgrade water
supply services and improve
campus infrastructure at the
Desa Siswa Indah Kembara L-
12 residence, home to many
USM students.

The project, expected to take
three months, will involve install-
ing cuttingedge smart water
products designed to reduce wa-
ter consumption by up to 50%.

This groundbreaking pilot
project unites the expertise
and resources of PAAB, USM,
Penang Water Supply Corpora-

Fostenng edu-sustainability for greener Penang
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Watch Penang.

PAAB chief executive officer
Zulkiflee Omar said the aim
is to foster a culture of water

conservation among students,
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a small step with significant po-
tential to influence the nation’s
sustainability goals.

“This project represents a
significant milestone in promot-
ing water-saving habits among

-
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young Malaysians.

“By leveraging smart water
solutions, we aim to inspire a
longterm shift in how water is
valued and used,” he said during
the launch ceremony recently.

The initiative is part of a
broader sustainability effort
by PAAB, which has invested
RM1.15 million since 2019 in
various programmes, including
the PAAB School Sustainabil-
ity Programme, Green Mosque
Programme, beach clean-ups,
and mangrove tree planting.

“USM’s selection as the pi-
lot campus reflects its status
as a beacon of innovation and
environmental consciousness.

“The university’s new water-
saving infrastructure will serve
as a model for future projects,
showcasing how practical so-
lutions can drive both environ-
mental and financial benefits,”
Zulkiflee added.

Also in attendance at the
event were PAAB chairman Da-
tuk Seri Jaseni Maidinsa and
Water Watch Penang president
Prof Datuk Dr Chan Ngai Weng,
both of whom emphasised the
importance of collaboration in
addressing Malaysia’s environ-
mental challenges.



Even bad coffee is better...
than no coffee at all.

— David Lynch
(American film-makaer)

uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

STABLISHED in 1944,
EPenang’s oldest coffee

factory marked two major
milestones recently: earning its
second recognition in the Ma-
laysia Book of Records (MBOR)
and celebrating the grand open-
ing of its fifth outlet.

SBK Coffee, also known as
Sin Boon Kee, has evolved from
a modest family-run operation
into a thriving enterprise, cele-
brated for its signature Nanyang
coffee blends.

Fourth-generation owner
Jonathan Chan, the company’s
chief executive officer, de-
scribed SBK Coffee as a shin-
ing example of the harmonious
fusion between tradition and in-
novation.

“Today, we are not just cel
ebrating milestones; we are rede-
fining coffee innovation,” he said.

“One of our standout ac-

complishments, which earned
us recognition in the MBOR, is
the Nitro Nanyang Cold Brew
Coffee — the world’s first cof-
fee of its kind.

“This  extraordinary cre-
ation perfectly embodies the
balance between heritage and
innovation.

“By combining the time-
less ‘Nanyang’ brewing pro-
cess with the refreshing
smoothness of cold brew cof-
fee, we have crafted a bever-
age that bridges the gap be-
tween tradition and modern
sophistication,” he said in
his speech during the grand
opening ceremony of its fifth
outlet at Sunshine Central
Mall recently.

Chan highlighted that the Ni-
tro Nanyang Cold Brew Coffee
is a revolutionary product in the
industry.

“We secured our place in the
MBOR by selling an impressive
11,111 cups of Nitro Nanyang
Cold Brew Coffee in a single day

MBOR officials presenting the certificate to Chan (third from left). The ceremony was witnessed by
Lim (centre), Ng (second from left), Thean Long (third from right) and Cynthia (left).

last Nov 11.

“This achievement not only
underscores its widespread ap-
peal but also showcases the
boundless possibilities when
tradition meets cutting-edge
technology,” he said.

In 2022, SBK Concept Store
was listed in MBOR for having
the most drink product varieties
(26) in a concept store.

Air Itam assemblyman Jo-
seph Ng described SBK Cof-
fee's journey as a remarkable
tale of tradition harmonising
with innovation.

“From its modest beginnings
to becoming a household name,
this 80vyear-old brand exem-
plifies the strength of staying
rooted in heritage while boldly
embracing progress.

“The creation of the Nitro
Nanyang Cold Brew Coffee is a
standout achievement — a mas-
terful fusion of tradition and
modernity, crafted to captivate a

global audience.

“SBK Coffee has proven
that with the right vision and
unwavering determination, a
local Penang brand can not
only compete but also set
new standards on the global
stage, excelling in sales, qual-
ity and creativity,” Ng said.

Air Putih assemblyman Lim
Guan Eng extended his heartfelt
congratulations to Chan and the
SBK team for their outstanding
achievements.

“SBK Coffee serves over 100
million cups of ‘kopi-0’ annually
across Asia, a testament to its
enduring appeal and quality.

“This new outlet by SBK Cof-
fee is more than just a store — it
reflects the unwavering passion
and dedication of the staff and
management.

“Here, patrons can savour pre-
mium coffee blends like the Royal
Black Coffee, a proudly home-
grown product from Penang.,

“We encourage the people of
Penang to support local brands
by enjoying Penang’s very own
coffee,” he said.

Lim also shared his thoughts
on the thriving business com-
munity in Penang.

“We are incredibly proud of
Suiwah Corporation Bhd, led
by its managing director, Da-
tuk Hwang Thean Long. (Sui-
wah manages Sunshine Cen-
tral Mall.)

“Having SBK Coffee, Pen-
ang’s oldest coffee factory,
open an outlet in a Penang-
based departmental store like
Sunshine Central Mall is a tes-
tament to the synergy between
local businesses.

“This  achievement  truly
showcases the spirit of ‘Pulau
Pinang Boleh!"” he added.

Also present were Thean
Long and Crimson Omega
chief executive officer Cyn-
thia Hwang.

THE vibrant growth of the ser
vices sector, particularly the food
and beverage (F&B) industry, is
contributing  significantly to the
country's economy, says Deputy
Finance Minister Lim Hui Ying.

Speaking at the TLM Food
Expo at Setia SPICE Arena in
Bayan Lepas recently, Lim not-
ed that the services sector has
long been a cornerstone of the
nation's economy.

"In 2023, the domestic F&B
industry achieved an impres-
sive revenue of RM228.66 bil-
lion, with projections to grow
at a compound annual rate of
7.95% from 2023 to 2027.

"Beyond these impressive
figures, the F&B industry is a
cultural and economic magnet.
It attracts food enthusiasts,
industry  professionals, and
tourists, creating employment
opportunities and boosting the
local economy.

F&B industry vital to nation's economy

"This continuous  growth
showcases the sector's resil-
ience and its integral role in
driving our nation’s economic
progress," Lim said.

Regarding the expo, Lim
acknowledged its pivotal role
for local producers to connect
with international buyers and
distributors.

"It fosters networking, cre-
ates business opportunities,
and encourages knowledge-
sharing among industry profes-
sionals," she said, noting the
event featured over 150 exhibi-
tors and an exciting line-up of
talks and workshops.

In response to a reporter's
guestion on the hike in insur-
ance premiums, Lim reiterated
the government's directive for
insurers to cap medical premi-

um increases.
"The insurers must limit an-
nual premium for medical insur-
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ance hikes to 10%, ensuring
they do not exceed 30% by the
end of 2026," she stated.

Also present during the event
were TLM Event managing direc-
tor Jack Wong.
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